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TO MY PARISHIONERS. 



Dear Friends, 

THE retentive memory of Jome among 
you will recognije in this volume Jeveral 
Sermons which^ at the time of their being 
freachedy called firth numerous requejis that 
they might appear in print. Up to this 
period various engagements have prevented 
me from complying with that encouraging 
deftre. A reluSlanty but necejfary abftinence 
for a feafon from parochial labour y has now 
enabled me to prepare the prefent volume for 
the prejs. At the fame time the defire^ more 
than once intimated^ of a beloved parent y 
{with whofe flighteft wifh both affeSlion and 
duty bid ready compliance^ has tended par- 
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IV DEDICATION. 

tially to overcome that fear and trembling 
which I naturally felt at fending forth a 
feleMion of praSlical Sermons , claiming no high 
pretenftonSy but compofed by me with the view 
of feeding my flock with Scriptural doSlrines 
in plain Englijh phrafe. 

Should its contents be perufed with as much 
attention as they were heard^ I fhall feel 
hopeful that a bleffing from the Chief Shep- 
herd and Bijhop of Souls will accompany 
their publication. 

I beg you to unite with my prayers that 
this defired refult may enfue. 

I am, my dear Parijbioners, 

Tour Faftor and Friend, 

r. GOODWIN HATCHARD. 



February, 1854. 
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SERMON I. 



BRICKS WITHOUT STRAW. 



There is no ftraw given unto thy fervantSy 
and they Jay to us^ Make brick : and, be- 
bold, thy fervants are beaten ; but the 
fault is in thine own people. — Exod. v. i6. 

1 HE circumftances and condition of the 
children of Ifrael, when under the bondage 
of Pharaoh, may afford, under God's bles- 
fing, fome inftrudive topics of meditation. 
Egypt, the fcene of their flavery, was, by its 
geographical nearnefs to the land of Ifrael, 
and as fuch interwoven with the hiftory of 
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that people, frequently alluded to in 
meflages of Holy Writ. 

The twenty-ninth and three following 
chapters of Ezekiel are full of remarkable 
ftatements connefted with it. One of thefe 
is, "AH the inhabitants of Egypt fhall 
know that I am the Lord, becaufe they 
have been a ftafF of reed to the houfe of 
Ifrael : " /. e. as we find from the next verfe, 
a deceiving fupport ; " When they took 
hold of thee, thou didft break, and rend all 
their fhoulder : and when they leaned upon 
thee, thou breakeft." It was to be a bafe 
kingdom — no more to exalt itfelf among 
the kingdoms — that there fhould be no 
more a prince of the land of Egypt. It 
is now, as we know, though ftruggling for 
independence, ruled by a viceroy who re- 
ceives his authority to govern from the 
Sultan of the Ottoman Empire. The 
people, too, are bafe and ignoble. Ancient 
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writers fpeak of them as fuperftitious and 
luxurious (Strabo) — as an unwarlike and 
unferviceable nation — as a faithlefs and fal- 
lacious nation, always meaning one thing 
and pretending another — as lovers of wine 
and ftrong drink — as cruel in their anger 
— as thieves, tolerating all kinds of theft. 
Still blacker charaderiftics are afcribed by 
modern travellers. 

" The people of Egypt, generally fpeak- 
ing, are all exceeding wicked — great rogues 
— cowardly — lazy — hypocrites — robbers — 
treacherous — fo very greedy of money, that 
they will kill a man for a very trifle." A 
vifit of two months in their country im- 
prefTed me with the fame views. When 
perfons of fuch a charafter govern, they 
invariably tyrannife ; and fuch they appear 
to have done when they domineered 
over the children of Ifrael. Hard and 
irkfome labour did they inflift, and to add 



4 SERMO^r I. 

to Its burden they withdrew from their 
bondfmen the means of accomplifliing their 
work. The bricks they had to make were 
of mud, dried in the fun and rendered 
compaft by admixture of ftraw. This ftraw 
was taken away, fo that they had to manu- 
facture without material, or to find it for 
themfelves at great labour. 

The buildings, like the manners of the 
people, feem to this day to have undergone 
little change. Their dwellings now are of 
the fame material as of old. The Pyra- 
mids alfo, which I cannot but believe were 
partly accompliflied by Hebrew hands, are 
of the fame fabric ; they are, indeed, in fome 
inftances, cafed over with a mail of huge 
ftones, but in others they are pointed mafles 
of funburnt brick only, with the ftraw ftill 
retaining its appearance ; and it is not un- 
interefting or unprofitable to remark, that 
on one of the pyramids was infcribed the 
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number of workmen employed In its erec- 
tion, and the coft of the "leeks, onions, 
and garlic" fupplied to the fons of toil. 
We all remember, that when delivered from 
bondage, and when in ftraits in the wilder- 
nefs, thefe were the very produftions of 
Egypt fpecified as the objecfts. of Ifrael's 
longing and regret. 

Arbitrary conduft ftill marks the fway 
of the ruling powers now. Diftrids of the 
country are farmed out, as it were, to men 
who are bound to render a certain fum 
to the Pacha, or fupreme ruler. Thefe 
have fubordinate exaftors under them, and 
the poor ferfs groan by reafon of their 
bondage under their foreign mafters, each 
rank in turn being fubjedl to the baftinado 
if they fail. So with the Ifraelites : Pha- 
raoh gave orders to the officers — the officers 
to the tafkmafters — the tafkmafters to the 
poor Hebrews. 
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" The Egyptians made the children of 
Ifrael ferve with rigour ; and they made 
their lives bitter with hard bondage, in 
mortar and brick." Mocking and mifin- 
terpreting the very proper defire of the 
Ifraelites to go and worfliip their God was 
another inftance of tyranny. " Who is the 
Lord?" faid Pharaoh, when Mofes and 
Aaron afked permiffion for the people to 
keep a feaft to the Lord. " Who is the 
Lord, that I ftiould obey his voice to let 
Ifrael go? I know not the Lord, neither 
will I let Ifrael go." "Ye are idle, ye 
are idle," the king replied, when they 
craved permiffion to go and do facrifice. 

But while all this was going on, it was 
not unnoticed or unheeded by Ifrael's God. 
They cried unto the Lord in their trouble, 
and He delivered them out of their dis- 
trefles. He regarded their afflidion when 
He heard their cry. 
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Then, by the power of Jehovah, was the 
mighty and wondrous deliverance of Ifrael 
from Egypt accompliihed ; and may we 
not, brethren, in contemplating this hiftory, 
thank God that our lot has not been caft 
under fo arbitrary a rule, that our hands 
are not unwillingly forced by the fway of 
a defpot, or our ihoulders weighed down 
by the infliftion of a haughty God-defy- 
ing tyrant ? Many, however, think, or pre- 
tend, that ours is a land of bondage. Let 
them go into other places, where even to 
poffefs or read the Bible is a crime worthy 
of prifon, and the impreffion is removed. 
Liberty we have, but not licenfe. Liberty 
to do everything, except what is wrong. 
Falfe ideas of liberty — born abroad and 
foftered here fometimes — lead bad men to 
think it confifts in the privilege and. power 
of doing every abomination. Such liberty 
as that ends in. the ftraitnefs of fieges, the 
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government of mufkets, or, ftill worfe, the 
lawleflhefs of fanguinary aflaffins, and the 
galling yoke of ignorant and cruel upftarts. 
How is it with us in regard to the wor- 
fhip of the Lord our God ? No Pharaoh 
forbids us go : our own vine and fig-tree — 
emblems of peace and quiet — afford us 
fafe protection. We worfhip God in His 
holy temples, no man daring to make us 
afraid ; and this liberty which we ufe our- 
felves is allowed to all others. We ferve 
the Lord in the way many call herefy ; we 
know it to be the old paths of truth and 
gofpel light. Others feek to ferve God in 
their way. Happy in a confcioufnefs of 
our own fafety, we judge not them. We 
bring no railing accufation againft others — 
would God they did not fo againft us ; our 
worft wifh to them is, that they belonged 
to us. We would not by violence extir- 
pate them — ^would that they abftained from 
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clamoring about rooting up that reformed 
branch of the univerfal Church which 
God's providence has allowed to be eftab- 
liflied in thefe realms ! 

We believe, however, and truft, and 
hope for the good of our nation, that the 
wide-fpreading and fruit-bearing tree of 
England's Church, being purged as we 
would wifh to fee it of all dead boughs, 
and pruned of wild extravagant ftioots, 
may yet, by the enriching dews of God's 
blefling, bring forth ftill more and more 
fruit to His glory, and, by leading more 
and more loft finners to the all-fufficient 
Saviour, gather multitudes for whom Chrift 
died into the fafe-keeping of the Lord's 
garner. 

Having regarded the paflage before us 
in its literal application to the Hebrew 
people, we turn from that, and from the 
incidental remarks which have arifen as we 
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proceeded, to confider the fpiritual inftruc- 
tion which the bondage of the Ifraelites is 
capable of, and is intended to afford us who 
are, as we truft, children of Abraham by 
faith. 

Let us note the contraft between the 
benevolent ordinances of our Heavenly 
Father and God, and the harfh commands 
of tyrants. Pharaoh makes his ferfs toil 
without remiffion or reft — they are goaded 
on — forced to produce their tale of bricks, 
even though materials are denied. But 
Almighty God is ever coniiderate of the 
infirmity of His creatures ; " He knoweth 
our frame, and he remembereth that we 
are but duft," and although He has or- 
dained labour to be the lot of man, in pity 
to our finking frames He has fet afide one 
day in feven for ceflation from toil, and 
for fending the thoughts from this world's 
doings to heavenly things. He has marked 



SERMON I. II 

ofF a portion of our time and made it His 
own enclofure. He will not allow intru- 
iions on it. We are to keep our foot 
from trefpajfling on it, and bleffings tem- 
poral and fpiritual attend its obfervance. 
Should we not deem it one of the higheft 
boons which God could confer on our mortal 
race, that He ftiould command and or- 
dain abftinence from toilfome labours and 
from carnal pleafures ? And yet, how do men 
receive it ? It is fpurned and abufed. One 
would think, that the man of bufineis would 
not be {o wedded to his counter that he 
could not leave it on God's day ; and yet, 
for a few pence, he incurs God's difpleafure 
and lofes the privilege of reft from his work, 
as well as placing fnares in the way of 
others to go aftray. I would, dear bre- 
thren, that this fin were not committed as it 
is amongft us, feeling fure that God frowns 
on fuch difobedience to His plain com- 
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mands. I would, too, that parents, in the 
exercife of their folemn truft, would lead 
their children aright, and keep them from 
games, and fports, and other fins on God's 
day. Breaking the Sabbath in youth is 
opening the door to the Devil, and pre- 
paring the way for every crime, as thoufands 
have teftified. 

To refume: The fervitude in Egypt, 
then, fhould remind us of the flavery of 
Satan ; the grinding cruelty of Pharaoh, 
of the infuiferable yoke of fin ; that bur- 
den which our Church charaderifes in the 
Communion office, and which we, if true 
members, feel to be intolerable ; that re- 
membrance which is grievous. Yes, 
brethren, there is a fault and corruption of 
the nature of every man who comes of 
Adam's oflTspring. By it man is very far 
gone from original righteoufnefs, and is of 
his own nature inclined to evil, fo that the 
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flefh lufteth always contrary to the Spirit ; 
and, therefore, in every perfon born into 
this world, it deferveth God's wrath and 
condemnation. 

Now the great difference between phyfi- 
cal and moral flavery, between tafkmafters 
who beat the body, and fins which torment 
the foul, is this — that men are fully and at 
once aware of bodily bondage, but of Satan's 
yoke they, long time and often, are igno- 
rant ; they go about dreaming they are free, 
but all the while are vaflals of this world's 
prince — ferfs on his eftate. The liberty 
wherewith Chrift emancipates His fervants 
they know not, and, not knowing it, they 
do not defire it. But this ignorance and 
want of defire does not do away either 
with their need, or with the reality of this 
{piritual freedom: bondage is fweet to 
them, and although Chrift offers deliver- 
ance, they ftill prefer clanking in chains. 



14 SERMON I. 

with fullen countenances, as behind a taflc- 
mafter armed with a lafh, to freedom from 
captivity. Not only are the flefhpots, and 
the leeks, and the melons pleafant, but the 
tyranny, the tortures, the bricks without 
ftraw, are preferred to the milk and honey 
of the promifed inheritance; and while 
people thus long, prophets thus proclaim : 
fo that, inftead of the good tidings of good, 
the voice of deliverance, the joy of refcue, 
a theology, Egyptian both in its darknefs 
and hardnefs, often mifleads the burdened 
foul ; and the immortal being, which fhould 
crave for and be fupplied with the bread 
of life, loves and is fupplied with the ruth- 
lefs ftone of heathenifh hardfhips. Mo- 
rality is put for holinefs; fomething we 
can do, in the place of Chrift and what He 
has done for us ; and men go grovelling 
on, as under a hard matter and an auftere 
man, getting no peace, deprived of all 
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heavenly confolation, and unacquainted 
with that holy relationfhip which reckons 
the believer as a fon and not a flave, and 
which enables the faithful to behold in God 
a gracious Father, and not a Pharaoh-like 
tyrant Do this, and that, and the other, 
men are told ; but no adequate motive is 
fupplied, no ftrengthening power referred 
to. Now, as according to Holy Scripture 
and our Church (Art. X.), the condition 
of man after the fall of Adam is fuch that 
he cannot turn and prepare himfelf by his 
natural ftrength and good works to faith 
and calling upon God ; and fince we have 
no power to do good works, pleafant and 
acceptable to God, without the grace of 
God by Chrift preventing us, that we may 
have a good will, and working with us 
when we have that will ; — now, fince fuch 
is the cafe, it is mockery to tell men to do 
what they never can do without aid from 
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fources external to themfelves : as eafy to 
make bricks without ftraw, or earth either, 
as to do this ; — yet it is fuch mockery as 
many like. Were I to tell you. Set about 
this, and accomplifh the other ; earn heaven 
for yourfelves, and let Chrift make up your 
deficiencies ; it would be an acceptable fong, 
but ftill a fmooth thing — fmooth and dan- 
gerous. You might fay the fermon was 
pradical, but ftill no pradice would follow 
it. That fermon is practical which elevates 
the foul, which moves the man's heart. 
You may fet the hands of a clock right, 
they will be momentarily correft ; but un- 
lefs the mainfpring be at work there they 
will remain, and thereby they will deceive. 
Thus, if that mighty lever of man's adions, 
his heart, is touched, if his foul is ftirred 
within, then he will begin to aft ; but his 
fervice to God will not be with felf-inflided 
tortures, or putting himfelf under a yoke 
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which neither he nor his fathers could bear ; 
it will Ihow itfelf with the alacrity we fee 
in a loving and dutiful child, in a fon who 
loves and reveres his father, and whofe 
anxiety is to obey, even before his father's 
wifli is exprefled. The fame almighty Power 
which alone could deliver Ifrael has been 
exercifed in our behalf. We are adopted 
children ; trees taken from a barren and dry 
land or defert, and planted in the well-wa- 
tered garden of the Lord. We are beggars, 
made to partake of not only the hofpitality, 
but of the family privileges of a prince. 
Henceforth He calls us not fervants, but 
fons ; and if we have the fpirit of true fons 
in us, as loving fons fhall we obey, as 
loving children anticipate, what our Father 
in heaven would have us to do. If more 
of this feeling fhould flourifh and abound — 
and it will abound in us if we are true chil- 
dren of the Lord Almighty — if this fhould 
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flourifh in us, we fliould hear lefs of men 
enumerating what they do. Inftead of boaft- 
ing, or congratulating ourfelves on our 
obedience, we fhall lament how little return 
we have rendered to Him who hath fo loved 
us. True gratitude to God does not make 
a folace and boaft of what it has proved, 
but it grieves that its return is fo inade- 
quate to the undeferved, unmerited, infinite 
love beftowed. Hearty aflfeftion thinks all 
it has done, or can do, as nothing ; where 
felf-gratulation is, love is cold. Do not 
miftake. Believing in and loving the Lord 
Jefus Chrift, we are conftrained to ferve 
Him : without belief in and love towards 
Him, it is impoffible to pleafe Him. 
Empty faith, uninfluential love, are as 
ufelefs in the matter of falvation as works 
apparently good are without faiths We 
muft be up and be doing alfo, but we may 
not confound believing and ading. God 
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will not blefs us unlefs we work, and with- 
out love and faith we cannot work for God ; 
and certainly all we do will be nothing, 
unlefs God blefs and approve. The battle 
is the Lord's, but unlefs we fight we win 
no vidory. David's warrior, Eleazar (2 
Sam. xxiii. 10), "arofe, and fmote the 
Philiftines until his hand was weary, and 
his hand clave unto the iword: and the 
Lord," we read, " wrought a great viftory 
that day." Man works, you fee, and God 
enables ; juft as with our own gallant army, 
they fought bravely, devotedly, the Lord of 
Sabaoth looked on, and flood by them, and 
the vidlory was theirs : had they not fought, 
and well too, they had not conquered ; had 
not the Lord aided, they had been carried 
captive. It is not otherwife in the great 
{piritual combat which each foldier of 
Chrift is called on to wage. Our ftrength 
is not our own; all we have is perfeft weak- 
nefs: but we are not for that without 
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ftrength, becaufe, when we were thus, Chrift 
died for the ungodly — died that, having 
conquered and become the Captain of our 
falvation. He may uphold, cheer on, and 
impart ftrength to His faithful but often 
fainting foldiers. We know that the vic- 
tory is of God, and yet we ftrive as if it all 
depended on ourfelves. To work out our 
own falvation with fear and trembling is 
part, and only part ; and if we exclufively 
dwell on parts of truth, and try to fquare 
the Divine plans to finite minds, we fail, 
and rightly, for our prefumption. We 
work, indeed ; but we know that it is God 
who worketh in us, both to will and to do 
of his good pleafure. Thus, while there is 
no room for idlenefs or abufe of God's 
grace, there is no room for boafting : boaft- 
ing is abfolutely excluded from the Chrift- 
ian code, becaufe, even if we have done all 
that is commanded us (and who that knows 
the flridnefs and fpirituality of God's law 
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can deceive himfelf as to how he has ful- 
filled every command ?), — even if we had 
done all, ftiU we are unprofitable fervants. 
Experience flidws, that the lefs men do for 
Chrift the more are they apt to boaft. The 
holieft faints are the humbleft, while he who 
only cleanfes the outfide fays, "God, I thank 
Thee, that I am not as other men." The 
proud Pharifee, who has done nothing but 
deceive others and himfelf, boafts; the holy, 
indefatigable, felf-denying Paul, is, in his 
own eyes, lefs than the leaft. Which cha- 
rafter of thefe two fhadows forth yours, my 
beloved brethren ? Before you anfwer that 
inquiry before God, beg Him to remove 
felf-complacency, pray Him to teach you 
felf-knowledge, befeech Him to enable you 
to anfwer truly and fafely, and you will 
find that God refifteth — and who can ftand 
againft Him? — He "refifteth the proud, but 
giveth grace unto the humble." The proud 
He knoweth afar oflF^ but with the humble 
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He condefcends to dwell. " To this man 
will I look," He fays, " even to him that is 
poor and of a contrite fpirit, and trembleth 
at my word." Thus adluated, thus taught, 
dear brethren, under the cheering general- 
fliip of our Great Captain, and endued with 
ftrength which He alone can give, we may 
go forth conquering and to conquer. He 
approves. He ftrengthens. Our talk may 
be great, our burdens heavy, even heavier 
than of Ifrael in Egypt, but in the might 
of the Lord we may and Ihall prevail ; we ' 
fliall be delivered, and then we Ihall not 
only hear and read, but prove by happy 
experience, that God's ftrength is made per- 
fed in our weaknefs. If moved by the 
potent impulfe of God's Holy Spirit, if 
conftrained by the love of the Lord Jefus 
Chrift (His love to us and ours to Him), 
it will be our happy lot to know alfo that 
we can do all things through His ftrength 
given unto us. 



SERMON II. 



SIN GRADUAL. 



Blejfed is the man that walketh not in the 
counjel of the ungodly^ nor fiandeth in the 
way of JinnerSy nor fitteth in the feat of 
thefcornfuL 

But his delight is in the law of the Lord ; 
and in His law doth he meditate day and 
night Pfalm i. i, 2. 

It is encouraging to obferve that the 
opening of the Book of Pfalms, like the 
commencement of the Lord's fermon on 
the mount, is a beatitude. ^'Blefled is 
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the man," writes the Pfalmift ; "Blefled 
are they," fpake Jefus Chrift. 

In what is called " The Reformers' 
Bible," the following forcible and true de- 
fcription of the fcope of the Pfalms occurs 
— (thofe who enjoy the high poetry and deep 
fpirituality of Ifrael's melodies, will gladly 
hear quoted expreffions which fo well give 
utterance to the feelings of every devout 
Ghriftian) : — " The Book of Pfalms is fet 
forth unto us by the Holy Ghoft, to be 
efteemed a moft precious treafure ; wherein 
all things are contained that appertain to 
true felicity, as well in this life prefent as 
in the life to come. For the riches of true 
knowledge and heavenly wifdom are fet 
open for us, to take thereof moft abun- 
dantly. If we would know the great and 
high majefty of God, here we may fee the 
brightnefs thereof Ihine moft clearly. If 
we would feek His jncomprehenfible wis- 
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dom, here is the fchool of the fame pro- 
feffion. If we would comprehend His 
ineftimable bounty, and approach near 
thereunto, and fill our hands with that 
treafure, here we may have a moft lively 
and moft comfortable tafte thereof. If we 
would know wherein ftandeth our falvation 
and how to attain to life everlafting, 
here is Chrift, our only Redeemer and 
Mediator, moft evidently defcribed. The 
rich man may learn the true ufe of riches ; 
the poor man may find full contentment. 
He that will rejoice ftiall know the true 
joy, and how to keep meafure therein. 
They that are afflided and opprefled fhall 
fee wherein ftandeth their comfort, and how 
they ought to praife God when He fendeth 
them deliverance. The wicked and the 
perfecutors of the children of God ftiall fee 
how the hand of God is ever againft them ; 
and though He fuffer them to profper for 
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awhile, yet He bridleth them, infomuch that 
they cannot touch a hair of one's head, ex- 
cept He permit them ; and how in their 
end their deftruftion is moft miferable. 
We may here have prefent remedies againft 
all temptations, and troubles of mind and 
confcience; fo that, being well praftifed 
therein, we may be aflured againft all dan- 
gers in this life, live in the true fear and 
love of God, and at length attain to that 
incorruptible crown of glory which is laid 
up for all them that love the coming of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift." 

Is it your wilh, then, dear brethren, to 
know and enjoy that which conftitutes true 
bleflednefs ? Do you crave after a ftate of 
mind which you do not at prefent poflefs, 
and after future blifs, which, as far as pre- 
fent appearances indicate, you may have but 
fmall profpeft of enjoying ? Then, learn 
from our text the infallible rule for attain- 
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ing both ? It feems to confift, in part at 
leaft, in ceafing to do evil and learning to 
do well ; in efchewing that which is evil 
and following after that which is good ; in 
laying afide every weight, and running 
with patience the race fet before us ; in re- 
linquifhing, as diftafteful and injurious, the 
purfuits of carnal enjoyment, and in fetting 
the afFeftions on things above ; in re- 
nouncing the pomps and vanities of this 
wicked world, and all the finful lufts of the 
flefli ; and in fteadfaftly believing all the ar- 
ticles of the Chriftian faith. You thus 
obferve, that the bleflednefs of which the 
Pfalmift fpeaks confifts of negative and 
pofitive duties, — fhunning the ways of the 
godlefe, and walking in the way that leads 
to everlafting life. Blefled is the man that 
walketh not — that ftandeth not — that fitteth 
not. Thefe doings are laid afide, and, on 
the other hand, " his delight is in the law 
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of the Lord ; and in His law doth he me- 
ditate day and night." 

The difference, then, between the fer- 
vants of God and the ungodly is not only 
nominal, or one of ftate, it is an adual 
difference of charader. " Old things are 
pafTed away; behold, all things have be- 
come new." If any man be in Chrift, he 
is a new creature ; not only tranfpofed from 
the wildernefs world into the enclofure of 
the Church, but more than this, his nature, 
his tafles, his objeds and motives, are re- 
newed by the Holy Spirit. From having 
lived to himfelf, he has learned to live for 
God. The truant didates of his perverted 
will are under the control and conftraint of 
a high celeftial principle ; his thoughts are 
brought into captivity to the law of Chrift. 
In fhort, it is the difference between. death 
unto fin and a new life unto righteoufnefs : 
it is a crucifixion of the flefh with its affec- 
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tions and lufts, in place of pampering and 
indulging the natural tendencies of man, 
which incline him to evil. The exiftence 
of this new life may be tefted by the cri- 
terion of the text before us. The uncon- 
verted man does walk in the counfel of the 
ungodly, does ftand in the way of finners, 
does fit in the feat of the fcornful. The 
converted man does delight in the law of 
the Lord, does make it the conftant fubjed: 
of his meditation ; and the refult is obvious 
in his life, conduft, and converfation. It 
is no inefFeftive principle, but an operative, 
energetic power, which is as manifeft as the 
fruit on a healthy tree. For the Pfalmift 
goes on to fay, ver. 3, " And he ftiall be 
like a tree planted by the rivers of water, 
that bringeth forth his fruit in his feafon ; 
his leaf alfo fhall not wither ; and what- 
foever he doeth fhall profper." 

Let us now notice the terms in which 
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the charader of finners is exprefled. They 
are fpoken of as at firft ungodly — devoid 
of God-fearing hearts — indifferent — not 
abfolutely revelling in adive depravity, but 
ungodly. God is not in their thoughts — 
without God in the world — deficient in 
fandity, but not yet wallowing in fin. 
Then they become finners, i.e. pofitively 
wicked in condudt — infringing God's law- 
guilty of fin againfl: Him — finners — and 
the next phrafe is " fcornful : " more than 
ungodly — more than finners — adually 
fcornful — revelling in wickednefs, and 
fcornful of God and holinefs : fools 
making a mock of fin. 

Oh, how painfully frequent are cha- 
raders who illuftrate this gradual depar- 
ture from God ! Sin is firft placed before 
them as pleafing ; as Satan did to Eve — 
the tree was pleafant and good for food — ^to 
be defired. Imagine the cafe of any finner 
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— e.g. a drunkard — as afFording a ready 
and forcible illuftration. Pleafing to him is 
the firft unneceffary draught : for there is 
a pleafure in doing wrong. A kind of 
fatisfacftion is experienced by our evil-in- 
clined hearts, which rejoice in iniquity, 
although the confcience may remonftrate. 
But he may determine to ftiun the next 
time, although it is more probable he will 
crave for the repetition. But when the 
next time comes, the jeer of fome comrade, 
the challenge of a boon companion, makes 
that, about which at firft there was a fcru- 
ple, eafy and palatable. No difficulty or 
obftacle is now placed in the way, and that 
which was once tolerated becomes delight- 
ful. Pleafure without compundion is ex- 
perienced; no jeer, no challenge is now 
needed. The needlefs potation is called 
for at once, and from being delicious it 
becomes a matter of frequent occurrence. 
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Intervals were once obferved, but are 
now laid afide ; a craving and artificial 
thirft is impatient of them. Frequency 
becomes habit. Once and again has the 
fnare been gradually coiled round in in- 
creafing folds, and the efcape which once 
feemed eafy now feems impoffible. The 
habit, loofe at firft, by degrees is confirmed. 
No Samfon's ftrength avails to fnap the 
cords. The Philiftines are upon him ; he 
may try to efcape — try to break the bands, 
but they refift all efforts. The vile habit 
is confirmed. It becomes needful to the 
man's depraved exiftence. The more it is 
indulged, the more it craves ; yea, demands 
pampering. Confcience has all this time 
become weaker and weaker ; the voice, ever 
ftill and fmall, ceafes to remonftrate; the 
finner becomes impenitent. His heart is 
feared — forrow for fin finds in him no 
place. He is without repentance — he re- 
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lents not — remorfe is gone. He glories in 
his fliame. He who was a man has, ftep 
by ftep, levelled himfelf to fuch habits as 

even inferior animals do not acquire. 

* 

Having become impenitent, he refufes to 
hearken to remonftrance or the voice of 
warning. The terrors of hell move not, 
nor the fweet voice of tender mercy. He 
wifhes there may be no hereafter, and he 
perfuades himfelf to believe there is none — 
no punifliment, no wrath, no judgment- 
feat. He is now obftinate in his iniquity 
— dogged — immovable — unimpreffible — 
twice dead — apathetic to the moft urgent 
entreaty. He repulfes all overtures. He 
fhuts the door which mercy would open — 
flams it — refolves never to repent — is 
given over to a reprobate mind. The time 
is come which is defcribed by the Spirit of 
the Lord in Prov. i. 24-31, "Becaufe I 
have called, and ye refufed ; I have 
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ftretched out my hand, and no man re- 
garded ; but ye have fet at nought all my 
counfel, and would none of my reproof: I 
alfo will laugh at your calamity; I will 
mock when your fear cometh ; when your 
fear cometh as defolation, and your de- 
ftrudion cometh as a whirlwind ; when dis- 
trefs and anguifli cometh upon you. Then 
fliall they call upon me, but I will not an- 
fwer ; they fhall' feek me early, but they 
fliall not find me : for that they hated know- 
ledge, and did not choofe the fear of the 
Lord: they would none of my counfel: 
they defpifed all my reproof. Therefore 
fliall they eat of the fruit of their own way, 
and be filled with their own devices." Then 
is the wicked man turned into hell, to join 
the other people who forget God. Are not 
fuch examples to be met with ? Not only 
in the debafing fin of drunkennefs — that 
difgracing blot in the charafter of our 
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countrymen — but in other evil propenfities 
and doings, fuch as fabbath-breaking, un- 
cleannefs, theft, or lying. A man fins 
once, yea twice, and fays within himfelf he 
will leave off; but the hill is too fteep — 
the downward path too flippery ; he cannot 
ftop, and the foaming torrent at the bafe 
whirls him to deftrudion. 

Not only is the charadter of the wicked 
pourtrayed in terms which denote gradual 
imbuing with wickednefs, but the modes of 
adion and life which are adopted by them 
are here fimilarly fet forth. Notice the 
expreflion. Firft, the Pfalmift fpeaks of 
" walking " in the counfel of the ungodly ; 
then of " (landing " in the way of finners ; 
then of ^' fitting." Each one, you obferve, 
more indicative of remaining than the one 
which preceded. "At the window of my 
houfe," writes Solomon, " I looked through 
the cafement, and beheld among the fim- 
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pie ones, I difcerned among the youths, a 
young man void of underftanding, paffing 
through the ftreet near her corner." Yes, 
walking in the counfel of the ungodly — 
walking at the brink of a precipice. Then 
he ftands to fpeak with the tempter. Then 
he falls into the fnare of the devil. ^* Her 
houfe is the way to hell, going down to 
the chambers of death." (Prov. vii. 27.) 
Juft as you may fee now : youths, void 
of underftanding — fimple ones — ^walking, 
fauntering on the Lord's day, idling, pre- 
fenting themfelves as eafy prey to the 
watchful emiflaries of Satan. Inftead 
of wending their way, as they fhould do, 
to the houfe of God, to be taught the 
things of God and fortified againft the 
attacks of fin, they walk in the way of 
the ungodly. Then do they ftand at 
lurking corners of the ftreet, in the way of 
finners. They converfe — they liften to 
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fuggeftions. To fuch the wife man fays 
(Eccles. xi. 9), " Rejoice, O young man, in 
thy youth ; and let thy heart cheer thee in 
the days of thy youth, and walk [yes, walk 
in the counfel of the ungodly] in the 
ways of thine heart, and in the fight of 
thine eyes." (How many follow this pro- 
cefs !) " But," continues the Preacher, 
*' but know thou, that for all thefe things 
God will bring thee into judgment." Aye, 
they walk, then they ftand ftill, and next 
we find them fitting down among the 
fcorners — mocking God, mocking facred 
things, mocking religion and its followers ; 
{corning the being of God in fuch a way 
as to exemplify the text, which declares, 
*^ The fool hath faid in his heart, There is 
no God," But his faying it will not make 
it fo. Before that God whom he has 
mocked will the fcorner have to ftand 
face to face in judgment, and receive the 
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juft, the unalterable decree of eternal 
banifliment from God's prefence, where 
alone is perpetual happinefs to be found. 
" Bind him hand and foot, and take him 
away, and caft him into outer darknefs, 
where there fhall be weeping and gnaftiing 
of teeth." 

Are fuch perfons bleffed ? The queftion 
is mockery. No. Bleffed is he who walk- 
eth not — ftandeth not — fitteth not — fitteth 
not in the feat of the fcornful. . Eternal 
ruin awaits one courfe — endlefs bleffednefs 
the other. ^^ Bleffed is he that has delight 
in the law of the Lord, and in His law 
doth he meditate day and night." We 
may interpret the expreffion, " the law," as 
the moral rules of government which God 
has laid down to guide men's obedience ; 
or, in a more extended fenfe, as that whole 
facred volume of Revelation which contains 
not only the law of God, but fets before us 
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means, motives, encouragements for obe- 
dience to it, as well as points out a refuge 
to loft man, who, whenever he fins, trans- 
grefles the law. Taking it in either fenfe, 
it is a forcible contraft to the purfuits and 
habits of the ungodly. In the 19th Pfalm 
we find it ftated that "the law of the 
Lord is perfed, converting the foul : the 
teftimony of the Lord is fure, making 
wife the fimple." The marginal reading 
is, " the dodrine of the Lord is perfeft." 
The true man of God delights in the 
law of God. It aflTords fcope for medi- 
tation and ftudy. The bufy hours of day 
are hallowed by its leaven; the length- 
ened watches of the night are occupied 
in its contemplation. It imbues his con- 
du<5t, breathes into his words, fanftifies his 
thoughts, gives wifdom to his counfels. 
It is profitable to him for dodrine, for 
reproof, for corredion, for inftrudion in 



40 SERMON II. 

righteoufnefs, and this, with a view that he 
may be perfedt, throughly furniflied unto 
all good works. 

Are you then, dear brethren, among 
thofe who value this law — this word of 
God? Do you ufe and appreciate your 
treafure ? Is it your folace ? Are its 
facred pages your counfellors ? Do you 
not only advocate the right, but praftife 
the duty of comparing dodtrines with 
Scripture ? Do you fearch the Scriptures ? 
Would it be your direft calamity to be 
debarred from your Bible? Or will the 
poor, dark Italians, who are denied its 
enlightening poffeffion, rife up againft you 
in judgment ? It is an unfpeakable bles- 
fing to have an open Bible in a tongue all 
can underftand, and at a nominal price 
which all can afford ; but it is a privilege for 
which we fhall have to render our account. 
The Holy Scriptures received with faith were 
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able to make Timothy, taught by maternal 
^ety, wife unto falvation. If you are ftiU 
ignorant of falvation, how will you plead 
excufe? Oh, that more prayerful medi- 
tations were brought to bear on the word of 
God! It would be a fedative againft the 
ftimulants of the age, and the beft pre- 
ventive againft being carried to and fro 
by the various doftrines that blow over the 
Church's floor. By them we may be wife 
unto falvation, through faith which is in 
Chrift Jefus. By them the man of God 
may be perfeft, throughly furnifhed unto 
all good works. What higher teftimony 
could be defired — a teftimony written by 
the finger of God ? Where, then, have 
you claffed yourfelves, dear brethren ? 
Amongft the ftudents of God's word — 
valuing it above rubies — feeking from it 
your guidance in life and your comfort in 
a dying hour ? Or have you found your- 
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felves in either of the three gradations of 
alienation from God? Ye who are walk- 
ing in the counfel of the ungodly, part com- 
pany with them ; and as Enoch did, walk 
with God — live the life of the righteous, 
in order that you may die his death. Or, 
are you halting — Handing in the way of 
iinners — liftening to them — fympathizing 
with their fentiments, and about to adopt 
their praftices ? Rather " ftand fail in the 
faith;" watch ye; be ftrong; "for now," 
as St. Paul fays, " we live, if we ftand faft 
in the Lord." 

Are ye even fitting in the feat of the 
fcorners ? " How long will the fcorners 
delight in their fcorning, and fools hate 
knowledge? Turn you," pleads God, 
'^ turn you at my reproof : behold, I will 
pour out my Spirit unto you. I will 
make known my words unto you." (Prov. 
i. 22.) In your prefent charafter you are 
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repuliive to God, for He fcorneth the 
fcomers, but to the lowly He giveth wif- 
dom. Turn ye, then ; turn ye : for why 
will ye die ? Seek that Spirit which God 
promifes to fuch as feek aright — the Spirit 
of contrition — the Spirit that will take of 
the things of Chrift and fliow them to you 
— who will pluck you even as a brand from 
the burning, that you may be pardoned 
from all your fins, fanftified wholly, body, 
foul, and {pirit, and be preferved blamelefs 
until the day of Chrift. 
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EARTHLY AND SPIRITUAL JOY. 



Thou wilt Jhow me the path of life: in Thy 
prefence is fulnefs of joy; at Thy right 
hand there are pleafures for evermore. — 
Pfalm xvi. 1 1 . 

1 HE tide of the p{alm from which my 
text is taken is " Michtam of David " — that 
is, being interpreted, " a golden pfalm." It 
contains indeed wifdom more precious than 
gold, yea than fine gold. May it be our 
privilege to fearch out and appropriate to 
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ourfelves the treafures contained in that 
part of it which I have read. Its chief 
value confifts in its prophetic allufions to 
the Son of Man — its fecondary importance 
in the reflefted reference it has to the faith- 
ful believers in the Lord Jefus Chrift. That 
it refers to Mefliah, is afcertained beyond 
diipute by the quotation made from it by 
St. Peter, in Ads, ii. 25, 26, 27, 28, and 
30, 3 1 : — " For David fpeaketh concerning 
him, I forefaw the Lord always before my 
face, for he is on my right hand, that I 
fliould not be moved : therefore did my 
heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad ; 
moreover alfo my flefh fliall reft in hope : 
becaufe thou wilt not leave my foul in hell, 
neither wilt thou fuffer thine Holy One to 
fee corruption. Thou haft made known to 
me the way of life ; thou flialt make me 
full of joy with thy countenance. . . . 
Therefore being a prophet, and knowing 
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that God had (worn with an oath to him^ 
that of the fruit of his loins, according to 
the flefli, he would raife up Chrift to fit on 
his throne ; He feeing this before fpake of 
the refurredion of Chrift, that his foul was 
not left in hell, neither his flefh did fee cor- 
ruption." It refers to the human body of 
Jefus Chrift, who was laid in the tomb 
after crucifixion, and raifed from that 
tomb by the power of God before the taint 
of corruption had pafl!ed over it. The 
Holy One of God, being unftained by the 
contamination of fin, partook not of that 
revolting refult of fin, namely, the return- 
ing of our bodies to the earth to be prey to 
the devouring worm. But for us, brethren, 
*^ aflies to afties, duft to duft," is what will 
be (aid over each one of us, when our fpirit 
has departed from its frail tenement. The 
rattle of the falling earth will found in 
mournful fadnefs to our friends around the 
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grave, but our ear will hear it no more. 
The trumpet of the archangel will be 
the only found which fhall recall our de- 
parted bodies ; and at that call, brethren, 
we fhall arife from the dead. "Though 
after my fkin worms deftroy this body,** 
writes Job, "yet in my flefh fhall I fee 
God." He that raifed Chrifl from the dead 
(Rom. viii. 11), fhall alfo quicken our mor- 
tal bodies by His Spirit that dwelleth in us. 
This corruptible fhall put on incorruption — 
this mortal fhall put on immortality. 

The ^^path of life " was fhown to the 
Lord Jefus by the Father. He was led 
through the valley of the fhadow of death 
to fear no evil. His flefh did refl in hope. 
" He afcended into heaven ; He fitteth on 
the right hand of the Father, God Almighty : 
from whence He fhall come to judge the 
quick and dead ;" at whofe coming all men 
fhall rife again with their bodies. And thus. 
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and therefore, brethren, we embrace the 
confoling doftrine of meeting our brethren 
in Chrift after death in our own bodies, 
glorified indeed, and relieved of all earthly 
incumbrance, and prefented fpotlefs before 
the throne of God. 

Of this we are reminded each time we 
join in the Apoftles' Creed, " I believe in the 
refurredlion of the body." Yes, brethren, 
as much and as firmly as " I believe in the 
life everlafting." In the glowing words of 
Bifhop Home, " The return of Chrift from 
the grave is beautifully defcribed by Je- 
hovah 'fhowing' or difcovering to Him 
^ a path of life * leading through the valley 
of the fhadow of death, and from that val- 
ley to the fiunmit of Mount Zion, or to 
the mount of God in heaven, on which He 
now fits enthroned. There, exalted at the 
right hand of the Father, that human body 
which expired on the crofs, and flept in 
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the fepulchre, lives and reigns, filled with 
delight and encircled by glory incompre- 
henfible and endlefs." " Through this. 
Thy beloved Son," he continues, "and our 
dear Saviour, Thou fhalt Jhow us likewife, 
O Lord, the path of life : Thou fhalt 
juflify our fouls by Thy grace now, and 
raife our bodies by Thy power at the lafl 
day ; when earthly forrows fhall terminate 
in heavenly joy, and momentary pain fhall 
be rewarded with everlafling felicity." 

Now, brethren, it is an acknowledged 
faft, that all men hope and cherifh a kind 
of vague anticipation of fome time or other, 
and by fome means or other, partaking of 
thefe heavenly joys. 

But we mufl not forget that " the path 
of life " is narrow, " and few there be that 
find it." Our Mafler, who led the way for 
us to follow, is abjent from us. He has 
intrufled to each of us talents of various 
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kinds and degrees. The abufe and negledt 
of thofe gifts is not the way to receive His 
approbation when He fhall come again. 
The diligent — thofe who are faithful, even 
though it be over but few things — they 
alone fhall hear Him fay, "Well done, 
good and faithful fervant ; enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord," 

To enter finally into this "joy of the 
Lord," is fo ftupendous a truth, that we 
hardly conceive its force. Men are far 
more inclined to enter into the "joy" 
which the prince of this world offers, than 
to defer their period of joy until that prince 
is overcome, and the Prince of Righteous- 
nefs reigns in his flead. Why is this ? 
Becaufe temporal things zx^Jeen — temporal 
joys are prejenty and beguile the unwary. 
Eternal things are unfeen — they require the 
eye of faith to behold them ; and faith is 
fcarce among men, and where found it is 
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often weak, and fo furrounded by murky 
atmofphere that it is only by occafional 
glimpfes that it beholds that which is un- 
feen. But though men are led afide by 
earthly joys, of what real value are they ? 
Behold the pleafures of fenfe and their vo- 
taries ! From the moft grovelling indul- 
gence of carnal pleafure to the higheft gra- 
tification of exalted tafte, each one finds 
that his objedl of defire, after a while, 
vanifhes from him. If a brief indulgence is 
obtained, it is gone, and a dreary blank 
fucceeds. If a man determines to take his 
fill of earth's delights, the more he grafps 
the more does he find their infufficient na- 
ture ; nay, more, there is that in earth's 
delights that caufes them, when abounding, 
to cloy and naufeate the palate — their plen- 
tiful nefs renders them lefs valued ; and not 
only do many of them pall on the tafle, but 
they vitiate and deflroy the power of 
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entering into their delights. The flave of 
indulged and unreftrained fenfuality, of 
whatever kind, entails on himfelf loathfome 
punifhment ; the drunkard becomes fottifti 
and repulfive ; the unclean, a mafs of cor- 
ruption. But, afcending higher in the fcale 
of the joys which earth can offer, we find 
hoUownefs is ftill their charafteriftic. The 
moft alluring of the purfuits of time induce 
apathy, and the keennefs of their fafcina- 
tions becomes blunted as time goes on ; fo 
that no man is more deftitute of true joys 
than he who has long been able to command 
their abundant continuance. The ftimulus 
lofes its potency, and the craving after it 
deftroys any delight in fober realities. But, 
higher ftill, the lofty afpirations of a culti- 
vated intelled, rich as are the mines they 
unfold, and pure as is their purfuit, the 
power to purfue, in time, fails ; the fenfes, 
which purvey to the mind, become dim ; or 
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the attention, and with it the memory, be- 
comes feeble ; and at the decline of life, 
and on the bed of death, when joys are 
craved after, the reed on which the man 
leaned is found to be broken and unfound. 
Or, if we regard other joys which are afforded 
to us in time, fuch as the delights of family 
afFedlion and love, (and what on earth is 
more pure than that ?) even that fweet cup 
is not without its bitter ; thofe dear ties are 
not for ever ; when moft valued, they may 
be fnapped : the circle is broken in upon by 
Death, and nought can ever fill it up as 
before. Or, loved ones go aftray, and 
thofe whom we would fee around us at the 
domeftic altar, or in the fanduary of the 
Lord, remind us, with fad force, that un- 
mixed joy is not found in that fountain. 
Adam had to mourn of his Cain ; David 
over his Abfalom ; the parents of her who 
was a finner, over their wandering daughter. 
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And, once more, even the happinefs which 
is found in ads of benevolence and charity 
is not without alloy ; the beft intentions are 
deceived, or ingratitude chills, or flanderers 
mifinterpret. And fo it would be found, 
brethren, if we were to examine every 
cup of earth's joy. We have noticed but 
a few, and found, without effort or exaggera- 
tion, that each one has its peculiar deficiency ; 
but I have not mentioned two grand points, 
in which the charafter of all falls fhort of 
perfednefs. Not one is complete in its 
fatisfying nature, — either in itfelf, or from 
fome caufe in us, each one is infufEcient, and 
not one is continuous. Every one comes 
to an end — fome more quickly than others ; 
— but a boundary line arrefts them all. 
This is a plain truth ; but what is its re- 
fult ? — what the inference ? Why, this, 
brethren : that they cannot be the true food 
for man's foul, which is immortal — never 
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dying. To fill our fouls, brethren, we re- 
quire fomething which fhall be commen- 
furatc in exiftence with thofe fouls. If our 
joys leave us as the foul departs from the 
body, or before, of what worth are they ? — 
will they anfwer our requirements ? No, 
brethren. Whither, then, fhall we turn? 
The foul is made for, and is capable of, en- 
joyment: what fpring is fufEciently inex- 
hauftible to fupply its cravings ? Here, 
brethren, we have it, — " Thou wilt fliow 
me the path of life : in thy prefence is ful- 
nefs of joy ; at thy right hand there are 
pleafures for evermore." There is "ful- 
nefs of joy :" at the right hand of God 
are pleafures — never-failing delights — 
pleafures for evermore. 

But, brethren, before I touch on thefe 

4 

joys, let me meet a thought which may 
have occurred to the minds of fome : " If 
this be fo, are we to be doleful and 
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wretched here below ? If all things are fo 
gloomy, how miferable is our condition ! " 
And this thought is partially true, for we 
are in a world of fin, and confequently it is 
one of mifery ; and if you look to thofe 
fources of joy alone to make you happy, 
you are of all men the moft miferable, 
though you know it not. But, in another 
fenfe, the higher pleafures I mentioned are 
beftowed on us by a merciful God, and are 
to be valued and enjoyed as coming from 
Him. Thus, the Chriftian, as regarding 
earthly bleflings in their proper and fubor- 
dinate pofition, alone is the happy man; 
the faithful believer, he alone is blefled. 
Relaxation is enjoyed by him, as fitting him 
for frefli duties; and all relaxation which 
has a contrary tfftA is efchewed. Family 
ties call forth the tenderefl: exercife of 
love, a charafterifliic of heaven, which fliall 
exifl: and flourifli when faith and hope fhall 
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be no more. Intelledlual refearches enable 
him more and more to worfhip and reve- 
rence the High and Holy One, and the ex- 
ercife of a cheerful benevolence exhilarates 
him with the happy knowledge that his 
" God loveth a cheerful giver." 

The faithful fervant of God is called on 
to be joyful even here. " Abraham re- 
joiced to fee the day of Chrift ; he faw it, 
and was glad : " maybe his vifion was but 
imperfedt. Prophets and kings defired to 
fee the things which we fee, and did not fee 
them : our joying, then, fliould have its 
fource in " the glad tidings of great joy " 
which have been made to the world. This 
is a high kind of joy, of which worldlings 
know nothing. The word of God, too, 
affords joy to the Chriftian. The faints of 
old conftantly fpake of this. David fays, 
over and over again, " The ftatutes of the 
Lord rejoice the heart ; " and Jeremiah, 
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"Thy words were found, and I did eat 
them ; and thy word was unto me the joy 
and rejoicing of mine heart." (Jer. xv. 1 6.) 
Yet the Chriftian's joy is one of reverence ; 
it is quiet, not ecftatic ; tranquil, abiding ; 
and it is mingled with awe. " Rejoice 
with trembling ! " Why ? Becaufe he knows 
that here all is brief and definite ; though 
he reap in joy, yet has he to fow in tears. 
" Thefe things have I fpoken unto you," 
faid our Lord, " that my joy might re- 
main in you, and that your joy might be 
full ; " and yet, though the faithful inherit 
the promifes hereafter, it is "through 
much tribulation." So that while the 
Chriftian has many fources of joy here, 
though pafling through the valley of Baca 
he make it a well, yet it is true that 

*'The path offorrow, and that path alone. 
Leads to the world where forrow is unknown." 
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Here is a marvel, which, like the white 
ftone, he alone knoweth to whom it is 
given. To rejoice in tribulation requires 
fpiritual difcernment to comprehend, but 
it is not the lefs true. Behold a fervant of 
God in temporal trials : " Although the fig- 
tree fliall not bloflbm, neither fliall fruit be 
in the vines ; the labour of the olive fhall 
fail, and the fields fhall yield no meat ; the 
flock fhall be cut off from the fold, and 
there fhall be no herd in the flails : yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the 
God of my falvation" (Habakkuk, iii. 17, 
18): and Job (a notable example of flrong 
confidence), "Though he flay me, yet 
will I truft in Him ; " and if, on the other 
hand, the bleffings of Providence defcend 
on a Chriflian, it is his duty to rejoice. 

There is an afFedted and morbid feeling 
abroad that a Chriflian mufl go mourning 
all his days, with the face of a martyr. 
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though furrounded by bleflings, fpiritual 
and temporal. But felf and pride are 
often evident in the downcaft countenance, 
and a pharifaic heart fcarcely concealed by 
an afliimed appearance of afcetic humility. 
Rather, my brethren, let the faithful 
" heartily rejoice in the ftrength of our fal- 
vation." Let us come before God's pre- 
fence with thankfgivings, and fhow ourfelves 
glad in Him with pfalms. ** Blefs the Lord, 
O my foul ; blefs His holy name : who for- 
giveth all thine iniquities ; who redeemeth 
thy life from deftrudlion ; who crowneth thee 
with lovingkindnefs and tender mercies." 
And where fpecially fhall the Chriftian feel 
elevated into joy? He may receive it in 
circumftances of great earthly trial; as, for 
example, did the apoftles in prifon. But 
in the fanduary of the Lord, brethren, there 
it abounds. " I was glad when they faid unto 
me. Let us go into the houfe of the Lord." 
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Here it is, although not here only, that we 
feek to ** ferve the Lord with gladnefe, and 
come before His prefence with a fong." 
Here it is we pray, '^ Endue thy minifters 
with righteoufnefs, and make thy chofen 
people joyful;" the joy of the Lord is 
our ftrength. Yes, if ever a foretafte of 
heaven is allowed, it is in the courts of the 
Lord's houfe. If ever a beginning of the 
eternal Sabbath is vouchfafed, it is on the 
Lord's holy day on earth. Thofe who 
love the Lord, love His day and His fer- 
vice. To thofe who have not this love 
fhed abroad in their hearts by the power of 
the Holy Ghoft, public fervice is a dead 
form — a ceremony gone through-r-a pe- 
nance endured — a painful facrifice offered, 
rather than the joyful fervice of a willing 
heart ; and in no point does the joy of the 
worldling and that of the believer ftand in 
greater oppofition than in the feeling with 



SERMON III. 63 

which the Lord's day is regarded. Many find 
it a long, wearifome time, difficult to be got 
through; and though the clear waters of 
life are flowing out, they muft be found 
dabbling in the impure cifterns of the 
world's doings. The tidings from diftant 
countries is greedily fought after, the glad 
tidings of great joy are negledted and re- 
fufed. The columns of the Sunday jour- 
nal are poured over, and, of courfe, the 
pages of God's Holy Book are diftafteful. 
What would fuch perfons do with them- 
felves in heaven ? Why, it would be the 
dulleft place imaginable. There the praifes 
of God fill the mouths of all ; there purity 
and holinefs pervade the ferene atmo- 
{phere; there is a perpetual Sabbath, the 
world's turmoil is over — it is rolled up as a 
fcroU : and if all thefe worldly interefts which 
are fo tranfient are ftill fo dear, how irk- 
fome you would find it to be without them. 
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You cannot, then, fail to fee that you muft, 
in taftes and habits, be prepared for heaven, 
as well as heaven prepared for you. The 
Lord's day is mercifully given us as a 
fpecial time for this preparation, and its 
precious hours are but few and fleeting : 
why, then, pervert them, and make them a 
curfe and not a blefling ? Pray for higher 
and holier taftes — pray that the root of the 
matter may be fet right ; not only that 
this or that outward obfervance may be 
kept, but that the love of Chrift within 
the heart may conftrain you ; then you will 
call the Sabbath a delight: it will be one of 
thofe joyous refrefliments which our gra- 
cious God has provided for our fuftenance 
in the journey through this wildernefs to 
heaven. The day will be holy unto the 
Lord, and honourable ; you will, according 
to command, "keep the Lord's Sabbath 
and reverence His fanduary," 
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In God's prefence is fulnefsof joy, and at 
His right hand are pleafures for evermore. 
Yes, brethren in Chrift, we fliall there 
fee face to face Him who fitteth on the 
right hand of God ; where He is, there fhall 
we be : now we fee through a glafe darkly, 
then fhall we know even as we are known. 
We fhall enter into the height, and length, 
and breadth, and depth of that love which 
now pafTeth knowledge. "Eye hath not 
feen, nor ear heard, neither have entered 
into the heart of man, the things that God 
hath prepared for thofe that love Him." 
Thofe heavenly myfleries fhall we then be- 
hold ; we fhall join in the heavenly fong ; 
we fhall be re-united to thofe near and dear 
to us, who have before us departed hence 
in the Lord ; and the river of the water of 
life, clear as cryflal, fhall flow on for eter- 
nity, and all who drink of it live for ever. 
Joy fhall be full — pleafures for evermore ; 
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holy joy and holy pleafures for holy in- 
habitants : but the Chriftian's chief joy will 
be to be with the Lord Jefus, to behold His 
glory, and to join in that fong of falvation 
to our God and to the Lamb, — " Bleffing, 
and glory, and wifdom, and thankfgiving, 
and honour, and power, and might, be unto 
our God and unto the Lamb, for ever and 
ever." And, brethren, who will join in 
that fong ? Thofe who have waflied their 
robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Redeemer's facrifice; thofe for whom 
His facrifice and mediation have procured 
pardon ; thofe whom His Spirit hath 
purified and made holy. Remember, 
again, you muft be prepared in heart for 
heaven's joys, as well as heaven's joys pre- 
pared for you, 

" Now unto Him that is able to keep 
you from falling, and to prefent you fault- 
less before the prefence of His glory with 
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exceeding joy, to the only wife God our 
Saviour, be glory and majefty, dominion 
and power, both now and ever. Amen." 
(Jude, 24, 25.) 



SERMON IV. 



OUR FATHER'S ROD. 



Before I was affiiSled Iwent aft ray : but now 
have I kept TChy word. — Pfalm cxix. 67. 

1 HE harp of Ifrael's fweet Pfalmift ever 
awakes refponfive chords in the hearts of 
God's true fervants ; and when they perufe 
in David's infpired compofitions his ever- 
varying experience, they behold, as in a 
glafe, a correfponding counterpart to their 
own. It is this which renders the Book of 
Pialms fo valuable to the Chriftian — this 
which applies them to the foul, with a deep 
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power and mighty force, which fcarcely, if 
at all, belongs to any other compofition. 
Here he finds that he is a member to a true 
brotherhood; that in the Jewifh Church 
and people were fentiments held and uttered 
kindred to all that is high and noble in 
hearts energized by the love of the Re- 
deemer Our pofleffion of the Book of 
Pfalms, in common with the ancient people 
of lirael, and our equal reverence with 
them for its fublimities, together with the 
faft, that to them, humanly fpeaking, we 
owe them (as, indeed, all the Divine ora- 
cles) ; and that, as thefe pfalms are appointed 
to be read in churches, fo are they read 
and fung in fynagogues, adds an additional 
weight to the lafting gratitude due from the 
Church of Chrift to that people, and a 
ftrong ground why, above Turks, infidels, 
and heretics, they call for our fpecial iym- 
pathies and eflforts. " Their brotherhood 
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with us is of a very peculiar kind ;" and in 
proof of this, among other fafts, " their hav- 
ing amongft themfelves the fixed forms of 
all devotional expreffion which the heart of 
every Chriftian man, juft in proportion as it 
is thoroughly imbued with the Holy Spirit, 
naturally takes as the beft and moft chofen 
mode of exprefling its own defires — all of 
thefe bind us to this ancient people of God 
by a fpecial tie of brotherhood. Every one 
of us, who, ftanding over the open grave to 
which we have been committing the bodies 
of thofe dear to us, has felt that the words 
of the Pfalm which we then recite in our 
Liturgy, have been the very words above 
all others in which he would defire to offer 
up his heart's fubmiffion to God, muft feel 
that he has a duty to that ancient people. 
Every one who has wept in fecret, and 
fmitten upon his breaft in the confcioufnefs 
of tranfgreffion, muft feel that the brethren 
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of that Royal Pfalmift, from whofe broken 
heart the Spirit of Jehovah drew forth the 
fifty-firft Pfalm, is ours in an efpecial 
brotherhood — ours in the brotherhood of 
repentance, in the unity of a wounded fpirit." 

Ours, too, I would add, in the gentle 
fympathies which the fcourging hand of a 
common Father is wont to create — ours to 
acknowledge, " Before I was afflifted I 
went aftray: but now have I kept Thy 
word." 

And now, brethren, while we confider 
the fliort defcription which David gives of 
his character and life in the text, every 
faithful child of God will trace the refem- 
blance to himfelf — the fpiritual family like- 
nefs (if I may fo fpeak) which diftinguifhes 
thofe who, in hearty afFecftion, are privileged 
to addrefs Jehovah as "Our Father!" 
" Abba, Father ! " Three ftates or divi- 
fions of his life are referred to by David : 
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Firft. The period of going aftray " be- 
fore he was afflifted." 

Secondly. The time of his afflidtion. 

Thirdly. The refult of it in his charac- 
ter. " Now have I kept Thy word." 

Firft. The period before afflidtion, when 
the heart goes aftray : " Ye were as flieep 
going aftray, but are now returned to the 
Shepherd and Biftiop of your fouls," writes 
St. Peter. 

Now, when we fpeak in this figurative 
language of " going aftray," we encounter 
no oppofition in the hearts of unenlightened 
men. The painful truth declared in the 
expreflion is not fo evident as when clothed 
in language divefted of metaphor. Ac- 
cordingly, multitudes will join in the con- 
feffion of our Church, " Almighty and moft 
merciful Father, we have erred and ftrayed 
from thy ways like loft flieep." (The very 
fame idea and expreflion.) But yet, when 
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preffed to acknowledge this confeflion indi- 
vidually y many and varied are the tortuous 
methods by which minds. Aimed over by 
the fubtle ferpent of Eden's garden, flip out 
of and elude the clenchings of the applica- 
tion : " Well, they don't know if they have 
been fo very bad, after all ; certainly they 
are no worfe than their neighbours ;" and a 
variety of fuch-like heathenifti pleas of felf- 
defence are produced. I can only fay that 
fuch perfons, if they ever thoughtfully re- 
{pond at all in the humble confeflion of our 
public fervice, muft think that the words 
are Angularly inapplicable to their cafe. 
How can a pharifee, of felf-applauding no- 
tions and high ideas of excellence — how can 
fuch an one allow " that he has followed too 
much the devices and deflres of his own 
heart — that he has oflfended againft God's 
holy laws — that he has left undone thofe 
things which he ought to have done, and 
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done thofe things which he ought not to 
have done, and that there is no health in 
him ?" How can fuch cry out, " Have 
mercy on me, a miferable offender !" when 
the (ecret of his heart is, that he is clear of 
offence ? 

But it is no natural acknowledgment for 
a man to fay, " I went aftray." He muft 
firft be acquainted with the ftriftnefs 
of God's holy law — he muft be taught 
of God's Spirit that " fin is the tranfgres- 
fion of the law:" the law is, as it 
were, a decifive line of demarcation — one 
fide is right, the other wrong. He that 
tranfgrefl!cs, or fteps acrofs from one fide to 
the other, from right to wrong, he breaks 
the law — he fins— he goes aft ray, and is 
guilty in God's fight. When a man has 
learned this leflTon, and has proved, by &d 
experience, that, according to this code, no 
man that breathes is free from fin, then he 
begins to acknowledge that he has indeed 
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" gone aftray." " Enter not into judgment 
with thy fervant, O Lord ; for in Thy fight 
fliall no fleifh living be juftified." This is 
then his cry. " By the law does he obtain 
a knowledge of fin." By the broken law 
he feels condemned, fo that he cannot ftand 
before God's tribunal while the fentence of 
*' Guilty ! " is recorded againft him ; and 
thus the law, as it were, by the inftrudions, 
not unaccompanied by the flagellations of a 
fchoolmafter, brings him to Chrift: — brings 
him there as a penitent — as feeling himfelf 
undone. The bite of the ferpent has 
wounded him, fpiritual death is gnawing 
him, and the lifting up of the Son of Man 
becomes as certainly curative to his fin- 
ftricken foul as the brazen ferpent of Mofes 
was to the dying body of the Ifraelite, 
whofe eye, even now glazed by coming dis- 
folution, ftill had ftrength and faith enough 
to turn towards the emblem of falvation, 
and live. " All we like flieep," fays Ifaiah, 
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" have gone aftray ; we have turned every 
one to his own way ; but the Lord hath 
laid on Him the iniquity of us all." Does 
it feem hard that the leaft infraftion of the 
law fliould be condemnatory and fatal to a 
man's righteoufnefs before God ? Then 
remember, if the difeafe is dire, the remedy 
is efFeftual. We may not fight againft 
God, but in tliankful humility, while we 
confefs our going aftray, accept the fatisfying 
declaration, that on Him who died on the 
crofs on our behalf, the Lord hath laid the 
iniquity of all who believe in Him. 

" But," fay fome, " you can't mean that 
we who have been fuch good neighbours, 
and done nobody any harm, are to confefs 
that we have gone aftray like loft fheep ? 
It may apply to the abandoned of both 
fexes to fay thus ; but for moral, upright 
folks, it is out of the queftion." Ah, be- 
loved brethren, in feeling fuch a fentiment. 
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and in making fuch a ftatement, you litde 
know in what company you place your- 
felves. The chief priefts and Pharifees 
were excellent people, no doubt — good 
neighbours, good livers ; but in Matthew 
xxi. 31, you will find that our Lord fo- 
lemnly declared to them, " Verily, I {ky 
unto you, the publicans and harlots [thofe 
are the bafeft of both {cx-es] go into the 
kingdom of God before you." Their pride 
kept them from Chrift. They did not feel 
to require a Saviour. What fhould fuch 
good people as they were do with pardon ? 
Not having done much or any harm, it was 
not wanted for them. So they rejefted the 
King of the Jews. They abhorred that 
Holy and Juft One. They crucified the 
Lord of Glory. They would not have 
that man to reign over them. 

Simon the Pharifee entertained the Lord 
in his houfe, but omitted the due courtefies 
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of life. The woman that was a finner re- 
ceived Him into her heart ; and, while 
Simon denied Him the ufual water of civi- 
lity, flie bathed His weary feet with her 
tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her 
head. " He is gone to be a gueft with a 
man that is a finner," faid they, when Jefus 
went to the home of Zaccheus, and in fo 
doing brought falvation to his houfe. He 
was a publican, {i.e. one who farmed taxes 
under the Roman government, and there- 
fore obnoxious,) and he was blefl!ed by 
the Redeemer who had come to Zion. 

In thefe two charaders we find inftances 
to prove that publicans and harlots entered, 
becaufe they, having much to be forgiven, 
valued pardon ; while formalifts, who trufted 
in themfelves that they were righteous, 
were fhut out of the kingdom, becaufe they 
fought it, as it were, by the deeds of the 
law, and ftumbled at that ftumbling-ftone. 
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Individuals among the publicans and har- 
lots confefled that they had gone aftray 
and were loft. They confefled, believed, 
and were pardoned. The others, who had 
alfo gone aftray, though, maybe, not {o far 
into the wildernefs, imagined that they had 
never left the fold, and fo refufed and for- 
feited the offices of the Good Shepherd, 
who came expreflly to feek and to fave that 
which was loft. 

Ofttimes the bitter ftraitnefs induced by 
fin's inevitable confequences becomes, un- 
der God's mercy, the means of bringing 
back the wanderer. The fwines' huiks — 
the beginning to be in want — the contraft 
of his prefent to his paft condition — the 
recoUedtion of paternal love and the plen- 
ties of home, compared to his prefllng, 
felf-incurred diftrefl!es, "when no man gave 
to him," were the bitter difcipline which 
taught the prodigal to fay, — " I will arife. 
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and go to my father, and will fay unto 
him. Father, I have finned againft heaven 
and before thee, and am no more worthy to 
be called thy fon." In like manner, many 
a one, when gone aftray, has been brought 
home by being weighed down by afflic- 
tion. 

We are now led on to the fecond portion 
of my fubjed. And here let us obferve, 
that when fo vifited of God — vifited, I 
mean, by His afflictive hand — we may 
indeed receive it as a proof of God's love, 
but, at the fame time, of His difpleafure. 
A judicious parent will love his child, and 
that very love will caufe him to chaften 
him for his profit; and the chaftifement, 
while exhibiting the father's love, at the 
fame time proves that the child has in fome 
way offended : " whom the Lord loveth 
He chafteneth ; and fcourgeth every fon 
whom He receiveth." But many lofe 

G 
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fight of the truth that God has fomewhat 
againft them when He vifits. It is, indeed. 
His love, but not His approving love, that 
is thereby fhown. He may, e.g. obferve 
that one whom He loves is forgetting His 
Maker. His mind may be foaring in the 
afpiring pride of unhallowed intelleft — 
fetting reafon above God — his own carnal 
imaginings againft God's revealed will ; or, 
on the contrary, the mind, intended for 
homage to God, may be debafed to impure 
readings — to low and degrading imagin- 
ings. Falfe philofophy may lead it to call 
evil good and good evil, and a bafe am- 
bition may caufe it to diflfeminate, as far 
as its abufed powers are able, the fatanic 
poifon of its ow;i unhallowed crucible. Or 
a man's body, which fhould be the chaftened 
fervant of the renewed fpirit, may become, 
by the indulgence of evil paffions and 
depraved taftes, far lower in creation's 
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fcale than brutes which have no foul. Glut- 
tony, drunkennefs, fornication, may pollute 
that form of which, with His other works, 
the Almighty Maker once faid, " It was 
very good." Or a man's condition or es- 
tate may caufe him to revel in imaginary 
independence. And here is no fmall dan- 
ger of forgetting God. We may well pray, 
'^ In time of our wealth," i.e. of our well- 
being, " good Lord deliver us." 

I am reminded here of a true anecdote 
related concerning one of the merchant 
princes of Great Britain — z man whofe 
means were fcarcely equalled by his gene- 
rofity. He was in the aft of relieving 
fome one who was in need. The amoun 
beftowed was confiderable ; and after he 
had given the cheque, and while the man 
was returning his thanks, news was brought 
in that one of the merchant's fhips was 
wrecked. He then faid, " Sir, I muft 



84 SERMON IV. 

trouble you to return my cheque." The 
man did fo, but naturally lamented the lofs 
of his prefent. The merchant's object was, 
however, very different from that he fup- 
pofed. He took away the cheque, indeed, 
but immediatelv wrote another of double 
the amount ; adding, that by the lofs of his 
fhip God was teaching him that he did not 
give enough away. This was a Chriftian's 
method of interpreting an afflidive lofs. 

The worldling may, indeed, build and 
rebuild his barns, and fay, " Take thine 
eafe," to his foul. But what ready artillery 
has God to bring againft thefe ftrongholds 
of fin, when the fmall ftill voice whifpers 
in vain, and is once and again drowned in 
the din and buftle of this prefent world ? 
Then, it may be, God calls the man to a 
fick room. He is proftrated on a bed of 
illnefs. Once inflated with pride, he now 
eats the bread and drinks the water of afflic- 
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tion. The bufy and loved fcene is fhut 
out. The long hours force on him thought 
and meditation. The fleeplefs night bids 
the foul confider, and then, when all is 
hufhed around, a voice fays : " Child of 
Adam, 1 have fomewhat againft thee. The 
world in which thou delighteft is even now 
gliding from thy enjoyment, and will foon 
fade as thine eye clofes. What profit is 
there in thofe things ? Come, let us reafon 
together. Thy fins, ay, thofe appalling 
fins which now rife up in fuch hideous 
magnitude and number, they are dyed deep 
as fcarlet. They are red like crimfon. 
They will ruin thee. But they may be 
made white as fnow or wool." 

But it is not always fo. God fometimes 
hides His face in difpleafure, and the long- 
deipifed voice of mercy is filent. A finner 
may be fo joined to idols as to be let alone, 
and how awful this ! How fad and melan- 
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choly to hear of worldlings living in plea- 
fure, and therefore dead while they live ! 
What warning, the fate of one of whom we 
lately read ! Talents and accomplifhments 
abufed — a life of worldlinefs and the world's 
gewgaws purchafed but not paid for, with 
the felfifhnefs induced by fin — flying from 
one fcene of diflipation to the depths of 
another — juft commencing a renewed ca- 
reer of frivolity, and in a moment — no 
preparatory note — no ficknefs and folitude 
for repentance and meditation — but in a 
moment launched from earth's elyfium into 
the awful ocean of eternity ; and where will 
that eternity be fpent ? 

But the mercy of God delights in gracious 
warnings; and they may be extended to 
him who revels in fenfuality. The body 
which he indulges, and in the grofs pam- 
pering of which the man has centered his 
delights, is fuddenly fmitten with fome forfe 
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difeafe. The cravings after long-Indulged 
evil remain, with all their intenfity ; but the 
power of fatisfying them is gone. This 
flight foretafte of hell's fufFerings may 
aroufe the degraded animal, and remind 
him of his former felf, and whifper to him 
that he has abufed the power which God 
gave him — that he has facrificed the higher 
portion of his nature to the inferior ; and, 
inftead of feeking conformity to the cha- 
radler of an exalted and lofty model, he 
has levelled himfelf with thofe who have no 
foul, and fo, no immortality. And he, too, 
who has perverted the intended ufe of 
mental power, and abufed it to the peril 
of his foul, he may receive fome blow of 
affliftive mercy to bid him take heed. His 
idolized powers may be weakened (for 
God's difcipline is often gained from the 
very fins which he would expel) ; his me- 
mory enfeebled; his imagination clouded 
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over. Yes, brethren, whether from the 
tempter's power or our weaknefs, or both, 
we are allured into devious paths : then 
God looks on us in mercy and love, He 
will furely afflid us. The finner may be 
clad with the clofeft panoply ever forged 
at Satan's anvil ; but the bow is ready, 
yea bent, and the fhaft prepared, which 
fhall wing its fwift and refiftlefs courfe to 
fmite the ungodly between the joints of the 
harnefs. The nodding plume fhall be 
brought low — the mighty man made to 
bite the duft — his heart, which he had 
hardened againft God, is found ftill vulne- 
rable ; maybe, the idol of his earthly affec- 
tions, which ufurped the place of Jehovah, 
is removed from the fhrine, and the de- 
throned majefly of God is vindicated by 
Dagon's demolition ; or fome prop of this 
world, on which he leaned, and thought he 
could never fpare, and which, by its very 
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comfort and value, has made him forget to 
lean on the arm of God, is found broken 
in twain. The waves and billows go over 
him ; his bark is wrecked ; his hopes gone ; 
he is caft alone, helplefs, wretched, on a 
rock. But he is on a Rock — a fafe, fure 
rock ; on that barren fpot he will find a 
truer friend than any of which he was ever 
deprived. The bufFetings which he has 
undergone, while they bruifed, wounded, 
and well-nigh deftroyed him, taught him 
at laft that he was trufting to that which 
would fail him, and repofing for happinefs 
on that which was tranfitory; and now, 
finding himfelf to be miferable, poor, naked, 
and forlorn, he will be ready to liften to 
the gracious admonition ofi^ered to him by 
God : "I counfel of thee to buy of me 
gold tried in the fire, that thou mayeft be 
rich : and white raiment, that thou mayeft 
be clothed." 
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Thirdly. Brethren, when he who has gone 
aftray is aroufed by fome affliftive difpen- 
fation, what is the objeft thereof, and what 
fhould be the refult? Satan and a trea- 
cherous heart will tell people that their 
affliftion will fave them from punifhment 
hereafter, by atoning fomehow for their 
fins. I grant that the gracious intention 
of it is, that thofe who are vifited thereby 
may feek the Lord while He may be found, 
and call on Him while He is near ; but that 
afflidion however deep, or trial however 
painful, or penury however pinching, will 
of itfelf produce that refult, as a Chriftian 
I muft deny. SanSlified afflidion, which 
removes all other ftays and fupports, and 
which leads a finner to truft wholly and 
folely in Chrift's fuiFerings in his behalf, 
as the attonement for all fin, — this is, in- 
deed, a difguifed blefling; and happy, 
though agonized, is the foul which receives 
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it as from the Lord. Such tribulation will 

work patience, and patience hope, and hope 

maketh not afhamed. It will bid the foul 

be refigned, not with the refignation of a 

dogged fatalift, who knows he cannot help 

it, therefore it is no ufe oppofing ; not the 

rebellious murmur of Cain, " My puniih- 

ment is greater than I can bear ; " not the 

proud look and high ftomach, which Ihows 

a heart ftill unhumbled, and which, unlefs 

left in wrath to itfelf, will afluredly yet feel 

more deeply ftill the chaftening rod of the 

ofFended Father ; but a refignation which 

acquiefces, the expreflion of which will be, 

" Not my will, but thine be done." It 

will make a man pray God to fhow him 

the defign He has in fending forrow to him 

— to teach him what fins want fpecial 

watching — what weaknefTes removing — 

what omiflions filling up. " Lord ! what 

wilt thou have me to do?" he will fay. 
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" Search me, O God, and know my heart : 
try me, and know my thoughts : and fee if 
there be any wicked way in me, and. lead 
me in the way everlafting ; " and thus, by 
God's mercy, it will greatly improve the 
Chriftian's charader. If he outlive it, it 
is intended to fit him for more faithful fer- 
vice than he has yet rendered ; if it follow 
him to his lateft breath, then it was fent to 
ripen him for glory to come. And we may 
not forget, that if affliftions do not im- 
prove, they impede the foul; if they do 
not foften, they tend to harden the heart. 
" O Lord, are not thine eyes upon the 
truth? thou haft ftricken them, but they 
have not grieved; thou haft confumed 
them, but they have refufed to receive cor- 
redion : they have made their faces harder 
than a rock ; they have refufed to return," 
(Jer. V. 3.) The eiFeft, too, is not to be 
of a temporary nature ; the refult is not to 
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be eiFaced as eafily as the tear which flowed 
from the eye. " Now have I kept thy 
word," is the proper refult. If God re- 
move a bough, it is that the tree remain- 
ing may bring forth more fruit the year to 
come. If His wafdom fpare awhile, it is 
that renewed vigour may be produced; 
that the incentive of gratitude may be 
added to that of Fatherly corredion. 

And what, dear brethren, more tends to 
God's glory or to our edification than the 
fight of a chaftened and yet cheerful fer- 
vant of God; one whom trial has kept 
low, and yet taught to love ; whom faith 
has taught to trufl:; whom afilidion has 
foftened, not foured; whofe tender fpirit 
anxioufly heeds the flighteft intimation of 
the heavenly Father's will ; whofe docile 
heart has attained to the fpirit of St. Paul ? 
** But what things were gain to me, thofe 
I counted lofs for Chrifl:. Yea, doubtlefs. 
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and I count all things but lofs for the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus 
my Lord: for whom I have fuiFered the 
lofs of all things, and do count them but 
dung, that I may win Chrift, and be found 
in him, not having mine own rlghteoufnefs, 
which is of the law, but that which is 
through the faith of Chrift, the righteous- 
nefs which is of God by faith : that I may 
know him, and the power of his refurrec- 
tion, and the fellowfhip of his fuiFerings, 
being made conformable unto his death; 
if by any means I might attain unto the 
refurreftion of the dead." (Phil. iii. 7-1 1.) 
Such charafters there have been and are. 
Regarded in the light of future blifs, 
" their comparatively light affliftion, which 
endureth but for a moment, fhall work out 
for them a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory." 

And now, dear brethren, of thofe before 
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me there are few, if any, who have attained 
years of maturity, who have been un- 
touched by forrow or trial. Suffer me to 
afk. What ufe have you made of it ? How 
have you received it? What have been 
its refults on your charafter? God does 
not willingly afflicft. He had fome objeft 
in view, — your welfare and improvement ; 
even the moulding of your foul for eter- 
nity. For if from the pages of infpiration 
you would hear the things that fhall be — if 
you would know the charadter and occupation 
of the Church triumphant, then, " he that 
hath ears to hear, let him hear." •" After 
this I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, 
which no man could number, of all na- 
tions, and kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, flood before the throne, and be- 
fore the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands ; and cried with 
a loud voice, faying. Salvation to our God 
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which fitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb. And all the angels flood round 
about the throne, and about the elders and 
the four beafts, and fell before the throne 
on their faces, and worfhipped God, faying. 
Amen : Blefling, and glory, and wifdom, 
and thankfgiving, and honour, and power, 
and might, be unto our God for ever and 
everi Amen. And one of the elders an- 
fwered, faying unto me. What are thefe 
which are arrayed in white robe^^ and 
whence came they ? And I faid unto him. 
Sir, thou knoweft. And he faid to me, 
Thefe are they which came out of great 
tribulation, and have wafhed their robes, 
and made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb. Therefore are they before the 
throne of God, and ferve him day and 
night in his temple : and he that fitteth on 
the throne fhall dwell among them. They 
fhall hunger no more, neither thirft any 
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more ; neither Ihall the fun light on them, 
nor any heat. For the Lamb which is in 
the midft of the throne Ihall feed them, 
and fhall lead them unto living fountains 
of waters : and God fhall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes." (Rev. vii. 9-17.) 
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OUR FATHER'S APPEAL. 



My Joriy give me thine heart. 
Prov. xxiii. 26. 

^^ Beloved," fays St. John, in addres- 
sing the general body of Chriftian people, 
*^ now are we the fons of God." Once chil- 
dren of wrath, as others, now are we the 
fons of God. " No more," as writes alfo 
St. Paul, *' fervants, but fons ; and if fons, 
then heirs of God through Chrift. Even 
as many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
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they are the fons of God." Mighty privi- 
lege ! A child of mifery and fin, taken out 
of that ftate, received into the keeping, and 
adopted into the family — not of an earthly 
friend, nor of an earthly prince or poten- 
tate, but of the Lord God omnipotent — 
the Maker and Creator of all things — the 
King eternal, immortal, and invifible ! 

Therefore God dealeth with us as with 
children — encouraging or chaftening as our 
cafe may require ; encouraging, if we can 
bear it without being puiFed up — chaften- 
ing, and that bitterly, if our need demand 
it. At one time holding out the fceptre of 
His acceptance, at another the rod of His 
reproof, but both in unerring wifdom and 
love. His fmiles ftimulating our fidelity. 
His chaftifements working our good ; and, 
more than this, proving to us, were our 
moral eyefight clear enough to perceive it, 
that He thus correfteth, not in anger, but 



SERMON V. lOI 

in reproving afFedion : affixing, as it were. 
His feal to our adoption, and giving the 
ftrongeft proof that He receiveth us and 
acknowledgeth us as His own. " For what 
fon is there whom the father chafteneth not?" 
In the words I have read to you as our 
text, Solomon appears to be giving a pa- 
rental admonition. He is urging the ne- 
ceffity of following the path of holinefs, 
and of being aware of the falfe lips of the 
deftroyer. This is the primary acceptation 
of the verfe, and many ufeful leflbns might 
be gained from it in this fenfe. But this 
is not my prefent intention. Like many 
other paflages of Holy Writ, it is capable 
of affording us a double portion of inftruc- 
tion. Yea, a greater than Solomon is here 
fpeaking. Not his wifdom, but the Wifdom 
of God addrefles us, each one of us, with 
an individual application, and fays, " My 
fon, give me thine heart." God fpeaks to 



I02 SERMON V. 

US, my brethren ; may He enable us to 
hear and obey ! He tells us His will. He 
informs us how He would have us love and 
ferve Him. He gives us every encou- 
ragement. He holds out many promifes 
to ftimulate us. He announces threaten- 
ings to warn us. He leaves us without 
excufe. We know of His dodtrine; we 
know what fhould be the refult of this 
teaching in our lives ; and if we know thefe 
things, happy, and happy only, are we if 
we do them. 

How does the loving mercy of God 
fhine forth in the opening words of the 
text ! ^* My Jonr Parents well know 
what is contained in that expreflion. A 
loving child, alfo, will enter into its force. 
What a mutual tie of afFedion does it con- 
tain on the father's fide — the yearnings of 
anxious love — the longfufFering which bears 
with much folly and ingratitude ! ^^ This, 
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my fofiy* faid the father of the prodigal, 
'*was dead, and is alive again." "I will* 
arife and go," faid the erring child. To 
whom would he go? To his fo-called 
friends in the ftrange land — to thofe whofe 
felfifh, feigned regard, his profligate expen- 
diture had allied to him with a feeling 
wrongly called friendfliip ? — ^would he in his 
forrow go to them ? No. There he would 
have met cold and cutting forgetfulnefs, 
and his broken heart would have been more 
bruifed by the flinty hardnefs of his former 
companions. " I will go to my father," he 
faid. He faid it, and did it. We all know 
how he was received. The fatted calf was 
killed, the ring of forgivenefs, the robe of 
re-adoption, were put on him, and he was 
refliored to his former fonfliip. We have 
all erred and fl:rayed from God's ways 
like loft flieep. We have left His fold, its 
green paftures, ftill waters, and cool fliade. 
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to parch and ftarve in the dreary wildernefs 
of fin. In the blind pride of our deceived 
hearts we have quitted our Father's roof, 
and wafted our fubftance in riotous living. 
Our many fins have moft juftly deferved 
God's wrath and indignation. " Lord, to 
whom fhall we go ? " Shall we feek the fup- 
ply of our need on earth ? Shall we flake 
our fpiritual thirft at dry and broken cis- 
terns which can hold no water ? Shall we 
feed our ftarved fouls on the apples of 
Sodom and Gomorrah ? Shall we folace 
our aching hearts at barren fources of com- 
fort 2 Shall we clothe our difmantled fouls 
in the tattered garments of our own doings, 
and thus make our needy condition more 
apparent ? Lord, to whom, then, ihall we 
go ? We have great and urgent wants to 
fupply; we have cravings to fatisfy; we 
have immortality in us yearning for a 
fpiritual fatisfadion. "To whom fhall 
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we go ? Thou haft the words of eternal 
life." 

But, my Chriftian brethren, how hard 
and how long it is before we arrive at this 
knowledge of our foul's wants, and of the 
infufficiency of aught elfe but God to fup- 
ply! How oft and how feverely do we 
need the fcourge of our God ! How often 
muft the Saviour expel the bafe intruders 
from the temple of our hearts ! How do 
we, inch by inch only, fubmit ourfelves to 
His difcipline! Oh, how ftubborn and 
unyielding is our nature ! But, even amidft 
all this, God ftill addrefles us in the language 
of forbearing love, and He is ftill gracioufly 
open to our appeal, " Our Father, which art 
in heaven;" and ftill addrefles us in the 
language of forbearing love, " My fon." 

But how came we, who are born in fin, 
children of wrath, to be the fons of God ? 
Did we do fomething good in our natural 
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ftate to deferve God's mercy and claim ad- 
miflion to His family as a right ? No. In 
the freenefs of His unmerited grace He 
received thofe of us who were dedicated 
in faith to Him into His family, ere the 
dawnings of our reafon had made us re- 
fponfible beings in His fight. Before, as 
yet, the wild branch had put forth its cor- 
rupt fruit. He grafFed us into the true 
ftem. We have been watered and nou- 
rifhed by the dews of the Holy Spirit. He 
looks to fee that we bear fruit. He expedts 
that His elefting love will not be thrown 
away on us ; that, as we are admitted into 
the freedom and privileges of His family, 
we fhall conducSt ourfelves as His children, 
and dwell in unity and love with one ano- 
ther, and in obedience to Him as our head, 
and to Jefus Chrift as our elder brother. 

Look to it, brethren, that ye find not 
wild grapes on the branch thus grafFed into 
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the true vine. See that, being taken out 
of darknefs, ye walk as children of light ; 
that, being His family by adoption and 
grace, ye be daily renewed in the holinefe 
of your minds, and bring forth the fruits 
of the Spirit: and how fhould we more 
deeply appreciate this privilege, did we 
more duly remember the charadber of that 
Being by whom it is made ours, and who 
and what we are who are blefled by it ! 
We, the finful, polluted, and rebellious race 
of Adam, with hard, wicked hearts, are the 
receivers — the Donor is the thrice Holy 
God, Jehovah, who is purity and good- 
nefs itfelf ; and He beftows it on us, not 
becaufe we loved Him, but becaufe He 
loved us. He gives it us for the fake of 
the coftly facrifice made in our behalf by 
His incarnate, coequal Son ; and thus hath 
He a right to expedl that we fhould at 
leaft acknowledge His goodnefs. Yea, 
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more, that we fhould give ourfelves to 
Him; that He, being our Father, we 
fhould be his loving, obedient, willing 
children. But if we are forgetful of our 
privilege and duty ; if we negled: God — 
and who does not at times ? — what is the 
manner in which God pleads with His 
unfaithful children ? In the midft of their 
abfence from their Father's home, fur- 
rounded by the companions of their finful- 
nefs, breaking their Father's commands 
and defpifing His love, — in the midft of all 
this there is often heard a ftill fmall voice, 
whifpering among the fliouts of revellers 
and the madnefs of fin's debauchery, " My 
fon." How has the heart of many a one 
ached, while the Holy Ghoft has thus 
pleaded through his confcience ! How has 
he longed to arife and go back to his 
Father! But the chains of fin were too 
tight — the ridicule of companions too cut- 
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ting — the {weetnefs of the cup of wicked- 
nefs too intoxicating — and he has gone on 
ftill in his wickednefs. Does not the ex- 
perience of fome confirm what I fay, or 
fomething like it ? Can you not bear wit- 
nefs to many ftruggles of confcience — many 
longings after paft holinefs — many yearn- 
ings after departed peace — many convic- 
tions that all is not as it fhould be ? Have 
you heeded this voice — have you obeyed 
its diftates, and unrefervedly faid to God's 
call, " My fon/' " Thou, O God, art 
my Father; what wilt thou have me do?" 
If not, if the Spirit of God pleads but you 
turn a deaf ear, be fure of this, that fame 
confcience, which now bids you repent and 
turn from your fins, will hereafter rife up 
in judgment to condemn ; and it will form 
one of the bittereft ingredients of the cup 
of everlafting forrows, which the ungodly 
drink of in the world to come. Beware, 
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left, like Ephralm joined to idols, you be 
let alone, left to yourfelf by your neglefted 
God ; left the longfufFering of your offended 
Father, great though it be, weary itfelf, 
and the fentence go forth that fuch a one 
has had every opportunity, every warning, 
every means of grace, but he only cum- 
bereth the ground ; he muft be left alone ; 
or, even worfe, cut down. Up, then, and 
be doing, while it is day. Hear the invi- 
tation of God, " My fon, give me thine 
heart." 

" Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart," is our rule. Would 
that Chriftians carried it out in a greater 
degree ! We fhould be fo much nearer to 
the holinefs of heaven, and fo much the 
more prepared for its happinefs. We 
fhould come nearer to the pattern of our 
great Redeemer and example, and fhould 
partake more largely of that divine peace. 
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which He alone can give, and which He 
only beftows on thofe who faithfully love 
and ferve Him. 

The way of attaining it is to make an 
entire and voluntary furrender of the heart 
to God — a willing prefentation, not ex- 
torted from us, not lightly and as diflem- 
blers, but earneftly, daily. " Give me," He 
fays, " thine heart ; " and in fo afking, He 
only afks for that which is or ought to be 
His own. He cannot be benefited by the 
gift : but there can be no doubt but that we 
ihall be richly recompenfed in the beftowal. 
If we devote our heart to Him, He will 
purify it. He will expel all that is evil 
and abhorrent to His nature, and make it 
partaker of His holinefs ; yea, a fit temple 
for the indwelling of the Holy Ghofl. 
And who is there among the earned fol- 
lowers after Chrifl's holinefs who does not 
feel within him that his heart needs purify- 
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ing — needs cleanfing from all the inherent 
evil ftill cleaving to it? Who does not 
feel at times, too, a load of forrow weigh- 
ing down the fpirit, and caufing the grieved 
one to go mourning all the day ? Where 
fhall this fin be expelled? Where this 
anguifh be alleviated ? The blood of Jefus 
Chrift cleanfeth from all fin. The Spirit of 
God, the Comforter, pours in the oil of 
confolation, and the troubled fpirit is at 
reft. But we muft remember that it is 
our heart that God demands, not our lips 
only. The heart muft be made right, or 
the life never can be. If the works of a 
clock are filled with duft and impurity, it 
is fure to go wrong ; and it is of little ufe 
occafionally putting the hands at the proper 
hour: for, until the movement within is 
regulated, it will never perform correftly. 
So a man may do a few outward aftions, 
apparently right, like the hands pointing 
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to the hour ; but he will go aftray again 
diredlly ; the mainfpring of his acStions is 
clogged with finful thoughts, and the wheels 
and machinery of his heart are impeded 
by wicked imaginations. Thefe muft be 
removed, and then, with the right motive 
of love to God, the right way of doing His 
will follows as furely as a well-regulated 
timepiece tells the hour. But without this, 
all will be of no avail. Prayer will not be 
heard, unlefs' it is the language of hearty 
faith. The Bible read will not profit — 
nor the word preached confirm — nor the 
facraments adminiftered ftrengthen, unlefs 
the heart be right with God. " Create 
in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right fpirit within me." 

And I need hardly fay, that poor, and 
weak, and deceitful as we mournfully 
allow our heart to be, it is the beft gift we 
have ; it fupplies the motive of our aftions ; 

I 
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it is the rudder of our lives : when it is 
given, we ourfelves are given, for all that 
we have and are will follow ; our ftrength 
will be fpent in God's fervice ; our talents 
will be devoted to His honour ; our time 
employed in doing good; our property- 
will be at His difpofal ; Chrift will be our 
all, and all we have will be His ; and we 
may not halt, without feeking to attain 
this confummation or completion of the 
Chriftian charafter. 

This, however fhort we may come of it, 
fhould be our aim, — to grow in grace more 
and more, to become more conformed to 
the mind and will of God, and lefs and lefs 
heedful of the cuftoms and falfe modes of 
thinking and afting, which the world has 
eftablifhed; that every high and unholy- 
thing within us may be fubdued to the 
fpirit which was in Chrift — the fpirit of 
love, of lowlinefs, and heavenly meeknefs. 
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But can you turn your own hearts ? Can 
God's minifters turn them ? No, they are 
too hard for anything but the power of 
God ! You may defire, and we truft you 
do defire, that they may be fixed on holinefs 
and the world to come, and we may bid 
you in God's name, " Set your heart's beft 
affection on things above, and not on things 
on the earth ; " but this is all you, this is all 
God's fervants can do. " The preparations 
[or difpofings] of the heart," it is written 
(Prov. xvi. I ), "are from the Lord." But 
of this we may reft afliired, that the fainteft 
prayer, fo that it be the pleadings of genuine 
faith in Jefus, and the feebleft afpiration 
after holinefs, fo that it be heartfelt, is not 
unheard, unnoticed, or unanfwered by the 
God of heaven. God is more willing to 
give bleflings than we are to receive them, 
and His royal bounty is ready to overflow 
when we hold out our hand to receive it. 
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So that, he in whofe heart the defire of for- 
givenefs is implanted — he who has felt and 
mourned over the weight of his fins — who 
wifhes to be received once more into former 
favour with God, need not defpair of ac- 
ceptance ; but rather let him take courage and 
comfort, that " God willeth not the death 
of a finner, but rather that he fhould turn 
from his wickednefs and live." This, bre- 
thren, is the meflage which it is our joy to 
deliver to you, that an offended God is 
ever ready and willing, for Chrift's fake, to 
receive the penitent finner, to blot out his 
fins as a cloud, and as a thick cloud all his 
tranfgrefllons. The facrifice and death of 
Chrift has opened the way by which you 
may return and find peace, pardon, and 
holinefs. " Hear what comfortable words 
our Saviour Chrift faith to all that truly 
turn unto him : Come unto me, all that tra- 
vail and are heavy laden, and I will refrefli 
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you. So God loved the world, that He 
gave His only-begotten Son, to the end that 
all who believe in Him fhould not perifh, 
but have everlafting life." 

But when God fays to each of us, " Give 
me thine heart," from what would He have 
us draw it away ? Would He have us move 
through life with a ftoical want of feeling 
in its various relationfhips ? Is it His will 
that we fhould not only be not of the 
world, but alfo fcarcely in it ? Afluredly 
not: on the contrary, a heart which is 
warmed with love to God is fure to glow 
with good-will to men. It will not anni- 
hilate earthly attachments and relationfhips, 
but hallow them, and dired them to their 
proper end. It will make us fincere, 
genuine, and to be depended upon in all 
our fayings and doings, and will afFord the 
befl fecurity to our fellows that we have 
their highefl interefl at heart. The fame 
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gracious God who (ays, " My fon, give me 
thine heart," fays, " By this fliall ye know 
that ye are my difciples, if ye love one 
another." He would draw our hearts from 
earthly things to heavenly ones. He would 
detach them from vain pleafures and pur- 
fuits, which deceive and difappoint, to thofe 
real and abiding joys, which will more than 
fulfil all that our hearts have conceived of 
their greatnefs. He would have us think 
lightly of pafling fcenes, and remember that 
— to borrow the apoftle's illuftration — the 
fafhion of this world pafleth away, juft (as 
the original imports) as the fliifting fcenes 
of a theatre. He would have all our 
adions centre in Himfelf, and all our 
defires meet in our adorable Redeemer. 
He would have us confult our beft and 
eternal interefts, and regard with fubdued 
attention tranfient matters. 

This, Brethren, is fomething of what 
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God meant by "My fon, give me thine 
heart," — give it to me, thy God, thy 
Father, thy beft Friend: although it is 
mine by creation, redemption, dedication, 
duty, intereft, and gratitude, I never- 
thelefs folicit it at thy hands. I have 
done great things for thee. Jefus, my 
only-begotten Son, hath died for thee. 
Thou wert apoftate, hateful, rebellious, 
but I loved thee, redeemed thee at a coft, 
oh, how infinite! Thou art my child 
by adoption ; " My fbn, give me thine 
heart." This voice fpeaks to us all ; all 
ages and conditions may hear the appeal. 
To the faithful God fays, " Love me more 
entirely;" — to the worldling, "Give up 
the world, and give me thine heart ; " — to 
the prodigal, " Give not thy fubftance to 
ftrangers, to aliens, but return unto me ; for 
thou art mine ;" — to the young He fpeaks, 
*'Give me the firft warmth of thy un- 
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blunted afFeftion : wafte not feelings beftowed 
for the highefl: purpofes on that which 
dazzles but deceives ; " — to the middle-aged, 
'^ Let not this prefent fcene engrofs you : 
you are but a traveller, a pilgrim pafling 
onward and not refting ; " — to the vener- 
able hoar-head, which, if found in the way 
of righteoufnefs, is a crown of glory, the 
Lord fays, " If in paft time you loved 
other gods, let that fuffice for you ; hence- 
forth * give me thine heart :' give me but 
the wreck of its afFeftion, but give it en- 
tirely : without this, there is no manfion 
prepared for thee in heaven. But he who 
truly loves me on earth ihall dwell at my 
right hand for evermore." 

May we all have grace to obey the call ! 
May we have a treafure undefiled and in- 
corruptible in heaven, and then our hearts 
will be there alfo ! 

" Lord of all power and might, who art 
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the author and giver of all good things ; 
Graft in our hearts the love of thy Name, 
increafe in us true religion, nourifh us with 
all goodnefs, and of thy great mercy keep 
us in the fame ; through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. Amen." 



SERMON VI. 



OUR FATHER'S GRACIOUS ADMONITION. 



Seek ye the Lord while He may be founds 
call ye upon Him while He is near : 

Let the wicked forjake his way^ and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts : and let him 
return unto the Lordy and He will have 
mercy upon him ; and to our Gody for He 
will abundantly pardon. — Ifai. Iv. 6, 7. 

1 HE prophecy of Ifaiah is replete with 
pafTages which would almoft feem, by their 
tenor, to have been penned during or after 
the coming of Meffiah. We are fcarcely pre- 
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pared to find, feven hundred years before 
Chrift's advent, fuch ftatements as are to be 
met with in this facred book. The holy pro- 
phet, moved by the Spirit of God, predifts 
events in terms ufually employed for con- 
temporary narrative, and utters truths and 
invitations which we fhould expeft to hear 
propounded by our blefled Saviour Himfelf, 
or by one of His immediate followers. 
Hence, as you know, Ifaiah is commonly 
called the Evangelic Prophet ; becaufe it 
pleafed the Holy Spirit to reveal to him 
more largely than to others thofe rich gos- 
pel bleflings which were to accompany the 
birth of Chrift into the world — bleffings 
which were not to be confined to God's 
ancient race, but to be co-extenfive with 
the wants of the whole human family. 

The opening verfe of this 55 th chapter 
we may eafily pifture to ourfelves as being 
addrefled by Jefus Chrift to an aflembled 
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multitude. " Ho, every one that thirfteth, 
come ye to the waters ; and he that hath no 
money, come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come, 
buy wine and milk without money, and 
without price. Wherefore do ye fpend 
money for that which is not bread ? and 
your labour for that which fatisfieth not ? 
hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your foul delight 
itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your ear, and come 
unto me : hear, and your foul fhall live : 
and I will make an everlafting covenant 
with you, even the fure mercies of David." 
" Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, 
call ye upon Him while He is near : let 
the wicked forfake his way, and the un- 
righteous man his thoughts : and let him 
return unto the Lord, and He will have 
mercy upon him ; and to our God, for He 
will abundantly pardon." Oh, that all here 
would hear and obey them, as from His 
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divine lips ! Oh, that all who have heard 
and received may rejoice in the fulnefs of 
their falvation! 

We ihall firft confider, from the paflage 
before us, the terms in which men are ad- 
drefled ; and, fecondly, the attributes here 
afligned to Jehovah. 

I. The terms in which men are ad- 
drefled. A duty is enjoined on us which 
branches out into feveral particulars. " Seek 
ye the Lord " is the firft part of the injunc- 
tion. Some may be furprifed when I ftate 
that the obje6t of fearch here prefented is 
the laft which naturally calls for the feeking 
of men. From youth upwards, other at- 
traftions lure us by their glare. The 
young feek for pleafure and amufement; 
they feek for admiration — for fympathy. 
They toil, and ftrive, and long for a pos- 
feflion which, with elf-like cruelty, eludes 
their moft ftrenuous purfuits. They follow 
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it through floughs, over difficulties, near 
terrific precipices, and fcratch and tear 
themfelves in the maddening chafe ; but it 

« 

is ftill unattained, ftill ever in advance of 
them, ftill with its fitful light tempting 
their incautious footfteps through perils at 
which, in calm moments of prayer and 
thoughtfulnefs, they would tremble af- 
frighted. Maybe they take one ftep too 
many, and tumble headlong, and with un- 
expefted abruptnefs, into fome deep and 
hopelefs pitfall, dug on purpofe to entrap 
deluded fouls by the arch-foe of man's true 
happinefs. Or ihould their footfteps turn 
afide from fuch dangers, they become heart- 
worn and weary in their courfe; ftrong 
fufpicions come over their mind that their 
aim is unworthy of rational, immortal 
beings. They halt in difappointed peevifli- 
nefs, and cry, "Who will Ihow me any 
good? My foul hungers and thirfts after 
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fomething more fatisfying than that which 
now engages and deceives it." With en- 
feebled powers, and the relics of energies 
wafted — with hearts which otice throbbed 
with now unknown warmth — with thirfty 
fpirits, and aiFeftions whofe bloom rough 
conta6t with the world's doings has irre- 
coverably deftroyed — they turn back from 
that which once feemed worthy of their 
feeking. They try to feek the Lord, if 
haply they may find Him ; but, alas ! it is 
a weary toil, painful duty, and irkfome 
felf-denial, affording, at firft, nought but 
bitternefs of fpirit. Having long been 
ftrangers to the way of holinefs, it is ftrange 
and tiring to walk therein. Habituated to 
the flavery of Egyptian bondage, and look- 
ing back, with frequent longings, for its 
compenfating luxuries, they find the path 
to Canaan a weary defert — its lofty moun- 
tains and long marches too arduous for 
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their exhaufted frame. Having neglefted 
to feek the Lord early, they prove it diffi- 
cult to find Him. Manhood, too, is not 
without fore temptations to turn afide from 
the only legitimate and worthy obje<5t for 
immortal beings to purfue. He is folicited 
by a variety of baits, all blazoned forth as 
worthy of his fearch. The cares of this 
world would drive him to drown them in 
ftupifying excitements by way of antidote. 
He is born to forrow and toil, and the tem- 
porary madnefs of unhallowed ftimulants is 
fought after to heal his fadnefs of heart, 
and afluage the labours to which he is com- 
pelled. If not profperous in his ways, he 
becomes foured and difgufted. If profper- 
ous, he is tempted to fay, " Soul, take thine 
eafe : eat, drink, and be merry ; " and thus, 
if life is fpared, he finds himfelf in old age 
entangled with immoveable mefhes. He is 
iron-bound with habits which long indul- 

K 
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gence has given an unconquerable maftery 
over his nature. And no wonder. He has 
all the while been paving the way to this 
confummatlon. He has been feeking any- 
thing but one — the one thing, The One, 
he has neglefted. He has fought after 
happinefs, but he has not endeavoured 
after it by feeking the Lord. 

Our text further bids us call upon the 
Lord. As on the words " feek the Lord ** 
I have briefly told how thofe do who feek 
Him not, I would now endeavour to ftatc 
the conduft of thofe who do call on Him. 

They call on Him as their Father in 
heaven, — as their God who, once oflfended, 
is now reconciled to them by the blood of 
the Mediator. 

They call on Him in hours of weaknefs 
and trial. The infirmity flill clinging to 
man's nature, even in the holieft and moft 
devoted, bids them thus appeal to Him. 
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They place before themfelves the higheft 
ftandard of obedience. They dread falling 
fliort of it. They know that many watch 
for their halting — that many fay, See, thefe 
devotees are but erring men after all, and 
are infincere in their profeflions. They know, 
too, that if, through want of watchfulnefs 
on their part, Satan mafters them, they 
will go heavily and mourning many days 
on account of their departure. Paft expe- 
rience tells them of paft weaknefs ; but it 
tells alfo another tale : it tells of paft call- 
ing on God, and of paft afliftance rendered 
in their hour of need. 

They call on God to pardon and deliver. 
They befeech Him that their mifdeeds may 
not only be forgiven, but that God would 
remember them no more ; that He would 
blot them out fo as to leave no marks or 
traces behind ; they feek to have their 
cleanfed fouls ferene and clear — clear as the 
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fky after a darkened cloud has difcharged 
Its fhowers. 

They call on God for a tender confcience, 
that they may be led right in all things — 
that they may abftain, not only from the 
commiflion, but from the very appearance 
of evil. They know that many things may 
be lawful, that is, not contrary to God's 
law, and yet may not be expedient or be- 
coming for a Chriftian to follow. 

They call on God that He will endow 
them with high principle and felf-denial 
enough to relinquifh anything, however 
dear, if, to weak brethren, it ihould be an 
offence or ftumbling-block. They remem- 
ber St. Paul's exalted praftice on dubious 
queftions and doings. " If meat make my 
brother to offend, I will eat no flefh while 
the world flandeth, left I make my brother 
to offend." 

They call on God in the day of trouble^ 
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as well as in the hour of wealth or well- 
being. They call on Him for others as 
well as for themfelves — all near and dear to 
them as well as their foes, perfecutors, and 
maligners, that His grace may defcend and 
lead them in the right way — the ways of 
true wifdom, which are pleafantnefs, and 
whofe ways, even when narroweft, are 
peace. 

To thefe two clafles which I have fought 
to defcribe I would now turn — to the de- 
luded, and to thofe who, though weak and 
infirm, are ftill faithful to God and in earn- 
eft in His fervice. " Seek ye the Lord," — let 
me exhort you in all fobernefs and affec- 
tion, ye who are, I will not fay flagrantly 
wicked, but forgetful of God, who are 
bent on feeking anything rather than the 
Lord ; to you, I fay, there is a fearful 
and momentous import in the remaining 
five words of the injunction, — ^^ while He 
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may be found." What! is there a time 
coming when He may not be found ? Am 
I running rifks ? Am I trifling with eternal 
folemnities, and counting on a time which 
may never come ? Am I feeking delights 
and joys of time, and reckoning on fome 
convenient feafon for relinquiihing them 
and feeking the Lord ? And is it true that 
He may, in anger, ihut up His tender 
mercies ? Is it poflible that, while tamper- 
ing and toying with vanities, I may be left 
to myfelf — to my own devices, and the im- 
pulfes of my own finful heart ? Satan will 
whifper to you : Fear not ; try a little 
longer ; tafl:e a little more of my delicious 
draught. What if you liften to the tempter, 
and, while quafling one more cup, you fhall 
hear the whifper, "Thy foul is now re- 
quired of thee ?" Oh, for one hour to call 
upon God then ! Oh, for a fpace for re- 
pentance — for prayer ! But, the meflenger 
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brooks no delay — you are unfitted for 
prayer — your head turns round — you can- 
not feek the Lord (and if you could. He is 
no longer nigh) while He is to be found ! 

When is that ? Is any heart now 
making that inquiry? Would God that 
many were ! But if ten thoufand inquired 
I could only give one reply, and that 
is in one word, "Now!" He is to be 
found " now." The prefent moment is all 
we can call our own. The prefent is the 
accepted time. It is the only time which 
mortals are fure of. Seek ye the Lord, 
then, now, and you fliall find Him. Do 
you afk. How ? Turn to Jeremiah, xxix. 
13, and there will be found a fimple and 
fure direction : "Ye fliall feek me, and 
find me, when [mark this] ye fliall fearch 
for me with all your heart." So that we 
muft cherifli no referves — no faving claufes 
— if we do, God will regard our prayer as 
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the waverer's fupplication, and no anfwer of 
peace will defcend. 

" Call ye upon Him while He is near." 
Here, then, is a privileged duty. Here is 
an injunftion which we might expeft all 
would heed. God is near to every one of 
us. He is about our bed, about our path, 
and fpieth out all our ways. He is near, 
and marks what is done amifs. He is near, 
to watch our inward ftruggles. He is near, 
to uphold our fainting energies. He is near, 
to hear our prayers. He is ever within 
call. He needs none to come between us 
and Himfelf, fave the one great Mediator 
who fits at His right hand, ready to in- 
tercede for us — to further our reqaefts — to 
aft as our advocate and pleader — to refute, 
or put afide, the pleas brought againft us 
by him who is the accufer of the brethren. 
He is, as it were, a powerful friend, to 
whom we may ever appeal, whofe good- 
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will is equalled only by His might. He is 
near to us in our daily duties — in our pri- 
vate and focial prayers (" For where two or 
three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midft of them"). He is 
near to us, fpecially in the holy fandluary. 
There He is amongft His people, to hear 
their prayers and praifes, and to blefs them ; 
to communicate to them bleflings attain- 
able by no other means. Oh, let us give 
heed how we call on Him ! He is ever 
near to us. He has been near to us this day. 
He has flood unfeen befide us all in this 
houfe of prayer, watching for our faithful 
worfliip, pained by our wandering thoughts ; 
His Spirit grieved becaufe that many pray 
with lip-prayers only, and not as He who 
is a Spirit requires — in fpirit and in truth. 
Have you called on Him while He was 
near to you ? Have you, in real earneft, 
called on God the Father, the Son, and the 
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Holy Spirit — on the Holy Trinity in One, 
— "Have mercy upon us, miferable fin- 
ners ?" Ah ! that carelefe pofture, — that 
wandering eye, indicative of unfixed thought 
— that negligence of the refponfes — that 
utter omiflion of hearty aflent to each prayer 
in what ought to be the loud " Amen " — 
fliows too plainly that, though the Lord is 
near to you and you to Him, you have not 
called upon Him in a manner to draw down 
bleffings ; and if our fupplications, by lack- 
ing faith and earneftnefs, fail of calling down 
the favour of heaven, they do not leave us 
as we were, but they elicit the frowns of the 
Almighty. They grieve the Holy Spirit, 
" whereby we are fealed unto the day of re- 
demption," and bring down on us a curfe 
and not a blefling. 

Brethren, God will be near to you 
throughout your days. He will be prefent 
in your chamber of ficknefs, and ftand by 
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your laft couch. You may then (God 
grant you may ! ) have fpace for repentance ; 
but weaknefs and want of praftice, and 
pain, and wandering imaginations, may 
prevent you from " calling" on Him. 
You cannot count on any ability then to 
approach Him with petitions. His near- 
nefs may only terrify you, and prove that 
He hath in anger hidden His face from 
you. What, then, fliould you do under 
fuch probabilities? Surely, call on Him 
now ; call on Him while He is near, and 
you are able to do fo. But when your 
immortal foul has taken wing — when that 
myfterious tenant has quitted its temporary 
abode and winged its way to an eternal 
world — after that frail body is laid low, a 
helplefs, breathlefs corpfe, the foul is again 
to be near to God, and God near to the 
foul. How is it, then ? Does it call on 
the Lord now ? It may call, but He will 
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not anfwer ; for the time of grace and mercy 
is over, and the time of judgment is begun. 
Its agonizing condition forces it to call out, 
to cry aloud, and, with the frantic energy 
of defpair, it calls upon the rocks and 
upon the mountains to leave their bafes, 
and come and crufh its exiftence : but it is 
vain ; the wrath of the Lamb is poured forth. 
He that fitteth on the throne laughs fuch 
cries to fcorn. Evil fpirits, doing the 
bidding of ApoUyon, claim the unpardoned 
finner, and he is bound hand and foot to 
reap the due reward of his deeds, paft hope, 
paft recovery, paft deliverance, and God no 
longer " near." Abfence from God, whofe 
prefence is life and happinefs, is one ele- 
ment of his irremediable wretchednefs : the 
prefence, the galling, tormenting, exulting 
prefence of Satan ; his mocking joy at wit- 
neffing the newly-felt agonies of the ever- 
tormenting flame ; this completes the con- 
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dition of utter wretchednefs to which fin, 
unrepented of, unforfaken, and therefore 
unforgiven, has brought one who called 
not on God while He was near. Oh ! 
is there one here prefent who defires to 
efcape fuch woe as this ? or, rather, is there 
one who does not ? Then, I reply to all, 
there is but one way of efcape. You muft 
not reft fatisfied with the defire. The 
houfe is in flames — the raging element 
threatens — the efcape is there, ready, com- 
plete, efFedtual — to get into it is all that is 
requifite ; the man is infane who is content 
with wiflwng that he were in it. Brethren, 
let the allufion to worfe flames than fuch 
as thefe — let the fad that a furnace tenfold 
hotter is prepared for the ungodly — let this 
recoUedtion, this folemn, momentous truth, 
force you into the one mode of deliverance. 
Our text gives it, — " Let the wicked for- 
fake his way, and the unrighteous man his 
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thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord." Yes, thefe ways of wickednefs muft 
be given up. There is no other method : 
repentance muft be not only the fbrrow for, 
but the forfaking of, wickednefs ; otherwife 
it is only the forrow of the world, which 
worketh death. I need not charafterize in 
fuller terms the way of the wicked. Every 
heart of man will tell him of the wicked- 
nefs which is therein. The life tells a 
fimilar tale. Do you doubt it? Get an 
enemy, if you have one, to defcribe you, 
and tell him to make it tenfold blacker 
than his malignity would infpire,*and the 
portrait will be correft. Look to the 
ftandard of God's thrice holy law — compare 
your life, all its courfe, to the requirements 
therein detailed; bring them together, 
meafure them clofely and accurately, as a 
mechanic does his work by his rule, and 
mark well the difcrepancies — the inequa- 
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lities — note how it fails to tally. Then 
you may find what wickednefs is. Exa- 
mine yourfelf by every one of the Ten 
Commandments. How have I kept that 
from my youtli up ? Guilty ! guilty ! 
Have you in your own pharifaic judgment 
broken only one of them ? ftill it is, Guilty ! 
for " he that is guilty of one is guilty of all." 
There are ten links to that golden chain ; 

« 

fradlure one link, and the entirety is gone ; 
and he who breaks it is guilty before God. 
The firft ftep on our part towards having 
this guilt removed, is to forrow for it in 
fuch a manner as to forfakeit. For the wicked 
is to forfake his way ; his dark praftices, his 
fecret fins, his open tranfgreflions, muft be 
given up ; they mufl: be relinquiftied, as 
a man takes off one garment, lays it afide, 
and puts on another. And not only he who 
leads a life of pofitive wickednefs, but he 
alfo who is in decent mediocrity, neither 
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bad nor good, not wicked, but not righteous ; 
he who is "unrighteous," muft alfo lay 
afide his thoughts of evil. Probably, fuch 
a one has complimented himfelf on his 
corredt outward conduct, that he is not as 
other men are, extortioners, unjuft, adul- 
terers. But his heart ! what has that been 
about ? — has not that been the coining- 
place of bafe metal, the crucible of evil 
thoughts, only wanting the ftamp of the 
god of this world to bring them out as po- 
fitively bad afts ? Yes, he has nurfed and 
cherifhed evil, lewd, or vile imaginations ; 
out of his heart have proceeded, as He who 
knew what was in man defcribed, "evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, 
thefts, falfe witnefs, blafphemies" — thefe, in 
God's eye the fame as adls, if voluntarily 
received and willingly retained, are to be 
caft out as intruders : for the unrighteous 
man has to forfake his thoughts ; he is to 
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be ready to give them up, and to exchange 
the fervice of Satan for that of Chrift — to 
bring, as St. Paul exprefles it, "every 
thought to the obedience of Chrift." Why 
do I thus urge on you thefe truths ? Be- 
caufe, brethren, there is no falvation for 
you unlefs they are obeyed. Yes, I repeat 
again, thofe wicked afts, thofe fecret 
thoughts, muft be given up ; they muft be 
lacrificed, if you would make room for the 
holy principles of the Gofpel, if you would 
fecure to yourfelves the bleflings of pardon 
and falvation which are therein proclaimed 
to you* But, were it only thus-^were it 
only that it is certain and fure that they 
muft be forfaken, you might fay, What 
then? I forfake my fins — what do you 
OjfFer inftead ? My meflage, brethren, would 
be only half delivered did I ftop here. 
" Repent !" faid St. John the Baptift. Was 
that all? No. "Behold the Lamb of 
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God, which taketh away the fin of the 
world." Hear the gofpel of glad tidings 
preached by Ifaiah. Forfake evil, he 
fays, and " return unto the Lord !" With 
what refult ? " He will have mercy upon 
him ; and to our God, for he will abun- 
dantly pardon ;" or, as the margin reads, 
" multiply pardons." The terrors of the 
Lord are meant to lead men to liften to His 
voice of mercy. The voice of mercy and 
love is intended, not to encourage men in 

r 

their fins, but as incentives to them to 
abhor and forfake their afts and thoughts 
of evil. Thus ftripped, thus lowly in {pirit, 
they approach the throne of God ; and, 
through the accefs obtained for them by 
Jefus Chrift, they obtain remiflion of their 
many fins : none fuch are ever driven from 
the mercy-feat. It was on the truth of 
Him who cannot lie that Ifaiah wrote the 
words before us. The Jewifti Covenant 
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prefigured only the bleffings of the New 
Covenant of Grace. If, then, Ifaiah could 
exhort and fpeak to finful men as he did, 
we may do fo with renewed and accumulated 
force. We know that the Lord Jefus 
Chrift came into the world to give repent- 
ance unto Ifrael and remiffion of fins, — the 
very gifts which we, as fin-burdened men, 
require ; we know that we have finned ; we 
know that repentance is neceflary ; we know 
that either our fins or our names muft be 
blotted out. If our fins are not waflied 
away, our names will not be found in the 
Book of Life. Here, then, we have the 
exaft fupply which we need — the Prince 
with power, the Saviour with will, to grant 
us true forrow for, and genuine forfaking 
of fin, in thought, word, and deed, and to 
beftow upon us further, in conformity with 
His folacing promife, mercy and " the abun- 
dance of pardons," as the Old Teftament ex- 
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prefles ; " repentance and remiflion of fins," 
as the New Teftament declares. And, dear 
brethren, we have thefe injundions and thefe 
promifes, both of them on the folemn word 
of the God of Truth. To be fafe, it is 
abfolutely neceflary to obey them. God is 
worthy of our truft and of our confidence — 
He has power to punifli, but He has grace to 
pardon. Have you finned grievoufly ? are 
your iniquities gone over your head ? and 
are they a fore burden too heavy for you to 
bear ? are they many in number as the hair 
of your head? What then? Is there any limit 
to God's mercy through Chrift? Will he 
fliut the door of love to the truly penitent ? 
Pray Him for His gift of repentance ; pray 
Him for the fulnefs of remiflion. Pray 
now. Befeech Him this day ; He will not 
turn a deaf ear ; He will not reproach you 
with the paft, but obliterate it — remember 
it no more. As high as heaven is above 
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earth, fo far will He remove tranfgreffions 
from you. Were it not fo, it would be 
mockery to addrefs to fallen creatures thofe 
gracious words with which I conclude as I 
commenced: — ''Seek ye the Lord while 
he may be found, call ye upon him while 
he is near: let the wicked forfake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts : 
and let him return unto the Lord, and he 
will have mercy upon him; and to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon." 
Yes; number your tranfgreffions as you 
may have done. He will multiply pardons ; 
and where your fins have abounded, you 
will find His grace ready to abound ftill 
more. 
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NATIONAL DECLENSION. 



Shall I not vijit for theje things ? faith the 

Lord: and fhall not my foul he avenged on 
fuch a nation as this? — Jer. v. 9. 

Departure from God, either by na- 
tions or individuals, is fraught with extreme 
peril to either. As a nation, the chofen 
race of Ifrael were a notable example of 
this. The fovereign choice of Jehovah 
fixed on them, above all the people of 
the earth, to be taken into fpecial co- 
venant with Himfelf. Lamentable, in- 
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deed, were the returns which they ren- 
dered to their gracious and merciful Lord. 
Expoftulation and afFedtionate remonftrance, 
offered again and again, failed of its in- 
tended effeft. Stiffnecked and rebellious 
was ftill the charadteriftic of the nation : 
fo that the long-fufFering of Jehovah at 
length broke forth in this addrefs: — "O 
Ifrael, thou haft deftroyed thyfelf ;" ftill, 
however, reminding them that their help 
was in the Lord their God. Every fign 
of repentance was hailed by the Lord God 
with a fatisfaftion which we may fuppofe 
to be akin to the emotions which fill a 
parent's breaft at the firft figns of foftening 
in a wayward and hardened child. 

This door of repentance is ftill open to 
them, although fo long nationally alienated 
from God. ** Hath God caft away His peo- 
ple ? God forbid." " God is able to grafF 
them in again," fays St. Paul, in Rom. xi.. 
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" if they abide not in unbelief." Through 
Gentile mercy ,* that is, mercy fliown to 
them by us, they are to receive mercy, 
he tells us. So that, if they remain har- 
dened, let us * not be unmindful, bre- 
thren, that it is through our want of 
mercy to them that they do not obtain 
mercy. " For how fhall they hear with- 
out a preacher ? and how fhall they 
preach except they be fent ?" We pride 
ourfelves, brethren, on our national and 
on our religious privileges. Let us not 
boaft againft the ancient ftock : for if God 
fpared not the natural branches, let us take 
heed left He cut us off. 

The chapter out of which my text is taken 
contains remarkable paffages connefted with 
the people of Jerufalem, and the dealings 
of Jehovah with them. It alludes to their 
backflidings — to God's threatenings — to 
His tender mercies. 
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The words occur twice in the chapter, as 
if the Lord would rife in His wrath and 
inflift fummary vengeance. Mercy and 
judgment feem contending as to which 
(hall be extended to the guilty people. In 
wrath He would fmite them ; and yet, 
remembering His lovingkindnefs. He 
would ftill fpare. When judgment over- 
hung the Cities of the Plain, had ten 
righteous perfons been found therein, the 
Almighty, at the prayer of Abraham His 
fervant, would have held back the fiery 
ftorm. In the times referred to in Jere- 
miah he fays, — " Run ye to and fro 
through the ftreets of Jerufalem, and fee 
now, and know, and feek in the broad places 
thereof." Injunftions are reiterated — no 
ftreet or open fpace is to be omitted. It is 
to be fearched, as in Zephaniah i., " with 
candles," and that, not if perad venture ten 
righteous fhould be found, but one. " If 
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ye can find a man, if there be any that exe- 
cuteth judgment, that feeketh the truth ; 
and I will pardon it." Judgment and juftice 
had departed. Truth was abhorrent to 
them. In nominally calling on the Lord 
and acknowledging Him, they took His 
name in vain. They were ftricken of God. 
His arm tried them, but they were not 
grieved. Affliftion did not have its in- 
tended efFeft of foftening their heart. In 
fetting themfelves againft the correftion of 
God, they have made their faces harder 
than a rock. Like loft flieep they ftrayed, 
and have refufed to return. No gleam 
of penitential forrow illumined the dark 
atmofphere of evil — no coming to a right 
mind, as did the repentant prodigal — no 
whifpering foliloquy, " I will arife and 
go unto my Father." No : they refufed 
to return. Thus adted the generality. 
They might have been ignorant. *' They 
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are foolifli," he fays ; " I will get me unto 
the great men ; for they have known the 
way of the Lord, and the judgment of 
their God." And what better fuccefs has 
the Lord's meffenger here ? " Thefe," he 
fays, " have altogether broken the yoke and 
burft the bonds." " Their tranfgreffions 
are many, and their backflidings are in- 
creafed." Thefe, " having eyes full of 
adultery, could not ceafe from fin." " How 
fhall I pardon, thee for this?" inquires Je- 
hovah. " Shall I not vifit for thefe things ? 
faith the Lord : and fhall not my foul be 
avenged on fuch a nation as this .?" 

Thus were the inhabitants of Jerufalem, 
the capital city of the favoured nation, 
traitors to the Lord. " They dealt very 
treacheroufly againfl me," He fays. " All 
the chief of the priefls, and the people, 
tranfgreffed very much after all the abomi- 
nations of the heathen ; and polluted the 
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houfe of the Lord which he had hallowed 
in Jerufalem. And the Lord God of their 
fathers fent to them by his meffengers, rifing 
up betimes, and fending ; becaufe he had 
compaffion on his people, and on his dwell- 
ing place : but they mocked the meffengers 
of God, and defpifed his words, and mis- 
ufed his prophets, until the wrath of the 
Lord arofe againft his people, till there was 
no remedy. Therefore he brought upon 
them the king of the Chaldees, who flew 
their young men with the fword in the 
houfe of their fanftuary, and had no com- 
paffion upon young man or maiden, old 
man, or him that (looped for age : he gave 
them all into his hand. And all the veffels 
of the houfe of God, great and fmall, and 
the treafures of the houfe of the Lord, and 
the treafures of the king, and of his princes ; 
all thefe he brought to Babylon. And they 
burnt the houfe of God, and brake down the 
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wall of Jerufalem, and burnt all the palaces 
thereof with fire, and deftroyed all the 
goodly veffels thereof. And them that had 
efcaped from the fword, carried he away to 
Babylon : where they were fervants to him 
and his fons until the reign of the kingdom 
of Perfia : to fulfil the words of the Lord 
by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land 
had enjoyed her fabbaths: for as long as 
(he lay defolate, fhe kept fabbath, to fulfil 
threefcore and ten years." (2 Chron. xxxvi. 
14-21.) 

When we find the children of Ifrael 
faying, " It is not the Lord : neither fhall 
evil come upon us; neither (hall we fee 
fword nor famine : and the prophets fhall 
become wind, and the word is not in them ;" 
we think it mufl be fome infidel people 
who fpeak, fbme Egyptian monarch: " Who 
is the Lord ? I know not the Lord." 

Alas ! how are the faithful fallen ! But 
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what is the refult of their mifdoings ? ^hey 
faid, the words of the Lord's prophets 
meant nothing ; his threatenings were vain. 
l!he Lord faid, the words in the pro- 
phet's mouth were to be fire; and the 
people, wood; and they were to be de- 
voured. Nor was this all ; carried cap- 
tive by terrible foes, and in a ftrange land, 
the prophet was to fay, when afked (as 
wicked people are apt to do when over- 
taken by juft punifliment), " Wherefore 
doeth the Lord our God all thefe things 
unto us ? " he was to tell them, " Like 
as ye have forfaken me, and ferved ftrange 
gods in your land, fo fliall ye ferve ftrangers 
in a land that is not yours." The judg- 
ments of the Lord were over them, and 
yet they refufed to learn righteoufnefs. 
They faw not, though they had eyes. 
Having ears, they heard not. Like the 
deaf adder, that ftoppeth her ears and 
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will not hear the voice of the charmer, 
charm he never fo wifely, the manifeft 
works of God failed to teach them the fear 
due to His holy name. The fublime 
power by which He flayed the waves of 
the fea, binding them in by a chain of 
fand, — the all-potent voice, which could 
fay to the ocean's furf, *' Hitherto fhalt 
thou come, and no further; here fhall 
thy proud waves be flayed," — this voice 
they heard not, nor heeded. The wicked, 
though like the troubled fea in its mire 
and dirt, were yet in this point behind it 
in excellence, for the fea obeyed the voice 
of the Lord ; but, with a revolting and a 
rebellious heart, their fins withheld good 
things from them. For wicked men were 
among them, whofe houfes were full of 
deceit, and the owners thereof had become 
great and waxed rich ; they overpaflTed the 
deeds of the wicked ; and rampant with 
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worldlinefs, and (as ever) rendered felfifh 
by fin, the juftice of the needy was neg- 
lefted. The duties of charity were over- 
looked; the caufe of the fatherlefs was 
defpifed. At this climax, the Lord's in- 
quiry was again made : " Shall I not vijit 
for thefe things ? " Still, my brethren, 
this is not the end. The prophet adds : 
" A wonderful and horrible thing is com- 
mitted in the lanfi ; the prophets prophefy 
falfely, and the priefts bear rule by their 
means ; and my people love to have it fo : 
and what will ye do in the end thereof?" 
Thus the minifters of religion, inftead of 
being the preferving fait of the people, 
partook of the general contamination of 
error; and the moral eyefight of thofe 
who were taught became fo perverted, that, 
inftead of repelling the falfe teaching of 
the prophets, they even '^ loved to have it 
fo/' 

M 
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What a doleful hiftory ! How grievous 
a declenfion ! " What will ye do in the 
end thereof?" Well, indeed, may the 
prophet thus conclude ! What is the end 
of fuch doings ? What the final doom 
of a nation like this ? What the end of 
the faithlefs individuals who compofe it ? 
Andj brethren, let me alk. Are there no 
features of refemblance between the nation 
of God's ancient choice aod our own ? Are 
we not fignally favoured in a vaft number 
of points beyond other nations of the 
world ? '* What advantage, then, hath the 
Jew?'" afked St. Paul. "Much every 
way," was the reply : " but chiefly, becaufe 
to them were committed the oracles of 
God." And are we behind the Jew in this 
refpedl ? If the Jews of old were taught 
of God by Mofes and the prophets, we 
have the full canon of the facred Scriptures, 
— the oracles of God to the Church — the 
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divine rule of Chriftian faith and pradtice, 
" which are able," St. Paul writes, " to 
make us wife unto falvation, through faith 
which is in Chrift Jefus," by which *' the 
man of God may be perfe<5l, throughly fur- 
nifhed unto all good works/* 

With regard to this facred volume there 
refts a weighty refponfibility on each of us. 
Men, lacking the neceflary faith to receive 
the word, are, as may be expeAed, not 
made " wife thereby unto falvation." ^' But 
what if fome do not believe; fhall their 
unbelief make the word of God of none 
eflfca ?" A flight, fliallow, fuperficial know- 
ledge, (and fliall we not fay, that fuch are 
true charafteriftics of much that palTes for 
knowledge nowadays ?) leads men to fcep- 
ticifin and dangerous byeways of doubt, 
which eventually leave the ibul in igno- 
rance as to the nature of God, and leave 
unfatisfied that craving of immortal beings 
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after a knowledge concerning the higher 
and holier exiftence which awaits the faith- 
ful at the refurredtion morn. May it not be, 
brethren, that fome among us, like Ifrael, 
being fo bountifully fupplied with heavenly 
manna, begrudge even the trouble of 
gathering it ? Let us take heed, left, while 
the meat is yet in our mouths, the wrath of 
God defcend and ftrike us low. May we 
rather partake of the blefEng pronounced 
in the Apocalypfe, — " To him that over- 
cometh will I give to eat of the hidden 
manna, and will give him a white ftone, 
and in the ftone a new name written, which 
no man knoweth, faving he that receiveth 
it." 

Alas ! that it ftiould be fo apparent, that 
while we are the counterpart of Ifrael in 
the receipt of bleflings, we ftiould affbrd 
but too ftrong a refemblance In abufing 
the mercies of God. The fons of Belial, 
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whether in the metropolis of Judaea or of 
England, are ftrongly indicated by a family 
likenefs of depravity. " Among my peo- 
ple/' writes the prophet, " are found wicked 
men ; " fo it is now. In the vifible Church 
the evil is ever mingled with the good — 
the tares abound among the wheat — the 
worthlefs fifh are too numerous in the Gofpel 
net — God has alfo faithful ones among us, 
yea, perhaps more than we think (the pro- 
phet little thought that God had referved 
to himfelf feven thoufand who had not 
bowed the knee to Baal). For their fakes 
His hand withholds the befom of utter de- 
ftruftion. For their fakes, and to give the 
thoughtlefs and the wicked further fpace for 
repentance. He refrains the arrow, although 
" He hath already prepared His bow and 
made it ready." But iniquity does abound 
among us to a frightful extent. What 
fickening corruption muft pervade the 
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various grades of fociety when the daily 
journals throw up fuch revolting fcum ! 
** In her filthinefs is lewdnefs. They as- 
femble themfelves by troops in the harlots' 
houfes." What are thofe words but de- 
fcriptions of the glaring and grofs attradions 
which the demon of Luft holds out to the 
youth of our great cities ? Where, too, 
fave from the fchool of Satan, can our 
countrymen, and, alas ! countrywomen, learn 
thofe fiendiih and deadly doings, the perufal 
of which fills with horror ? Whence, too, 
come the glittering temples of intemperance 
in fuch terrible nearnefs to one another — 
fuch perilous frequency in our ftreets? 
Who can watch the brilliant glare of daz- 
zling lamps, and fee the glazed eyes and 
haggard cheeks of thofe infatuated beings 
who, in fuicidal anxiety, fwarm around the 
doors of thefe temples of Satan, without 
feeing that the Prince of the power of the 
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air ftill exercifes an awful (way over the 
inhabitants of our country ? " Among my 
people are found wicked men: they lay 
wait," — or, as the margin renders it, " they 
pry as fowlers lie in wait : " — " as he that 
fetteth fnares ; they fet a trap, they catch 
men (ver. 26). As a cage is full of birds, 
fo are their houfes full of deceit. Shall I 
not vifit for thefe things ? faith the Lord." 
And is not the vaft commerce of this 
country leading us toward the peril of be- 
coming a people who worfhip mammon? 
Everything is made fubfervient to it. Are 
we not ready to bow down to any golden 
calf, which by traffic, the fuccefs of which 
hides a multitude of mifdoings, may be 
raifed to a pre-eminence above the gold- 
thirfty multitude ? How rarely do we 
read of a gold-digger giving a portion of 
his quickly-got wealth to the Lord ? And 
fee what fuiferings and mifery they undergo 
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in purfuit of perifhing treafures. Are 
there not to be found among us thofe whofe 
houfes are full of deceit — who, there- 
fore, are become great and waxen rich ? 
And, becaufe we are familiar with fuch 
things, can we fuppofe that God overlooks 
them ? We change, and gradually become 
worfe, that is, lefs horror-ftricken, by wit- 
neffing the evil doings which the love of 
lucre brings about. But the pure eyes of 
the Lord, who abhors iniquity, and who 
changes not, how muft He regard fuch pro- 
ceedings ? This canker, eating away the 
vitals of the nation's true greatnefs, cannot 
but be loathfbme in the fight of Holy God. 
** Shall not my foul be avenged on fuch a 
nation as this ? " In the ftrong lan- 
guage of Holy Scripture, God charges 
His angels with folly, and in His fight 
the heavens are not clean ! Oh ! what 
a corrupted fpeftacle muft the earth, and 
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its doings, and inhabitants, prefent to His 
view! 

We may not, however, imagine that fin 
is confined to the metropolis, and other 
large cities ; its eflFeds are feen in remote 
rural difl:ric3:s. Alas that, among our- 
felves, we fhould fo frequently have to 
lament the fl:arting afide of thofe of whom 
we hoped better things ! We need not 
travel to London to hear of debauchery, 
and riot, and drunkennefs, and Sabbath- 
breaking, and their ufual refults — impurity, 
ungoverned paflion, and confequent mifery. 
Nor may we imagine that it is in matters 
of condudl only that we greatly and hein- 
oufly oflFend : we have blots to deplore in 
facred things, — the company of believers, 
who fhould be as one, rent into hofl:ile 
fedions. Our Lord prayed, "That they 
may be one, as Thou, Father, art in Me, 
and I in Thee: that they alio may be one 
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in us." (John, xvii. 21.) The Saviour 
continues, "That the world may believe 
that Thou haft fent me." Thus coupling, 
as it were, with caufe and elFedl, the onenefe 
of believers with the fpreading of the faving 
knowledge of Jefus through the world. 
But now, good people cannot, in fome in- 
ftances, even agree together in oflfering the 
Lord's own prayer. Truly, the founda- 
tions of the Church are fo out of courfc, 
that it would feem vain to imagine that any 
end could be put to our divifions, except by 
the coming of the Son of Man ; and when 
He Cometh, brethren, fhall He find faith 
on the earth f If prophets prophefy falfely 
— holding forth the word of man inftead 
of the word of life, fpeaking fmooth things, 
prophefying deceits, — holding out "another 
gofpel, which is not another," how deplorable 
muft be our condition ! and if the people 
love to have it fo, how tenfold worfe is 
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our plight! "Shall I not vifit for fuch 
things ? faith the Lord;" fhall we not rather 
fay, brethren, Is He not vifiting? If we 
fay. It is not the Lord, neither fhall we fee 
fword or famine ; if we refufe to recognife 
His chaftifements, fhall we not provoke 
Him to anger? Inflruments of punifh- 
ment to refradory mortals are numerous, 
and ready to His hand ; and while pefli- 
lence threatens and approaches, are not the 
other fore judgments of the Almighty fo 
probable as to make us tremble ? Is not 
the whole European continent full of war- 
like combuflibles, only requiring the match, 
and the whole train will burfl with a devas- 
tating fury never before known ? When 
were fuch armaments — when fuch terrific 
though beautiful fleets prepared ? And if 
the warlike fpirit burfls forth, how feverely 
fhould we fufFer in the matter of food ! 
In fpite of that line of policy which was 
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benevolently intended to prevent the recur- 
rence of high prices, how are the predidions 
of ftatefmen falfified ! The very rumour of 
war has been one caufe of this. What, we 
afk with dread, would its burfting forth 
and continuance be? I am a watchman, 
fet on my tower ; and it is my duty to 
point out to your folemn confideration the 
poflible approach of God's three great 
vifitations. A myfterious and intradable 
peftilence overhangs us ; the furface of 
European nations upheaves with the uncer- 
tainty of public affairs ; the ambition of 
one man may flied the blood of millions : 
and fhould his haughty fpirit refufe to re- 
trace his fteps, and fhould that which all 
flatefmen dread — fhall we not fay, exped ? 
— burfl forth, how fad would be the flate 
of our nation, with myriads of hungry 
beings to be fed, and a dearth of food to 
meet their cravings ! and the dcvaflations 
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of war rendering our families bereaved and 
wretched. Is there not enough to folemnize 
our thoughts ? 

Are we perfonally at peace with God ? — 
becaufe if we are, come war, come peftilence, 
come famine, all they can do is to hurt the 
body, the foul is fafe in the hands of Him 
to whom we have committed it. 

Let us not defpife the riches of His long- 
fuifering, but remember that the long-fuf- 
fering of God is falvation. Be careful, 
brethren, that you may be found watching 
and praying. If your fummons fhould 
come while you are negligent, or finning, 
or at enmity with God, how awful is the 
contemplation! To be called to eternity, 
and yet not prepared for heaven — with 
taftes earthly, and no craving for holy joys ! 
Oh ! be diligent in the means of grace. Seek 
the Lord while He may be found. The 
night cometh when no man can work. Now 
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IS the accepted time. Do not trifle in fuch 
a matter, or be content to leave it in uncer- 
tainty. Let the love of Chrifl: dwell in you 
richly — in all wifdom. With Him for 
your falvation — for your hope — your de- 
fence — what have you to fear ? To us 
belongs, indeed, confufion of face ; to our 
kings, to our princes, and governors : be- 
caufe we have rebelled againfl: the Lord. 
Let us feel and acknowledge this, and the 
meflage to Ifrael may be fent to us : " Re- 
turn, thou backfliding Ifrael, faith the Lord ; 
and I will not caufe mine anger to fall upon 
you : for I am merciful, faith the Lord^ and 
I will not keep anger for ever. Only ac- 
knowledge thine iniquity, that thou haft 
tranfgrefled againft the Lord thy God." 
(Jer. iii. 12, 13.) "For to the Lord our 
God belong mercies and forgivenefs, though 
we have rebelled againft Him ; neither have 
we obeyed the voice of the Lord our God, 
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to walk in His laws which he hath fet before 
us." If this feeling animate us, we may 
truft in the Lord and not be afraid. He 
will guard and protedt us. He will fuftain 
us in our lofty pofition among the nations, 
and fhall afford to us the privileges of His 
word — of His Church — of the means of 
grace ; and ftill allow us to be the honoured 
channel of conveying thefe bleffings to the 
multitudes who have never heard His life- 
giving name, as well as to thofe who, having 
tafted the heavenly gift, crave for a con- 
tinual fupply of the bread of life. 



SERMON VIII. 



DAVID'S LORD AND DAVID'S SON. 



While the Pharifees were gathered together y 

Jefus ajked them^ 
Sayingy What think ye of Chrift ? whofe Jon 

is He? They fay unto Himy The f on of 

David. 
He faith unto thenty How then doth David 

in fpirit call Him Lordy fayingy 
The Lord faid unto my Lordy Sit thou on my 

right handy till I make thine enemies thy 

footftool ? 

N 
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If David then call Him Lordy how is He his 

Jon? 
And no man was able to anjwer Him a wordy 

neither durft any man from that day forth 

ajk Him any more quejiions. — Matt. xxii. 

41-46. 

1 HRICE in this chapter did the cavilling 
enemies of Chrift feek to perplex and over- 
throw Him by their captious queftions. 

The Pharifees fought to entangle Him 
in His talk, but were fignally overthrown 
in His reply touching the tribute money. 
Next the Sadducees endeavoured to confute 
Him on the queftion of the refurreftion, 
and were anfwered fully, as well as reproved 
for their ignorance of holy Scripture. Af- 
terwards a fcribe, "tempting Him," in- 
quired. Which was the great commandment 
of the law ? With fingular patience (for 
our Lord knew the irritating motives which 
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led to thefe inquiries) He anfwered each 
and all, exhibiting, at the fame time, ftill 
more remarkable wifdom in His dealings 
with them. Having then received and dis- 
pofed of their fophiftries. He, in His turn, 
leaves the defenfive, and takes up aggres- 
five weapons. Having kept off the enemy 
in three feparate attacks on His pofition. 
He now follows him up with the two-edged 
fword of the Spirit into his own entrenched 
camp, and fo vicSlorioufly did He fmite and 
baffle him, that " no man was able to an- 
fwer Him a word, neither durft any man 
from that day forth afk Him any more 
queftions." 

Our Lord here gives us an example of 
meeknefs and of boldnefs : the meeknefs of 
true wifdom — the boldnefs of confcious 
truth. Herein is indicated the conduct 
which His followers fliould endeavour to 
purfue. We fhould be " able to give to 
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every man that afketh us a reafon for the 
hope that is in us, with meeknefs and fear." 
We fhould do fo, even though it is evident 
that thofe who oppofe themfelves are not 
feeking for inftrudbion to themfelves, but 
for vi(5lory over us. Let us remember, 
when befet by captious antagonifts, the 
condud of the Scribes, Pharifees, and Sad- 
ducees, towards our Redeemer, and His 
treatment of them. But, as good foldiers 
of Jefus Chrift, we may not ftop here. 
Truth is pofitive as well as negative ; and 
the Chriftian armoury is fupplied with 
weapons of attack as well as of defence. 
There is a girdle, breaftplate, fandals, 
fhield, and helmet ; but there is alfo a (word 
— fuch as our Lord ever wielded with fkill 
and efFedb — the fword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God. With this He drove off 
Satan in his onfet of temptation. "It is 
written," feared Apollyon ; and, in the cafe 
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before us, an appeal to the Pfalms of David 
— a portion of the fame word of God — 
filenced the Jews. Thus we fhould not 
only feek to defend and explain what is 
true, but, with equal zeal, endeavour to 
drive out and explode error. 

Thus, after refuting His opponents, our 
Lord puts a queftion to them, knowing 
well the anfwer they would give ; and He 
then infers a doftrine which they were un- 
prepared to receive. " What think ye of 
Chrift ? Whofe Son is He ?" They rea- 
dily acknowledged that He was to be the 
fon of David, a lineal defcendant of David's 
race. What then, he continues, does David 
mean, when, fpeaking by infpiration of the 
Spirit, he calls the Mefliah his Lord as 
well as his fon ? 

The inquiry was well fuited to awaken 
the minds of the Jews, and to fhow them 
that more was intended in their Scripture 
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than they at firft perceived. They had 
thought of Chrift, as the fon of David — 
probably as one like David — viftorious 
over his earthly enemies, and delivering 
their country from a foreign yoke ; but in 
the Pfalms we find it written, God faid 
unto my Lord, (who is Chrift,) " Sit thou 
on my right hand, until I make thine ene- 
mies thy footftool." David fpeaks of Him 
as his fon and as his fuperior ; gives Him a 
title of honour — of divine honour. He muft^ 
therefore, be fomething more than merely 
a defcendant of the royal line of David. 
This, indeed. He is ; but more than this ; 
He is David's Lord. He is the Divine Son, to 
whom the Father hath affigned the higheft 
feat of dignity, even to fit on His right 
hand until all Chrift's foes fliould become 
His footftool, fliould be entirely and fully 
fubjugated to His authority. The Scribes 
were thus placed in a diflJculty, from which 
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but one way of extricating themfelves 
offered. They faw that David (Pf. ex.) 
really fpoke of one who, at the diftancc of 
a thoufand years, was to fpring of his race ; 
and that he yet called this future defend- 
ant his Lord. Had he faid, " The Lord 
faid to my fon. Sit thou on my right hand 
until I make thine enemies thy footftool," 
the fenfe would have been clear and eafy : but 
how could he fay, " The Lord faid to my 
Lord?'' David was the moft illuftrious of 
the kings of Ifrael ; and yet he fpeaks of 
a perfon who fhould be born of his line, at 
a remote period, as his Lord. " They did 
err, not fully knowing (or receiving) their 
Scriptures." A prejudiced eye prevented 
their difcerning the twofold nature of Him 
who was to come as Meffiah. They knew 
and acknowledged that Micah fpoke of 
the Meffiah when he faid (v. 2), " Thou, 
Beth-lehem Ephratah, though thou be little 
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among the thoufands of Judah, yet out of 
thee (hall He come forth unto me that is to 
be ruler in Ifrael ; whofe goings forth have 
been from of old, frcyn everlafting ;" or, as 
in the margin, " from the days of eternity." 
Now, here the pre-exiftent ftate of Chrift 
is clearly fet forth ; declared, too, in terms 
which could refer to none but God Him- 
felf, feeing that He alone is " from ever- 
lafting." But Ifaiah wrote more clearly 
ftill, and had diftindly declared that the 
Perfon who was to be a child born and a 
fon given, was no other than " the mighty 
God;" and that the child who fhould be 
born of a virgin fhould be called Immahuel, 
or " God with us." Thus their own Scrip- 
tures informed them, that the Meffiah was 
to be David's Lord according to His di- 
vine nature (being, indeed. Lord of heaven 
and earth) ; whilft yet, according to His 
human nature, which he was to aflume, of 
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the pofterity of David, He was to be truly 
David's fon. 

In the New Teftament, as might be 
expeded, this high truth is more abun- 
dantly confirmed. Our Lord thus fpeaks 
of His own pre-exiftence before He took 
on Him our flefli. " Before Abraham was 
I am." He had a glory with the Father 
before the world was. He and the Father 
were one. His addrefs to the Apoftle St. 
John was very remarkable. (Rev. i. 8,) 
" I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 
and the ending, faith the Lord, which is, 
and which was, and which is to come, the 
Almighty." It is difficult to conceive 
anything which could more expreflly fet 
forth His divinity than this. " In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God." It 
is evident from thefe and other places of 
Holy Scripture that He is " God manifeft 
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In the flefli ; " even God over all, blefled 
for ever. And thus you fee, dear bre- 
thren, that Jefus Chrift is in both '^ the 
root" (that is, prior and fuperior to) *' and 
the offspring (or defcendant) of David." To 
explain this pafTage in any other way, in- 
volves the greateft difficulty. The divi- 
nity and the human nature of Chrift can 
alone unravel the argument. Here, too, 
I think we may find a key to a difficulty 
which prefles on many minds. " This pas- 
fage," they fay, " and others, afTert an infe- 
riority in Chrift to God the Father, be- 
caufe it is God the Father who exalts Him 
to His right hand, and puts all enemies 
under His footftool." I anfwer, that as 
man and as mediator He was inferior to 
the Father; whilft as God He is equal 
with the Father, and one with Him. 
" Equal to the Father as touching His 
Godhead : and inferior to the Father, as 
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touching His manhood. Perfeft God, and 
perfect man." — {^Athanafian Creed.) Thus, 
as Mediator, He is fent to do the Father's 
will ; as God, He is " of the fubftance of 
the Father, begotten before the world." 

May I then hope, that the difficulty of 
the text is cleared up — that in Chrift's 
eflential nature as God, and in His aflumed 
nature as Mediator, we difcern one and the 
fame Divine Redeemer, David's Lord and 
David's Son, and exclaim with St. Thomas, 
'' My Lord and my God !" 

To be enlightened Chriftians, it is need- 
ful for us with faith to embrace this truth. 
It is fo irftimately connefted with our fafety 
that we cannot think too much of it. For 
if Chrift had not been man. He could not 
have lived and died for us — as the Apoftle 
fays, (Heb. ii. 9), " We fee Jefus, who was 
made a little lower than the angels for the 
fufFering of death, crowned with glory and 
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honour ; that he by the grace of God 
fhould tafte death for every man." On 
the other hand. He muft needs have been 
God, elfe nothing that He either did or 
fufFered could have been available for our 
falvation. Had Chrift been a mere mortal 
creature — even of fpotlefs charader — His 
obedience could not have merited anything 
for us : for all that He could have done 
would have been but His bounden duty; 
and having done it. He would have re- 
mained in that capacity. Nor could His 
fufFerings have made any atonement for 
our fins ; for there is no proportion what- 
ever between the fufFerings of one creature 
for a time, and the fufFerings of countlefs 
millions to all eternity. However exalted 
that charafter as a mortal creature, it could 
fcarce have availed more to take away fins 
than the blood of bulls and of goats. Nor 
could His interceffion have been of any 
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avail, feeing He could not have produced 
any efFedual plea on our behalf. Nor, in 
fhort, could His appointment to govern 
the world fecure to us the bleflings we 
ftand in need of : becaufe, had He not been 
omnifcient. He could not know all our 
wants ; and had He not been omnipotent. 
He could not have fupplied them. But, 
dear brethren, Jefus Chrift, in His double 
capacity as God and man, is fully equal to 
the work He has undertaken in our behalf. 
His fufFerings were a fufficient atonement 
for the fins of the whole world ; and His 
obedience formed a fufficient righteoufnefe 
for the juftification of all who fliould be 
clothed with it. His interceffion, too, 
founded as it is on His atonement, is fure 
to prevail in our behalf; whilft, as head 
over all things to His Church, He can 
fupply, out of His own fulnefs, all who 
call upon Him. In Him, as Emmanuel, 
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" God with us/' as God-man, there is fuch 
a fufficiency that no man, however defperate 
his condition, has any reafon to defpond; 
nor if, with a penitent and believing heart, 
he apply to Jefus, has he any reafon to fear ; 
for Jefus " is able to fave to the uttermoft 
all that come unto God by Him." 

Thefe confiderations, dear brethren, to- 
gether with the prefent exalted pofition 
of our Redeemer at God's right hand, and 
His future triumphant glory, when all foes 
fliall be His footftool, fuggeft forcibly to 
ourfelves the fame inquiry addrefled to the 
Jews,—" What think ye of Chrift ?" !{ 
alfo fuggefts an additional inquiry : whether 
our future doom will be amidft His enemies 
under His footftool, or among the company 
of the redeemed on His right hand ? The 
anfwer to the firft queftion will greatly tend 
to fupply a refponfe to the fecond all- 
important query. 
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How varied the anfwers, even amongft 
profefled Chriftians, to the queftion, " What 
think ye of Chrift?" Some, it is to be 
feared, rarely think of Him at all. He is 
baniihed from their thoughts and love, as 
if He had never died in their behalf; 
others have totally indiftinft thoughts of 
His perfon, charader, and office. As God, 
we ought to regard Jefus Chrift as worthy 
of all our worftiip and honour. Nor lefe 
fo in His mediatorial charader as the 
Sacrifice ; for as fuch He is celebrated by 
the heavenly hoft, " Worthy is the Lamb 
that was flain to receive power, and riches, 
and wifdom, and ftrength, and honjour, and 
glory, and bleffing." 

The true Chriftian may regard his Lord, 
in His human nature, as condefcending to 
fhare all his infirmities — as ready to fym- 
pathife in all his afflidions — " in all things 
tempted like as we are, yet without fin " — 
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as exhibiting in His charafter all tendernefs, 
all love — a readinefs of accefs, which re- 
pels none — a fulnefs of mercy, which dis- 
appoints none — riches of goodnefs, which 
fend none empty away. We fhould think 
of Him as the rifen Head of the Church — 
as the Bridegroom of His fpiritual Bride — 
as abfent indeed — as having gone to receive 
a kingdom and to return ; but ftill as watch- 
ing over every affliftion, every toffing tem- 
peft which aflails His beloved. He is 
the friend of forlorn finners. If out of the 
depths of fin and guilt they cry unto Him, 
He pities and forgives. Indeed, honour 
and gloiy accrue to Him by the pardon of 
every penitent finner. We (hould think of 
Him as looking forward to that time which 
is yet to come, when, as we pray in His own 
prayer. His kingdom (hall be come — when 
all the kingdoms of the world fliall be re- 
ftored to their rightful Ruler and Lord — 
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when the earth (hall be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the fea — when He (hall po(refs the heathen 
for His inheritance, and the uttermoft parts 
of the earth for His po(reffion — ^when He 
(hall reign in Mount Zion and in Jeru- 
(alem, and before His ancients glorioufly. 
And, dear brethren, when the thoughtful 
mind is perplexed at the difcord which pre- 
vails where love and onene(s (hould rule, 
we (hould remember that, as mourning the 
abfence of its Lord, the Church cannot but 
be afflided, though ftill not caft down. 
The eye of faith (hould gaze forward in 
humble longing for brighter days. It 
(hould not be dazzled by what prefents an 
appearance only of the future glory of the 
Church — not captivated by that Babylon 
which faith in her heart, "I fit a queen, 
and am no widow, and (hall fee no forrow." 
"Her plagues," brethren, "come in one 

o 
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day, death, and mourning, and famine; 
and (he fhall be utterly burned with fire ; 
for ftrong is the Lord God who judgeth 
her." (Rev. xviii. 7, 8.) Inftead of enter- 
ing her precinds, the Lord's true fervants 
fhould obey the call, " Come out of her, 
my people, that ye be not partakers of her 
plagues." Keeping ourfelves lowly, in re- 
verent truft in our all-fufficient Redeemer, 
we turn a deaf ear to the blandifliment, to 
the fenfuous allurement, which beguiles and 
bewitches the unwary; and, taking heedful 
warning by the fall of others, fhould prayer- 
fully and watchfully guard our footfteps 
from the attraftive approach to a deceptive 
path, fhunning even the firft outfet in doc- 
trines which naturally, honeftly, and con- 
fiftently lead their teachers to precifely that 
refiilt which, at the firft, they only dreaded, 
and in imagination, at leaft, oppofed. Let 
us cleave to our great High Prieft, " a 
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Prieft for ever, after the order of Mel- 
chizedec/' who hath entered into the holieft 
for us ; who, " after He had offered one 
facrifice for fins for ever, fat down on the 
right hand of God, from henceforth exped- 
ing till His enemies be made His footftool," 
The teft of being Chrift's friends is, that 
we do whatfoever He commanded us ; the 
refult is, to enter into His glory. "Me 
the world hateth," faith Chrift. To be of 
the world is to hate Chrift. To hate Him 
is to be His enemy. To be His enemy is 
to be fwept away, paft recovery, by the 
blafting of the breath of His difpleafure. 

Finally, what think ye, brethren — what 
know ye, of Chrift ? Is He your Redeemer 
— your friend — your all ? Do you know 
Him to be fuch, and value, and love 
Him accordingly? Theory is of no ufe. 
Have you made, each one, perfonal appli- 
cation to Him? To be anything. He 
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muft be all your falvation — all your defire. 
Ponder prayerfully over thefe queftions in 
your foHtude, when God alone is with you ; 
and may He enable you to give an anfwer 
of truth and peace, for His dear Son's 
fake. 
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SERMON IX. 



TRANSFIGURATION OF JESUS. 



And Peter anjwered and Jaid to JefuSy 
MafteVy it is good for us to be here : and 
let us make three tabernacles ; one for Thee^ 
and one for MofeSy and one for Elias. — 
Mark, ix. 5. 

riOW frequendy are lofty mountains 
felefted for extraordinary manifeftations. 
The moft glorious works of the great Pa- 
rent of good are rendered even more re- 
fplendent in grandeur than they ufually 
are. Supernatural marvels are added to 
their native fublimity. From the elevation 
of Mount Ararat did Noah and his family 
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contemplate with thankful awe the fub- 
fiding of the terrific deluge. Upon a 
mountain, Abraham was commanded to 
offer up Ifaac. From Mount Pifgah, a 
diflant glimpfe of Palefline was afforded 
to Mofes. The law was ufhered in by 
awful glories on Mount Sinai. On an 
exceeding high mountain did Satan, the 
ufurper, offer the kingdoms of the world 
to their lawful lord ; and on a high moun- 
tain apart was it that a glimpfe of celeflial 
radiance was afforded to the three favoured 
Apoflles, James, Peter, and John.* 

We fhall briefly confider the remark- 
able perfonages who compofed this won- 
drous group at our Lord's transfiguration. 

He whofe attire became as white as fnow 
— whofe face did fhine as the fun — ^whofe 
raiment was white as the light — gliflering, 
fo as no fuller on earth could accomplifh 

* Calvary is not a mountain. 
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fuch refulgence, occupies the moft pro- 
minent pofition. 

He appears to have retired thither to 
pray. " He took Peter and John and 
James, and went up into a mountain to 
pray." (Luke, ix. 28.) The ftill folitude 
of the mountain's recefs, apart from the 
gaze of the multitude, as well from their 
honour as from their infults, feems to have 
been a favorite refort of the Lord Jefus 
while on earth. As man, partaking of the 
weaknefs of our nature, and, as fuch, 
weighed down by the load of man's imputed 
guilt, as well as by the contemplation of 
His coming fufFerings, He frequently held 
communion with His Father above. In 
fuch privacy, " continuing all night in 
prayer to God," He would partake of the 
upholding confolations of the Father's 
{mile. He oft reforted, we read, tp the 
garden of Gethfemane, forefeeing its retire- 
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ment as the fcene of His agony and appre- 
henfion. 

In the inftance before us, it was while 
He prayed that the faftiion of His coun- 
tenance was altered. The pouring forth 
of His foul in prayer drew down this mar- 
vellous exhibition of glory, and elicited a 
teftimony from on high fimilar to that 
which bore witnefs at His baptifm, — " This 
is my Beloved Son, hear ye him." He 
would alfo, no doubt, intend this mani- 
feftation of His glory as an encourage- 
ment to the weak faith of His true but 
weak followers, when they fhould fee Him 
borne away by His foes, and be led to 
tremble left He, who fhould have redeemed 
Ifrael, had led them into mifconception. 
He knew their frame, and remembered that 
they were duft; and therefore in tender 
compaflion confidered their infirmity, by 
thus confirming their belief. To fuccour 
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them that are tempted is one of the offices 
He is able to fulfil; He having fufFered 
when tempted Himfelf, is ready to afford 
us this aid when we call upon Him to help us. 
Let it be ours to call upon Him in prayer 
and fupplication ; for the fpirit and practice 
of prayer which He exhibited is our ex- 
ample. His habit of retirement is one to 
be noted by us. " When thou hafl fhut to 
thy door, pray to thy Father, which feeth 
in fecret." The tranquillizing and yet ele- 
vating effed of private prayer to God is 
{uch as thofe only know to whom it is 
familiar. Let me urge it on you with re- 
newed force. 

Dear brethren, in thefe days of exciting 
ftimulant, if you would make any head 
againft the oppofing flream which fets in 
againft your heaven -bound vefTel, it is 
prayer which muft impel you. If you 
would not fall into temptation, it mufl be 
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by prayer ; a free expreffion of your wants, 
your trials, your weaknefles, your fins, into 
the ears of your compaflionate Redeemer 
and God. No fpiritual vitality can be re- 
tained by any other means without this. 
It fliould be the confiding converfe of a 
timid and feeble child addreffing the ten- 
derefl of parents. This is an illuflration 
which God Himfelf employs. "If ye, 
being evil, know how to give good gifts, 
how much more fhall your heavenly Fa- 
ther give good gifts to them that afk 
Him ?" That is, as no earthly parent, 
although by nature evil, could withfland 
the appeal of his child when its cry of 
diflrefs or want reaches his ear, fo is it 
impofTible that our heavenly Father, who 
is more tender than the tenderefl, more 
able than the mofl powerful earthly parent, 
can turn a deaf ear to the fupplications of 
His children who call upon Him. And, 
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brethren, I may add, that it is in the con- 
ftant habit of prayer you may look for 
bright beams of encouragement when your 
courfe is trying or dark. How was Daniel 
engaged when he knew that the fatal decree, 
condemning him to the wild beafts' den, 
was figned ? He kneeled on his knees 
three times a-day as heretofore ; and this 
was no new thing with him. He was not 
thus fervent and conftant in prayer becaufe 
peril was imminent ; but it is incident- 
ally mentioned that fuch was his habit. 
''He kneeled on his knees three times a- 
day, and gave thanks [yes, gave thanks, 
even then] before his God, as he did afore- 
time." Signal deliverances — fignal pro- 
teftion — fpecial mercy and bleffmg, will 
defcend on that Chriftian who, by God's 
grace, continues, both in troublous and 
peaceful times, inftant in prayer. As thQ 
heavenly Father's fmile beamed on His 
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divine Son when He prayed in the mount, 
fo may we look for His cheering bene- 
didion when we pray in faith, nothing 
wavering. 

The heavenly vifitants who appeared in 
transfiguration, were Mofes and Elias, 
In Mofes, the moral law — in Elias, the 
fpirit of prophecy — in our blefled Lx>rd 
the perfeftion of all appears. He ful- 
filled the law and made it honourable. 
To Him the types referred, and in Him 
did they find their fubflance. In Him 
were the prophecies accomplifhed, and all 
the blefling of the gofpel covenant exhibited 
and combined — pardon, peace, glory, wis- 
dom, righteoufhefs, fandification, and re- 
demption. St. Luke gives us the fubjed 
on which Jefus and thefe celeflial inhabi- 
tants fpoke. " They fpake of the deceafe 
which He fhould accomplifh at Jerufalem." 
Yes, even then were the agonies of infults 
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and torture evidently before His contem- 
plation. And would not Mofes and Elias, 
as meflengers from on high, fet before Him 
the glory which fhould follow, and tell of 
the fatisfadion confequent on beholding the 
travail of His foul rendered efFedual for 
the reftoration of man's race ? We read 
that Jefus, when He knew that His hour 
was come, fteadfaftly fet His face to go to 
Jerufalem. " Lo ! I come ; in the volume 
of the book it is written of Me. I delight 
to do Thy will, O God ! " So, in this hour 
of heavenly converfe. He fhrinks not from 
talking of the deceafe which He fhould 
accomplifh. He was then, brethren, the 
man of forrows, and it would feem that 
even this glimpfe of the glory which He 
had with the Father muft be dimmed by 
the recollection of the pain accompanying 
the compaffionate miffion on which He had 
defcended. 
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We may infer from this paflage that the 
fpirits of juft men made perfed difcourfe 
one to another, and tliat glorified faints 
mutually recognize and converfe together. 
Such a thought as this fhould animate us 
on our march heavenward. We fhould re- 
coiled the many links of relationfhip and 
love which have been broken — too rudely, 
alas ! on earth — and haflen forward to the 
hour when we may hope to rejoin thofe who 
have departed in Jefus before, and enter 
with them into the fulnefs of joy which is 
found only before the throne of the 
Lamb, and in chanting His glories and 
worth. 

The three difciples now claim our atten- 
tion ; and we ihall recognize the three who 
were with their Lord when, in the exercife 
of His omnipotence. He reflored the 
daughter of Jairus, and who alfo accom- 
panied Him when, in the fhades of Geth- 
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femane. He poured out His foul in bitter 
agony. 

Apparently alluding to the transfigura- 
tion, St. John fpeaks thus : "And the 
Word was made flefh, and dwelt among us 
(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of 
the only-begotten of the Father), full of 
grace and truth." (John, i. 14.) And St. 
Peter : " He received from God the Father 
honour and glory, when there came fuch a 
voice to him from the excellent glory. 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleafed. And this voice which came 
from heaven we heard, when we were with 
him in the holy mount." (2 Epift. i. 
17, 18.) Thus did they make mention of 
it in aftertime. During the brightnefs of 
the tranfcendant glory they were "fore 
afraid;" and why were they afFrighted? 
For the fame caufe why Adam and Eve, 
when the Lord called them, were afraid and 
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hid themfelves; and as Mofes alfo, when 
the voice addrefled him from the burning 
bufli, ^' hid his face, for he was afraid to 
look upon God." Sin has come between 
man and his God, and any gleam of divine 
glory terrifies and bewilders his foul. Be- 
fore the fall, Adam could converfe with 
God ; afterwards, dread and fear took hold 
of him ; and fo would it be with us, 
brethren, did we behold the majefty of Je- 
hovah in its fulnefs. But when we behold 
the Godhead revealed to man in the perfon 
of Jefus Chrift, we do not indeed lofe our 
reverence, but we feel that we can love. 
We can look on the face of the Redeemer, 
and behold there the gracious Mediator 
between the offended majefly of the Father 
and the criminal guilt of fallen man ; for 
God is in Chrifl reconciling the world unto 
Himfelf. To Him we may look — on Him 
we may gaze, and not die, but live ; trem- 
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bling on account of fin, in His prefence, 
and by His finile, we may even come 
boldly unto the throne of grace, and find 
mercy and grace to help in every time of 
need. 

The individual charafter of St. Peter 
here, as elfewhere, appears. He is the ready 
fpokefman : although fore afraid, he fpeaks, 
" Lord, it is good for us to be here. Let 
us make three tabernacles ; one for Thee, 
and one for Mofes, and one for Elias." 
Aftounded by the refulgence, (they were 
but juft awoke, for while Jefus prayed they 
flept, as at Gethfemane,) Peter ftill could 
ftammer forth, " It is good for us to be 
here;" and we may readily afl!ent to this 
expreflion. Where the Lord is, and where 
His glory is, there it is good indeed for 
His followers to be; and if it fo pleafe 
Him, fome among us may, not for our 
own merits, but of His free mercy, hope to 

p 
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fee His fulnefs of glory hereafter. But 
Peter, in truth, wift not what he faid. 
That holy prefence, that exaltation from 
earth's care and grovelling thoughts, its 
wearinefs and grief, into this bright region, 
was indeed good ; but to build three taber- 
nacles, thus to remain, was not fuch as God 
wills for us here. 

St. Paul was more corredt when he faid, 
" For I am in a ftrait betwixt two, having a 
defire to depart, and to be with Chrift; 
which is far better : neverthelefs, to abide 
in the flefh is more needful for you. And 
having this confidence, I know that I fliall 
abide and continue with you all for your 
furtherance and joy of faith." (Philip, i. 
23-25.) St. Peter would at once and for 
ever forego the warfare of earth, and before 
his work was tried and finifhed, enter into 
glory; but his Lord would not have it 
thus for him, or for us. " I muft work the 
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works of Him that fent me while it is 
day," faid our Lord of Himfelf ; and at the 
end He could fay, " I have finiflied the 
work that Thou gaveft me to do." St. 
Peter's work was yet before him. He had 
to defcend from that bright region, and be 
buffeted, and tried, and be taught how 
weak he was. Prifon was to confine him ; 
multitudes were to be gathered to the fold 
of Jefus by him ; and, finally, a reverfed 
crofs was to receive his body before his 
Lord would receive his foul, to be, not in a 
tent, but in a manfion for ever — not only 
with Mofes and Elias, but with all the ran- 
fbmed of God. 

And may we not gather from this the 
following lefTons ? — that if we are privileged 
at any time by bright views of our Lord 
and of heavenly glories, we muft be indeed 
thankful, and feel it is good for us to be 
there; but not feek for a continuance. 
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We muft defcend from the mount into 
the plain, and bear the trials and ills that 
await every follower of Jefus. It is, indeed, 
good to be with Him in bright hours ; and 
in order to attain to that, the preparation 
is, to be with Him in fufFerings ; to bear 
the crofs as a prelude to wearing the crown. 
Thofe who fhall fit down with Him in his 
kingdom, and fit on thrones, are they who 
have continued with Him in His tempt- 
ations. The road to enjoyment of blifs is 
through much tribulation. If we are thus 
content and ready to follow Him whither- 
foever He goeth, in duty's narrow path, in 
days of trial, weaknefs, pain, and forrow, 
we ftiall ftill find Him at our fide. 

It was not only in the mount that He 
was feen. As fobn as the heavenly voice 
which attefted His Sonfliip was hufhed, 
fuddenly, when they had looked round 
about, we read, " they faw no man any more. 
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fave Jefus only with themfelves." Here is 
encouragement ! Brightnefs and radiant 
glory may pafs away ; a cloud encompaffing 
may caufe us dread ; but when the bright- 
nefs is obfcured, and the cloud difperfed, 
and the world, and its duties, and cares, 
once more opened to our view, Jefus ftill 
remains. His prefence will cheer a dun- 
geon, and enable us, as the three children, 
to praife God even in the fire. 

Where then may we, befides the com- 
munion of private prayer, look for the 
glowing confolations of Chrift ? Here, 
dear brethren, in this houfe of God, where 
we are met together. He is ipecially in the 
midft of thofe who aflemble in His name ; 
here to blefs, to fuftain, to encourage, to 
elevate. He bids us meet Him as guefts 
at His feaft. He bids us commemorate 
His love at His table ; and, in that joyous 
participation, gather gladdening fupport for 



214 SERMON IX. 

our toil and travel. It is, indeed, good to 
be there. 

I remind thofe who negled or defpife 
the privilege, that it is good to be there 
and perilous to be abfent. I tell the young, 
not yet confirmed, for their encouragement, 
that it is good to be there. It is good to 
do what Chrift bids us; in the path of 
obedience is joy, peace, and ftrength. To 
thofe who have relinquilhed their privilege, 
I fay, that to forfake Chrift, " having loved 
this prefent world," is a fcandal and a woe 
for your fouls. " Ye did run well ; who 
did hinder you?" It was Satan who hin- 
dered, and will hinder, unlefs you bid him 
flee from you. Set the Lord before you 
and Satan behind you, and the path is clear 
for you to walk in. By the joys you once 
experienced, by the ftrength you once ob- 
tained, by the weaknefs you now deplore, 
and by the fins you would now relinquifh ; 
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above all, by the love of Chrift, which 
fliould conftrain you, I would entreat you 
to remember, how good it was to be 
there ; and as we, dear brethren, drawn by 
love and obedient to His commands, meet 
on ftated occafions around the holy table 
of the Lord, and feel the truth and force 
of this heavenly truth, let us glance for- 
ward the eye of faith and truft, and, ftrain- 
ing our gaze heavenward, place ourfelves 
in the Saviour's holy prefence — in the 
manfion prepared for thofe who love 
Him, from whence we fhall never go out, 
and, amazed at the profpeft of joys and 
dazzling brightnefs then furrounding us, 
fay, in good hope of fruition, — 
It is good, indeed, to be there ! 
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THE COMMUNICATIVE VIRTUE OF JESUS, 



(Lent.) 



And when the woman Jaw that /he was not 
hidy /he came tremblingy and falling down 
before Himy /he declared unto Him before 
all the people for what caufe /he had 
touched Himy and how /he was healed 
immediately. 

And He /aid unto her^ Daughter y be of good 
comfort : thy faith hath made thee whole : 
go in peace. — Luke, viii. 47, 48. 

1 HERE is (or fliould be) fweet harmony 
between the holy feafon on which we have 
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juft, through God's mercy, entered, and 
between the natural world. The economy 
of Nature and of Grace fliould combine to 
lift up our thoughts on high. Thus, the 
period of the year called " Lent," (an old 
Saxon word, meaning Spring,) falls in ac- 
cordantly with the feelings which it becomes 
us to cherifh at this time. The ufual fe- 
verity of the winter is for the moft part 
gone. The earth is relaxed from cold. The 
ftreams, no longer enchained, run freely and 
joyfully to enliven and enrich the land. So 
fin freezes and hardens the heart of man. 
It is the winter and froft of his fpiritual 
part. He is cold, unfruitful, unlovely, and 
miferable, as long as he is under its do- 
minion. Then enfues the fpring-time of 
repentance — then flow the tears of forrow 
and remorfe — then the warm beams of 
heavenly love, fhed forth by Jefus Chrift, 
the Sun of Righteoufnefs, dart into the 
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foul, and melt and foften the heart. Man 
awakes, as it were, from torpor, and puts on 
the beautiful garments with which the grace 
of God is ready to deck him ; juft as, by 
the increafing warmth of the year, the earth 
puts on the mantle of green and of various 
colours which God has given her, and is 
clad with fruits and flowers for the glory of 
our Maker and the good of man. Thus 
did one of the individuals referred to in my 
text exchange the winter of forrow for the 
funfliine of peace — a Lenten for an Eafter 
fpirit— the oil of joy inftead of forrow — the 
garment of praife in the place of the garb 
of diftrefs. The event alluded to occurs, 
as it were, in a parenthefis, /. e. between the 
time of our Lord's fetting out for, and arri- 
val at, the houfe of one who had prayed 
Him to come and heal a fick daughter. 
Jairus, the ruler of the fynagogue, "fell 
down at Jefus' feet, and befought him that he 
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would come into his houfe : for he had an 
only daughter, about twelve years of age, 
and flie lay a-dying." We read that, as He 
went, the people thronged Him. This, 
together with the miracle now before us, 
delayed the Saviour's fteps ; and, before 
He had reached the houfe of Jairus, a mes- 
fenger came to fay, " Thy daughter is dead; 
trouble not the Mafter." I allude to this, 
in pafling, to fhow that, though our Lord 
delayed for a work of mercy, and thereby 
caufed for Jairus the momentary bitternefs 
of learning his daughter's deceafe, he had 
no reafon, as the event fhowed, to regret 
the Saviour's hindrance. We may imagine 
the anxiety of a loving father for his only 
daughter's fafety, and his diftrefs at feeing 
the great Phyfician hindered on His way to 
cure her by another patient ; and ftill more, 
his anguifh at finding that, owing to this 
very delay, he had loft his cherilhed trea- 
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fure — ftill, afterwards, his increafed joy at 
receiving her back from death itfelf, would 
compenfate for having, for a while, deemed 
her loft to him. 

It was not otherwife in the cafe of La- 
zarus. When the fifters fent to Jefus, we 
read, " He abode two days ft ill in the fame 
place where he was;" and, during that 
delay, Lazarus died. Chrift, though He 
made as though He heard not, was prefent 
in thought at their afflifted hearth, and 
proved afterwards that His love and power, 
though it tarried, flept not. Thus, dear 
brethren, when, in trial or forrow, it may 
appear to us that our prayers are unnoticed, 
let not our faith fail us, but ever bear in 
mind that delay in the refponfe does not 
imply denial of our requeft. But that the 
anfwer will come, maybe not in our time, 
or in our way, or according to our wifties ; 
but " though it tarry, wait not. It will furely 
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come. It will not tarry.*' Neither Martha 
and Mary, nor Jairus, had reafon to complain 
of their Lord's delay. He came in His 
own good time, and with greater power 
and mercy than ever their faith expefted. 
Chrift Jefus, on the occafion before us, 
fliowed one work of mercy and power be- 
fore the multitude, and another in the houfe 
of Jairus, and in both a halo of love and 
grace furround His divine perfon. He 
went about doing good. One perfon had 
endured twelve years of fufFering ; the 
other's whole life had only reached that 
period. He reftores health to one, and life 
to her who had been fo early cut off — hap- 
pinefs and joy to both. Nothing is beyond 
His power. No forrow too bitter for His 
love to remove, or trial too heavy for His 
mercy to afluage. 

While our beloved Lx)rd was thus en- 
gaged. He was thronged by a multitude of 
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perfons. " The multitude throng thee and 
prefs thee," faid the ever-forward Peter — 
crowded upon Him to fufFocation, as the 
word (in ver. 42) originally imports. 

Motives of anything but an unearthly 
nature actuated, we fear, the majority of 
this unmannerly multitude. Sometimes, as 
our Lord told them, the loaves and fifhes, 
that is. His temporal and not the fpiritual 
gifts, attracted them: curiofity, too, in 
others, to fee fome fign, fome wonder, fome 
ftrange miracle. Sometimes, however, 
thefe multitudes arrived at more correft 
conclufions than thofe better informed — 
the people believed on Him, while the 
priefts plotted againft Him ; while, again, 
the proverbial ficklenefs of an idle coUeftion 
of people was proved in His cafe, as in 
others before and fince : — one day they 
ihouted " Hofanna !" the next, " Crucify!" 
But, however varying the popular opinion 
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of Him, His work went on — His Father's 
will muft be done : whether under applaufe 
or fpitting, He muft work the works of 
Him that fent Him, while it was day. His 
meflage was to be delivered, whether the 
people would hear or whether they would 
forbear. Whether accufed of collufion with 
Beelzebub, or announced as the Son of 
David, He had love and mercy for all. 
Like Him, too, to pleafe God and not men, 
muft be the aim of every Chriftian, but es- 
pecially of thofe who bear the minifterial 
office. " For if I yet pleafed men," faid 
St. Paul, /. e. if I made it my chief objecft 
to be more popular than faithful, " I fliould 
not be the fervant of Chrift," not worthy to 
bear His meflage, not true to my Mafter. 

We turn now from the multitude who 
thronged, to one who, in a manner different 
from the others, touched the Saviour ; and 
yet it may be faid. If they crowded on Him 
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thuSj furely they touched Him ? Truly they 
did, but with different motives and with 
different refult. There came a poor afflidted 
woman amongft that throng : long had flie 
fuffered ; hope of cure, twelve years de- 
ferred, rendered her fick at heart. She had 
tried everything ; flie had confulted every 
phy fician — but One ; flie had long borne 
her wretchednefs, but now, in addition. 
Poverty, the great aggravator of ficknefs, 
clenched hold of her with its iron gripe ; 
and, fo far from being better, flie rather 
grew worfe. Alas for fo miferable a 
plight, fo wretched a condition ! Woe to 
our race for the fuffering entailed on us by 
fin ! Thrice miferable were we, indeed, if its 
dominant fway meet with no check ; but, 
thanks be to God, its very wretchednefs is 
fometimes made the very means of its re- 
moval : fo it was in this cafe ; the power 
and punifliment both alike gave way before 
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Him who has conquered fin, and who is 
able alfo to make us more than conquerors 
over the fame foe. This poor female had 
heard, doubtlefs, the fame of Chrift ; had 
fhe not heard, fhe had not as yet applied to 
Him. It is no fmall blefling to hear of 
Chrift; but fadly incomplete, unlefe the 
hearing caufes us to go perfonally to Him. 
Her extremity of woe drove her to Him. 
^^ Oh ! " we now exclaim, " happy fbrrow ! 
— healthful diforder ! which bade her ap- 
proach the Saviour :*' a timid, though real 
faith, mixed with fomething of ignorance, 
urged her to the ftep. She feems to have 
expedbed fome magical cure from touching 
His garment. Still we may fay, if fhe ex- 
pedbed fo much from the garment, it implies 
that fhe had high ideas of the wearer's 
power. However this may be, fhe did evi- 
dently, in fome points, mifcalculate ; for fhe 
thought to be cured fecretly, and to efcape 
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unfeen. She believed that He would and 
could cure her, though ihe knew not how 
or why ; and here lay the fecret of her fuc- 
cefs. Weak as was her faith, it was genuine. 
She felt that flie was wretched ; flie believed 
He was kind; and fuch faith, brethren, 
never approached the Saviour in vain. 
Without faith, flie would have ftayed at 
home in her mifery. The fmoking flax 
was fanned into a bright, vigorous flame, 
and flie went away with faith triumphant 
and joy overflowing. 

Having confidered the multitude and the 
trembling woman, let us now regard the 
condudt of the Lord Jefus Chrifl: on this 
occafion. Power, grace, and knowledge, 
mark his proceedings. His power was in- 
finite, inexhauftible, like a never-failing 
fpring ; but His knowledge told Him 
when it was put to the fmalleft proof. A 
rich benefador may do good to others in a 
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variety of ways, and yet be never confcious 
of it. Not fo the omnifcience of Jefus. 
Amongft that vaft crowd one poor, timorous 
finner, touches His garment with a trufting, 
hoping faith. He at once knows it, and 
turns round to inquire who it was ? Now, 
you may fay, " If He knew, why inquire 
who touched Him ? " It has been well (aid, 
that a father who knows fomething that his 
children have done, and who was the doer 
of it alfo, ftill might queftion them as to 
who did it. Eliflia, too, affords an example 
of a fomewhat fimilar manner of putting a 
queftion. ^* Whence comeft thou, Gehazi ? " 
faid he to his faithlefs fervant. " Thy fer- 
vant went no whither," he replied. " Went 
not my heart with thee ?" rejoined the pro- 
phet. He had a motive in afking the 
queftion, though he knew the reply before. 
His motive was to confute a bafe liar. Our 
Lord afked, "Who touched me?" with 
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a motive alfo, but of a difFerent kind — 
namely, not to be angry or reprove, but to 
comfort the woman, and (as at the raifing 
of Lazarus) for the fake of the multitudes, 
who might thereby fee and acknowledge 
His divine power. It is evident that our 
Lord knew who had done it before He in- 
quired; for in St. Mark, v. 32, it is faid: 
" He looked round about to fee her that 
had done this thing." For her fake chiefly 
He called her forth. The cure of her body 
he intended to be, as was His cuftom, fub- 
fervient to the pardon of her foul — -the 
lefTer blefling to make way for the greater : 
ihe was not only to go away in bodily 
health, but in peace of mind ; not only to 
receive benefit of cure, but to confefs the 
Lord Jefus before men — to promote His 
glory and her own falvation : while the 
world's fcientific (kill failed to cure her poor 
frame, the great Phyfician would reftore 
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inftantaneoufly her foul as well as her 
ftrength. Having fought peace, but found 
none in the world, fhe was to prove that 
God's comforts alone could delight her foul. 
She was as happily confcious of her cure as 
fhe had been painfully fo of her infirmity ; 
fhe felt in her body that fhe was healed of 
her plague ; fhe felt in her foul that her fin 
was pardoned. 

Let us turn now to a praftical application 
of thefe remarks, and endeavour to ufe for 
our own benefit the narrative concerning 
^* the multitudes who followed the Lord, 
and the woman who touched His garment ;** 
and, finally, feek for comfort from knowing 
that the Lord's hand is not now fhortened 
that it cannot ftill fave, nor His ear heavy 
that it cannot hear. 

The preaching of Chrifl's word, the 
adminiflration of His facraments, in days of 
outward profperity and freedom from perfe- 
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cution, have ftill the efFeft of gathering mul- 
titudes together ; and as in days of old it 
was defcribed, "Some believed the things 
which were fpoken, and fome believed not," 
fo it is in our time. Cuftom — external 
decorum — the defire to maintain an ap- 
pearance of refpeftability — are the magnets 
by which many are drawn. Others, with 
a view to pacify confcience, undergo what, 
to them, is a weekly penance, by fitting 
awhile in God's houfe ; and, as a palliative 
to that troublefome monitor, prefent them- 
felves three times a-year at the communion 
table. I do not affirm that there are any 
fuch here ; but knowing the poflibility — ay, 
the probability — of fuch felf-deception, it is 
not unfafe to ftate that fuch are no uncom- 
mon motives among men who are outwardly 
among the number of Chrift's followers. 
To be prefent as formalifts is better than 
not being here at all. For it may be that 
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fome dart may be fo direfted of God, al- 
though only drawn by man at a venture, as 
to pierce the otherwife impervious mail of 
fome felf-fatisfied Pharifee. No charafter 
is more difficult of accefs for the humbling 
truth of the go{pel than that of the felf- 
complacent. They have a happy, or 
rather, I fhould fay, a fatal method of 
evading every . folemn warning of God's 
word; and, miftakenly fecure under their 
deceptive panoply, they flatter themfelves 
in their pride till the day of God's wrath 
uncovers every refuge of lies, and the mifer- 
able, felf-deluded viftim of Satan, is left 
unprotefted againfl: thofe overwhelming 
floods and winds which ihall then blow on 
fuch foundationlefs edifices, and fcatter them 
to the four corners of heaven. Better be a 
reclaimed outcaft, as Magdalene, than a 
felf-relying, unchanged formalift, whofe 
only language to heaven is, ^^ God, I 
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thank thee that I am not as other men 
are." 

Although, as I have faid, multitudes of 
faithlefs perfons crowd at the preaching of 
the word and adminiftration of the facra- 
ments, and go away unprofited, it muft not 
be imagined that they go away with the 
fame refponfibilities as before.* No. Every 
means of grace fliould be followed by an 
increafe of grace ; and if it is not fo, it is 
productive only of increafe of condem- 
nation. After you, dear brethren, have 
been to the public fervice of this Church, 
you do not leave it as you came. You 
muft be either better or worfe ; better and 
holier, if you profit by the multiplied means 
provided for you — more feared and hard- 
ened if you retire without falutary impres- 
fions. Crowds of inhabitants of Judea 

* ** He often tells them that lermons arc dangerous 
things ; that none goes out of church as he came in, but 
either better or worle." — Herbert's Country Par/on, 
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thronged on our Lord — a few only bene- 
fitted ; but what was His lamentation ? — 
'* O Jerufalem, Jerufalem, thou that killeft 
the prophets, and ftoneft them which are 
fent unto thee, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as a 
hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, 
and ye would not ! Behold, your houfe is 
left unto you defolate." (Matt, xxiii. 37.) 
What, alfo, was Chrift's addrefs to thofe 
cities wherein moft of His mighty works 
were done, becaufe they repented not ? — 
" Woe unto thee, Chorazin ! woe unto 
thee, Bethfaida ! for if the mighty works, 
which were done in you, had been done in 
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented 
long ago in fackcloth and afhes. But I fay 
unto you. It ihall be more tolerable for Tyre 
and Sidon at the day of judgment, than for 
you. And thou, Capernaum, which art ex- 
alted unto heaven, fhalt be brought down to 
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hell : for if the mighty works, which have 
been done in thee, had been done in Sodom, 
it would have remained until this day. But 
I fay unto you. That it fliall be more tole- 
rable for the land of Sodom [for even that 
fink of abomination] in the day of judgment 
than for thee." (Matt. xi. 21-24.) The 
means of grace were offered to thefe places 
in the hour of mercy, and although the 
people thronged the Saviour, yet they be- 
lieved not on Him. The day of grace, 
like other days, came to a clofe, and a dark- 
ened fiinfet of threatening wrath foretold a 
judgment to come on the morning of the 
refurrecftion. This, then, is the pradical 
leffon here : that, as hearing the Saviour's 
words but doing them not — crowding 
round Him with wonder, but without faith, 
brought darknefs over that benighted land, 
fo fimilar danger exifts now, and that it is 
too poflible to be among His nominal fol- 



236 SERMON X. 

lowers while the heart is as far as can be 
from a true and faving faith. Oh, if it is 
fo with any, that ficknefs, that forrow, that 
poverty, that trial, that bereavement, which 
removes delufion, is to be hailed as an in- 
calculable benefit. It drove the poor wo- 
man of our text whither ihe found mercy, 
and it may do the fame blefled errand for 
fome now prefent. The day of deftitution 
— the utter failure of long-tried folaces of 
earth — may be of higheft moment to thofe 
thus proved. The bed of ficknefs — its 
long, weary hours — its nightly vigils — its 
daylight thoughts — the abfence of the 
world's delights, attradtions, and glare, — 
bid the foul look within, and, in calm con- 
templation, inquire, if it is fatisfied to re- 
main in its paft and cuftomary wretched- 
nefs and apathy. Sin's narcotics have 
hitherto dulled its {piritual perception, and 
it has been utterly unaware that, however 
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outwardly decorous before men, that flimfy 
garment is totally unable to hide its fliame 
from the eye of God. 

^^ Where art thou ? faid God to Adam. 
Before he finned, he could meet God in 
the garden ; after his fall, it is, " I was 
afraid, becaufe I was naked ; and I hid 
myfelf." Miferable, poor, and blind, and 
naked is the finner's condition before God ; 
although he, from that very blindnefs, 
knows it not. It is often, then, the afflic- 
tion of ficknefs which removes this blindnefs 
and difcovers to him his real ftate, and 
when this is beheld; he abhors himfelf, 
as this poor woman did ; and nothing will 
do but he muft find himfelf, not only 
among the thronging crowd, where he has 
always been, but he muft be perfonally 
convinced of the Saviour's power, and 
individually experience His pardoning love. 
Here, then, is a true repentant fpirit ; not 
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the outward fatisfadtion of a face volun- 
tarily elongated, but with a fubdued and 
chaftened fpirit, with a difciplined foul 
— ^taught not to feel felf-fufficient, but 
lowly — led thus influenced to the crofs 
of Chrift, to obtain mercy and grace : that, 
brethren, is the right place for a true 
penitent. Pampered luxury finds not it- 
felf here — nor ftarving pride either : for 
pride creeps in, in both cafes; and it is 
even poflible for a man to be proud of his 
lowlinefs — or, rather, of his afTumed lowli- 
nefs. We fee fuch people, now-a-days, 
whofe very look fays, "See how I faft; 
fee how mortified and good I am ; fee how 
much better I am than thofe grofs flaves of 
appetite and floth ! " This is to be as the 
hypocrites of old, of a fad countenance, 
that they may appear unto men to faft. 
To difcipline the foul, to keep it lowly as 
a weaned child, to ufe all right means, 
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whether felf-denial in luxurious diet, or in 
alms, or in attending the fick and fufFering, 
is right and needful ; but let it be done, 
not with fanftimonious face, hypocritical 
femblance of humility, and lurking pride ; 
not with eyes drawn down, and piftured 
attitude of felf-immolated martyrs, but 
with a cheerful countenance, with unafFefted 
fimplicity : " that thou appear not unto 
men to faft, but to thy Father which feeth 
in fecret ; and thy Father, which feeth in 
fecret, fliall reward thee openly." Thus 
will the true fpirit of mourning for fin 
prepare the way for the true fpiritual enjoy- 
ment of heavenly and abiding peace — of 
joy in a rifen Saviour — the joy of thofe 
who felt, after a night of forrow, that they 
had found Him whom their foul loved; 
and whom they, in the defpondency of 
ignorance, deemed loft to them for ever. 
The felf-abhorring condition of a true 
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penitent, is the very fpirit in which accefs 
to Chrift is craved. The finner muft not 
wait till he lofes his fins — if he did, they 
would cling to him for ever; but as the 
afflifted their difeafes, he muft carry his 
loathfome burthen for Chrift to relieve him 
from it. It is in trying to cure {piritual 
maladies, to remove fpiritual burdens them- 
felves, that fo many fail of being recovered 
and lightened. The Apoftles could no 
more have let themfel ves out of prifon than 
man, of his own flxength, free himfelf from 
the chains and dominion of fin. The 
deliverance in both cafes comes from eternal 
fburces and powers. The power refts in 
God. The faith to apply that power is 
like putting out the hand to receive prof- 
fered benevolence. Without this principle, 
the partaking of the Lord's fupper is but 
a carnal, outward eating of the fign of fo 
precious a thing. The fame with other 
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ordinances. Godly forrow for fin, which, in 
contrail with the world's forrow, hates fin, 
not only for its impending punifhment, but 
becaufe it is abhorrent to God's holinefs, 
and true faith in His might and His love : 
detefting fin itfelf, like Peter ; not fearing 
only its curfe, like Judas — feeling that it 
muft be got rid of — that it is a burden too 
heavy for us to bear — grievous and into- 
lerable : this is true lowlinefs. The odious 
ftain muft be removed ; and that can only 
be done in the one fountain for fin and un- 
cleannefs. This is the ftate of foul which 
God approves — which Chrift will blefs. 
Therefore, as fin muft be removed, both for 
the finner's peace and for his fafety, and as 
there is only one way to get it blotted out, 
true wifdom will bid the repentant foul reft 
no longer content, without perfonally tefting 
the truth of Chrift's promifes and power. 
Trembling, it may be, but ftill trufting, he 

R 
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will be found where Jefus is ; and, although 
crowding multitudes may throng Him, He 
will at once difcern the lowly applicant's 
touch. The word of pardon, and the 
reality of pardon, will go forth forth from 
His gracious lips. " Thy faith hath faved 
thee, go in peace," will found like the 
mufic of heaven on the reftored one's ear ; 
and he will depart rejoicing in the Lord, 
and in the power of His great falvation, 
convinced by happy experience of the truth 
of that gracious declaration, — "Him that 
Cometh unto me, I will in no wife caft 
out." 
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SERMON XI. 



THE DYING LOVE OF JESUS. 



(Good Friday.) 

*Then /aid JefuSy Father , forgive them : for 

they know not what they do Luke, 

xxiii. 34. 

1 HIS is the firft of the feven fayings 
uttered by our blefled Lord on the crofs. 
May He, from whofe divine lips it came, 
blefs the confideration of it to our inftruc- 
tion in true doftrine, and caufe it to be 
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efFedual in influencing our conduft. We 
ihall notice, 

I ft. The prayer itfelf. 

ad, The circumftances under which ut- 
tered. 

jd, Draw fome praftical inferences from 
it. 

I ft. The prayer itfelf is a remarkable ex- 
hibition of the divine and holy nature of 
Jefus. It is well faid that times of for row 
and fuftering prove what is in our hearts. 
It is not difficult for mortals to maintain 
and exhibit an appearance of goodnefs while 
all is fmooth and profperous in our courfe, 
and when our bark glides peaceably along 
an unruffled current. But when a ftorm of 
forrow arifes — when oppofing waves tofs us 
mercileflly up and down, and make our 
fpirits ftagger like the fteps of a drunkard 

then the true nature of our inmoft foul 

is developed, and often the unknown 
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caverns and dark recefles of the heart fend 
forth, unbidden and unbridled, a hoft of 
pent-up evil thoughts, which neither we 
nor our deareft intimates imagined to have 
found afylum there. Well for us if, by- 
God's grace, they are not only aroufed, but 
forcibly expelled, and every bolt and bar 
employed to prevent their return. Well 
and happy for us if, evil fpirits being dis- 
lodged, the holy, fandifying, cleanfing, 
humbling, Spirit of our God fhould take 
full pofleffion of the vacated chambers, and 
fo bring every thought into captivity to 
the obedience of Chrift as to mould us into 
new creatures in Chrift Jefus. To this 
end, how inftrucftive to us fhould be the 
fpirit exhibited by our divine Example in 
the hours of His agony and under the 
outrages of His foes ! 

One of the moft unequivocal figns of 
inward holinefs is to love thofe who de- 
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fpitefully ufe us — to pray for thofe who 
wifh to deftroy us — to load with bleflings 
thofe who cover us with curfes and male- 
didions. Here, then, we behold the fuUeft 
exemplification of this in our fuffering Sa- 
viour. While the nails are agonizing His 
facred limbs, He intercedes for the men 
who thus torture Him ; while they exhibit 
the perfedion of hate towards Him, towards 
them He evinces the perfeftion of love. 
He does not defpife their fury and their 
outrages: that would have been to fufFer 
as a heathen hero, or as a philofopher of 
Greece would have met his doom. He 
does not reproach them, or taunt them 
with ingratitude, by enumerating the be- 
nefits He had conferred on them, on their 
fick, fufFering, and dead : that would have 
been condud: worthy only of a grovelling 
mortal. He does not threaten them with 
an inflidtion of His power ; He does not 
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menace them with twelve legions of mighty 
angels : that would be to take refuge in 
His omnipotence. He does not confole 
Himfelf with the hope and knowledge of 
the puniftiment which muft await fuch con- 
dud: as theirs : this would be to ad: like 
one whofe ruffled fpirit longed for ven- 
geance on his foes. Nor does He bemoan 
the barbarous excefs of their cruelty : that 
would have ihown a pufillanimity which 
even mortal martyrs to the truth exhibited 
not. No. He prays for His crucifiers. 
He is intent upon their falvation. He 
feems fcarcely to think of His own fufFerings 
or of His bereft difciples. He makes no 
plea to His Father for them. He is en- 
gaged only with His enemies. He fpeaks, 
He prays, on their behalf. They curfe, 
but He blefles. They infift on and accom- 
plifh His death. He entreats for their 
falvation. They imprecate the guilt of 
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His blood on themfelves and on their de- 
fcendants. He prays for their pardon — 
" Father, forgive them " — that, inftead of 
His blood refting on them as the mark for 
their deftruftion, it may be fprinkled on 
them as the means of their redemption. 
" Father, forgive them ; for they know not 
what they do." 

Oh ! what deep and all-extenfive meaning 
is comprifed in thofe words! Chrift, by 
His death and paflion, was oiFered up a fa- 
crifice for all. Who can tell, but that that 
blood poured forth was eiFecftual to the fal- 
vation of thofe whofe forgivenefs the Lord 
then fought; that thofe. His murderers, 
became His brethren — His redeemed, par- 
doned brethren ? When Chrift was nailed 
to the crofs. Divine Juftice was fatisfied, 
and the wrath of God, as an offended 
Judge, appeafed. God thenceforth is a 
Father ready to pardon. The fhadow of 
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that crofs became a refuge where the guilty 
could hide, and become fafe from the burn- 
ing blafts of Almighty vengeance. The 
Saviour would not that God the Father 
(hould regard the cruel hands that inflidled 
the lacerated wounds, but the redeeming 
blood which thofe wounds emitted, that this 
might be efFedual to efFace the crime of 
which thofe murderous foes were guilty. 
He employs the only plea in mitigation of 
the deed which could be found — "They 
know not what they do;" that is, they 
knew not that God had fent Him : but, in 
their blindnefs, they believed to be doing 
God fervice in putting His Son to death. 
They knew not what they did — that the 
blood they fpilt was to fanftify the world 
— that the viftim they offered was to pur- 
chafe the falvation of mankind — that the 
crofs to which they affixed Him was to be- 
come life and refurrecflion to all who lay in 
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death's cold fhadow — that its efFefts were 
to remedy the dire difeafe which devaftated 
the human family — that it was to fpread 
through all the earth the knowledge of His 
name, and to gather out of all lands a people 
who (hould worftiip God in fpirit and in 
truth. Since the world was to derive fuch 
bleffings from this direful deed, impute not 
(He would feem to fay) to them the fin of 
its accomplifhment, " for they know not 
what they do." They, in flaying the Lord, 
unconfcioufly reftored Him to His heavenly 
glories ; in effacing, as they thought. His 
name from the book of the living, they 
raifed Him above principalities and powers 
— while they rejefted Him, they caufed 
Him to be made known to all people — in 
refufing to acknowledge Him for their 
King, they made Him Lord of all, and 
gave Him the fceptre of all dominion both 
in heaven and earth. The glory promifed 
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to the accomplifhment of His fuiFerings, 
they unconfcioufly procured — the exaltation 
of His name, the enlargement of His king- 
dom, they unwittingly accompliftied. Not 
only the wonders and boons confequent on 
this aft of cruel injuftice, but the dread 
punifliment to defcend on them, was alike 
unknown to them — that, in accomplifliing 
the meafure of their iniquity, they were to 
fee days in which thofe were happieft who 
were childlefs, in which Jerufalem was to 
become heaps of rubbifh, in which the holy 
and beautiful Temple was to be deftroyed, 
and become a faddening thing of days gone 
by ; the inhabitants of Jerufalem to become 
fugitive and outcaft, and the Lord's heritage 
given up to defolation and the relentlefs 
foe. But in that prayer for their forgive- 
nefe may we not trace a fupplication that 
their punifhment might be confined to tem- 
poral fufFering, and that their fouls might 
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be faved in the day of the Lord — that the 
people whom God had chofen might be 
delivered from eternal wrath — that the 
branches of a holy ftem might be faved — 
that the brethren of Jefus after the flefh 
might be preferved — that the fafety of 
Judah, from whence falvation emanated, 
might not be annulled — that the difperfion 
of Ifrael might be gathered again, that in 
the latter times they might be re-united to 
the olive-tree from which they had been 
fevered, and be recalled from the countries 
whither they were fcattered, and being made 
again one fold, under one Shepherd, ftiould 
no longer offer bullocks and goats, but, 
trufting alone to the one facrifice of Meffiah, 
once and for ever completed, ihould look 
on Him whom they pierced, and mourn ; 
and, inftead of cafting Him out of the city 
to be crucified, fhould recognize Him as 
He really was, and is, and will be, " Jefus 
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of Nazareth, the King of the Jews," and 
welcome Him with loud hofannas, " Bles- 
fed be He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord ? " 

Having now contemplated this wondrous 
prayer of the dying Redeemer, we notice 
the circumftances under which He uttered 
it. The 53rd of Ifaiah, verfe 12, while 
prophetically foretelling, defcribes, as if in 
contemporaneous hiftory, the details of the 
event — " He hath poured out his foul 
unto death; and he was numbered with 
the tranfgreflbrs ; and he bare the fin of 
many, and made interceffion for the trans- 
greflbrs." The firft ad: of the crucified 
Saviour was to intercede for the moft flag- 
rant of tranfgreflbrs, even for thofe who 
pierced and nailed Him to the tree. Cir- 
cumftances of the bittereft bodily torture, 
only. exceeded by the inconceivable weight 
of the Father's withdrawal of heavenly fuc- 
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cours, and the fins of the whole world im- 
puted to His finlefs brow, had this effect 
on His compaflionate foul, viz. that He 
ihould intercede for thofe who were the 
means of bringing Him into this arena of 
phyfical and fpiritual fufFering. He was 
then purchafing redemption ; and even 
before He could fay " It is finiihed ! " He 
appears in the blefled office of making in- 
terceffion for tranfgreflbrs. He then began 
a work of love, which He continues to 
this day, and which He will continue fo 
long as one finner remains for whom pardon 
is required. While to Satan belongs the 
hateful office of accufer of the brethren, to 
Chrift appertains the attradive duty of 
being their Advocate. — " Being able (as 
St. Paul to the Hebrews, vii. 25) to fave 
to the uttermoft all that come unto God by 
him, feeing he ever liveth to make iijter- 
ceffion for them." 
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Yes, brethren. He has refumed His place 
at the right hand of the Father which He 
had before the world began, to plead the 
virtue of His own meritorious crofs and 
paffion, as an expiation for the fins of 
guilty man. Were it not for this potent 
advocacy of our caufe before Jehovah, how 
ftiould you and I, brethren, appear before 
the judgment feat ! What confufion would 
cover us ! How utterly helplefs and hope- 
lefs would be our condition ! But if, by a 
living faith in this One Mediator between 
God and man, we have fecured an intereft 
in the crofs, how can we defpair? Who 
can do aught but apply unrefervedly and 
truftingly to its efficacious power ? Shall 
we then truft to anything we can do to 
plead our caufe before God ? ftiall we rely 
on our deeds of almfgiving or felf-denial 
to come between — to atone, or caufe to be 
at one — our God and our fouls? Alas 
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that any fhould be fo deluded ! Alas that 
fuch difhonour fhould be done to the 
redemption wrought at fuch coft by Jefus 
Chrift ! that fuch infult fhould be offered 
to that perfedt facrifice as to mix up aught 
of mortal merit or worth with its power ! 
No, brethren, He is able. He only, to fave 
to the uttermofl thofe who approach God 
through Him : accefs to God by any other 
path is debarred to us. By Him we both, 
i.e. Jews and Gentiles, have accefs by one 
Spirit unto the Father ; and this approach 
to God is obtained by His ever living to 
make interceflion for us. Oh ! what need, 
then, have we to feek mercy and pardon 
from God by the interceffion of any, the 
holiefl of God's glorified faints? Why 
need any appeal to the Virgin mother of 
our Lord ? to her who, though blefTed, 
indeed, amongfl women, required for her 
original and aftual fins as much the inter- 
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ceflion and pardon of her Divine Son, as 
any other of Eve's daughters. 

When Chrift, the Advocate, tells us 
that His ear is heavy, or His hand ftiortened, 
or His mercy withdrawn, or His love li- 
mited, then may finful men look elfewhere 
for interceflbrs ; but while Chrift ever liveth 
to intercede for us, while His ability to 
fave to the uttermoft is ftill put forth, we 
revere, indeed, and would imitate the holy 
example of apoftles, faints, and martyrs : 
but as to their prayers, we need them not 
— nor can we obtain them if we did require 
them; fo we leave their boafted efficacy 
among the fond things vainly invented, 
grounded upon no warranty of Holy Scrip- 
ture, but rather, repugnant to the word of 
God. 

Are any among you, dear brethren, bowed 
down by the weight of fin and forrow ? Does 
the remembrance of the paft feem like a 
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grievous burden, txx) heavy for you to bear ? 
Do the fins of youth, and your former trans- 
greffions, rife up againft you with a menacing 
afpeft, and tell you there is no hope of par- 
don for fuch as you ? or do your repeated 
fins of omiflion and commiflion, or the evil 
thoughts of your heart, and rebellion of yoiir 
fpirit, attempt to fcare you by their hideous 
deformity and legion-like frequency, to 
drive you from the only refuge of fafety for 
loft and ruined man ? Then, if with abhor- 
rent deteftation and hearty loathing you 
lament their aggravated charaAer at the 
foot of Chrift's crofs, there, by virtue of 
that blood (hed, by virtue of that inter- 
ceding prayer, by virtue of that power to 
fave to the uttermoft, the guilt of thofe 
fins fliall be put away, and your penitent 
foul may rife from the pofture of mental 
anguifh with a lightened heart and a cheer- 
ful countenance, for the Spirit of confolation 
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and refrefhment fhall whifper foftly, but 
diftindtly, in the willing ear, " Thy fins 
are forgiven thee ; go in peace." " I have 
blotted out, as a thick cloud, thy tranfgrcs- 
fions ; and as a cloud thy fins : return unto 
me, for I have redeemed thee." 

The refult of fuch pardon will be clearly 
evinced in the life and converfation of the 
refl:orcd fouL For the Spirit of Chrift is 
one of holinefs as well as of peace ; and 
although the juftification of the finner by 
the merits of Chrift's death, and his fub- 
fequent fandtification by the Spirit of God, 
are diftind: and feparate operations, yet the 
latter as naturally fprings from the former 
as good fruit from a healthy tree. And 
this leads us to fome of the pradtical in- 
ferences which we may draw from the 
example of our blefl!ed Lord, as narrated 
in the prayer of my text. If we partake 
of the Spirit of Chrift, we ftiall, in fome 
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meafurc at leaft, refemble His forgiving 
fpirit. 

He forgave His murderers, and prayed 
for them. He is ready to pardon us; 
and although we do not literally nail His 
facred form to the crofs, ftill as we read 
we may, by our conduft, " crucify the Son 
of God afrefh, and put Him to an open 
ftiame." Therefore, if He fo loved us, 
and fet us fuch an example, it fhould be 
our endeavour to cherifh a forgiving fpirit. 
For if we forgive not from our heart each 
one his brother their trefpaffes, neither will 
our heavenly Father forgive us our tres- 
pafles. Opportunities readily occur to every 
true Chriftian to pradtife this grace. Every 
godly man will experience trials of this 
land : for every one that will live godly in 
Chrift Jefus ihall fiifFer perfecution. Now 
the natural man, under fuch circumftances, 
rebels and retaliates. The converted foul 
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pardons and prays. To pray for thofe who 
defpitefuUy ufe us is a fure method of miti- 
gating any afperity of feeling which may 
arife in our heart. If you truly and earn- 
eftly pray for a man, it is morally impoflible 
for you to hate that man. Therefore, has 
any one done you a real, or what, in your 
view, may be the fame or worfe, an ima- 
ginary wrong, when you next pray to God 
bear him by name before the throne of 
grace, and you will rife from your knees 
with feelings foftened, and a true, Chrift- 
like fpirit ftrengthened in you. " Put on, 
therefore, brethren, as the eledt of God> 
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kind- 
nefs, humblenefs of mind, meeknefs, long- 
fufFering ; forbearing one another and for- 
giving one another, if any man have a 
quarrel againft any : even as Chrift forgave 
you, fo alfo do ye." (Col. iii. i!2,) 

Finally, let us draw another inference of 
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a praAical nature from our fubjeA. We take 
it as an allowed principle that it is our duty 
to endeavour to accomplifh and bring about 
that for which we pray. Otherwife, if our 
prayers are not followed by efibrts corre- 
{ponding to their tenor, they become hypo- 
critical fupplications, and recoil on us in 
the form of injury rather than blefling. 
Our Lord, as we have feen, prayed for 
thofe who accomplifhed His death. Who 
were they ? They were His own brethren 
after the fleih, together with Gentiles. 
Both were guilty, as we read in St. Matthew 
XX. 1 8, 1 9,*~" Behold, we go up to Je- 
rufalem : and the Son of man fhall be be- 
trayed unto the chief priefts, and unto the 
fcribes, and they fhall condemn him to 
death. And they fhall deliver him to the 
Gentiles, to mock and to fcourge, and to 
crucify him : and the third day he fhall 

* See «Ifo Acts, iv. ly, 28, 
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rife again." " Thine own nation, and the 
chief priefts, have delivered thee unto me," 
faid Pilate to Jefus. We, therefore, de- 
duce from this, our duty to pray for, and if 
to pray for, then to endeavour after obtain- 
ing God's forgivenefs for the Jewiih people. 
Every Chriftian, every Churchman efpeci- 
ally, is under obligations to this duty. Why ? 
you afk. I reply, Becaufc on this moft 
folemn day of the Chriftian's year, we are 
taught in one of the CoUedts, firft and fore- 
moft, before all other unbelievers, to pray 
for the Jews — God's ancient inheritance. If, 
then, as I faid, it is our duty to pray, it b 
our duty to aft out our prayers. As one of 
the firft refults of our blefled Lord's inter- 
ceflion, three thoufand converts were added 
to the Church ; and they, as were nearly all 
the earlieft believers, were defcendants of 
Abraham : fo that, as well as the chief 
corner-ftone — the foundation of the Church 
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— the apoftles and prophets were Ifraelites ; 
and to their inftrumentality we owe the 
divine oracles of God, and through them 
the knowledge of the way of falvation, 
" whereby the man of God may be per- 
feft, throughly furnifhed unto all good 
works." Clearly there is a debt of duty 
and of gratitude owing to that remarkable 
people. We partake of the nourifhment 
of their ancient ftem. We have obtained 
mercy through their fubfequent unbelief; 
and it is God's plan, as fet forth in Romans 
xi.,* that by our mercy they alfo may obtain 
mercy. We rightly pray and ftrive for the 
converfion of the unbelieving Gentiles and 
heretics. The moft efFeftual means to ac- 
complifh this is to pray God for, and en- 
deavour ourfelves to bring about, the con- 
verfion of the Jews. This is not my 
afl'ertion, but St. Paul's argument. '* If 

* Romans^ xi. 17 and 24. 
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the cafting away of them be the reconciling 
of the world, what fhall the receiving of 
them be, but life from the dead ?" (Rom. xi, 
15.) That grofs darknefs which covers the 
people, and on which the zealous efforts of 
miffionaries make but comparatively fmall 
impreflion, will be difpelled, and the death 
of fin will be followed by fpiritual life to 
the lofl world. May the duty of following 
up our prayers by earnefl endeavours, and 
of accompanying our efforts by our prayers 
(each without the other deficient), be made 
clear to all of you, my Chriftian brethren, 
that the example of Chrifl Jefus may ope- 
rate on your hearts, to ftimulate to frefh 
zeal thofe who are already engaged in this 
holy work, and effeftually remind thofe 
who have hitherto neglefted it which way 
their duty unmiflakeably lies. May we ever 
remember that there is no difference be- 
tween the Jew and the Greek, or Gentile ; 
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" for the fame Lord over all is rich unto all 
that call upon Him." All have fins to be 
forgiven, and fouls to be faved ; and there 
is none other name given among men 
whereby any of us may be (aved. He is 
our peace who hath made both Jew and 
Gentile one, having, when the veil of the 
temple was rent, broken down the middle 
wall of partition between us, and reconciled 
both in one body by the crofs. And if 
there is joy in heaven among the angels of 
God over a penitent foul — angels who 
aided nought and gave nothing for its 
redemption — what joy, think you, muft 
animate the Redeemer Himfelf, when He 
beholds and welcomes a blood-bought fin-r 
ner, Jew or Gentile, flying from the doom 
of the deftroyer, and taking refuge under 
the fhadow of His crofs ? Yea, with what 
love would He receive any repentant finner 
here prefent ! He would prefent him fault-* 
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lefs and forgiven before the prefence of 
His glory with exceeding joy. He would 
fee of the travail of His foul and be fatis- 
fied. 

" O merciful God, who haft made all 
men, and hateft nothing that thou haft 
made, nor wouldeft the death of a finner, 
but rather that he fliould be converted, and 
live ; Have mercy upon all Jews, Turks, 
Infidels, and Hereticks, and take from 
them all ignorance, hardnefs of heart, and 
contempt of thy word : and fo fetch them 
home, blefled Lord, to thy flock, that they 
may be faved among the remnant of the 
true Ifraelites, and be made one fold, under 
one ftiepherd, Jefus Chrift our Lord, who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 
Amen." 
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THE LAYMAN SEARCHING, THE MINISTER 

TEACHING. 



Underftandeft thou what thou readeji ? And 
he/aidy How can /, except fome man Jhould 
guide me ? — Ads, viii, 30, 31. 

W E read in Afts, ii. 11, in the account of 
the Pentecoftal outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, that the multitude who wondered at 
the miraculous gift of tongues embraced 
men from the moft remote regions—" Par- 
thians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the 
dwellers in Mefopotamia, and in Judea, and 
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Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Afia, Phrygia, 
and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts 
of Libya about Cyrene, ftrangers of Rome, 
Jews and profelytes, Cretes and Arabians." 
By means of thefe aflembled foreigners 
God chofe to carry into far diftant lands an 
account of the wonders of redemption, and 
of the gifts of the Holy Ghoft. The pas- 
fage which I have read as my text has 
reference to one of thefe ftrangers. He it 
was to whom the inquiry was addrefled by 
the Evangelift — '^ Underftandeft thou what 
thou readeft ?" and who replied, " How can 
I, except fome man fhould guide me?" 
Thefe two charafters it is my intention to 
pafs under review, craving that your prayers 
may be united with mine, that God may 
accompany what I fpeak by His mighty 
power, and render our meditation profitable 
to all here prefent. 

I. An Inquirer after Truth. 
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11. An Inftrudor fent to teach him. 

I . An Inquirer after Truth. There are 
feveral particulars narrated concerning this 
perfon, at fome of which we fliall glance. 
(a) He was a man of high rank under the 
fovereign of a diftknt country, a ** man of 
great authority under Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians, who had charge of all her 
treafure." Such an one might have alleged 
that the duties of his office were fo onerous 
that they engrofled his whole attention. 
He might have faid, that the fervice of his 
fovereign occupied him fo unceafingly that 
he had no time or inclination for the worfhip 
of his God. Not fo, however. The dying 
hour of a man more favoured than this 
treafurer was embittered by the refledtion 
that his earthly maftcr had fo abforbed his 
fervice that his heavenly Lord was neglefted, 
and, in confequence, heard not his bitter cry. 
But our prefent fubjed was of a wifer (pirit ; 
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and while, doubdefs, he was faithful to his 

queen, yet, like Obadiah of old, '* he feared 

the Lord greatly." And, as we fhall fee, 

his fear was no inaftive principle. True, 

he had care of all the treafure of Candace, 

yet to him was committed a treafure of far 

greater value even than that. He had a 

foul within him which called for his chief 

attention, and while he would not negledt the 

other, this muft ever claim and receive his 

chief regard. Why do I aflert that his fear 

of God was no inadive fentiment? For 

this among other reafons, **he had come to 

Jerufalem for to worfliip." What ! all the 

way from Ethiopia to Jerufalem ! and that 

to worfhip ! Yes. He might fay, other 

men go fo far to trade, to profit in the 

worldly calling, and fhall / be backward in 

fpiritual traffic ? No ; they may purchafe 

goodly merchandize, but / have in view a 

pearl of richer price than they dream of. I 
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know of a treafure hid in a field, to obtain 
which the difficulty of traverfing the earth's 
circumference would fink into infignificance. 
Ah ! fuch differences of character ftill exift. 
Myriads will endure hardfhips, privations, 
voyages, trials, difappointments, perils of 
waters, perils of robbers, hunger and thirft, 
cold and nakednefs, to grafp the glittering 
treafures of the teeming earth, while '^ going 
up to Jerufalem to worfliip," aye, going 
acrofs the road to worfhip, is too far for 
their unwilling feet. Let our thoughts 
turn homewards ; think a moment of the 
many whofe dwellings clufter around this 
facred edifice, and who find even that too 
far for them to enter the precincfts of the 
fancftuary. What are they doing at this 
moment ? Think you they are paffing the 
holy hours of God's day profitably ? Some, 
maybe, are cumbered about much ferving ; 
others, too flothful to be ready in time for 

T 
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morning fervice, although it is nearly noon 
before public prayer commences; others, 
wafting hours, which can never be recalled, 
in doing their own pleafure — perufing the 
public journals, or tending their worldly 
affairs, or following their vicious praftices ; 
fome, too, living the lives of heathens under 
the very ftiadow of the venerable tower i 
under which I am now fpeaking. Alas, 
alas, for pretending Chriftians — baptized 
into the name of Chrift — His vows upon 
them ! How does their charafter appear to 
difadvantage when placed alongside that of 
this Ethiopian noble — a man who, though 
cumbered with the cares of ftate, could 
travel, in lengthened and tedious ftages, 
from Ethiopia even to Jerufalem to worfhip ! 
But I have not done with this topic yet. 
I wifh again to remind you who, maybe, 
have been confoling yourfelves with the 
thought that, as you are now at church. 
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your character will ftand even when com- 
pared to this African minifter of ftate. I 
would remind you that, although your dis- 
tance to the houfe of God is to be counted 
by yards, many are very forgetful, or at 
leaft very negleftful, of the weekly calls to 
worfliip. The church is moft centrally 
and conveniently fituate — dwellings of va- 
rious fizes ftand immediately under its wing 
— certainly within found of its bells — and 
yet the majority, who will go miles in the 
purfuit of a fmall portion of worldly goods, 
will fcarcely ftep over the way for heavenly 
treafures. Remember, then, as the hour of 
prayer is pealed forth, that there was a man 
of Ethiopia, far more occupied than you are, 
who pofitively went from one quarter of the 
globe into another, from Africa into Afia, 
that he might worfliip God in the holy 
Temple of His prefence. It is ftrange if 
Chriftian men, who know the truth, will 
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allow themfelves to be eclipfed in zeal by 
this fable prince, who was only an inquirer 
after it. 

This, then, is one point in his characSler, 
that he thought no diftance too great, or 
pains too arduous, that he might worfliip 
God. The narrative defcribes him on his 
way home after his worfhip was over. He 
was near to Gaza, which was and is a 
defert ; but which to him flowed with 
the water of life, clear as cryftal ; and as he 
journeyed he occupied himfelf in reading 
the Scriptures. Now, when we hear this, 
let us diveft ourfelves of the idea that he 
held a printed volume in his hand containing 
the whole canon of Holy Scripture fuch as 
we pofl!efs. Probably it was only a portion 
— moft likely the Prophets, and that in 
manufcript — rare and expenfive to purchafe. 
The day has come to us, which was looked 
for by a king of pious memory, when 
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every cottager may have his Bible, and, if 
he choofes, education to learn to read it. 
It behoves us to beware left a forfeit of 
fuch treafures beget indifference. Better 
to have it in coftly manufcript and well 
ftudled, than purchafed at a nominal price, 
and kept as a kind of fuperftitious charm 
to fcare away evil, but never read or prayed 
over. But we muft join ourfelves to this 
nobleman, and in his goodly company may 
find more pradlical leflbns for ourfelves. 
*^ He was fitting in his chariot, and read 
Efaias the prophet." 

At the conclufion, that is, of public fer- 
vice, he was cherifliing a holy frame of 
mind. He watched left the fowls of the 
air fliould come and purloin the good feed. 
He would deepen heavenly impreflions by 
fearching the Scriptures. The world's 
topics, news, purfuits, had no charm for 
him then. The feaft at Jerufalem had fo 
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attuned his foul, that the intrufion of fuch 
things would be like jarring difcord to the 
cultivated ear of a mufician. He was now 
a day's Journey or more from Jerufalem ; 
ftill, thoughts of God and perufing His 
word occupied him. He found the read- 
ing of Holy Scripture never out of place. 
He read it, too, aloud, as we find that 
Philip heard him. That journey was the 
moft profitable he ever made. Eiaias the 
prophet led him to Him of whom Eiaias 
wrote. The paflage he was reading is 
referred to in this chapter of Ads, fo that 
we learn which way his reading was directed. 
It was a moft ftriking predidion refpefting 
Meffiah. ** He was opprefled, and he was 
afflided, yet he opened not his mouth : he 
is brought as a lamb to the flaughter, and 
as a fheep before her fhearers is dumb, fb 
he openeth not his mouth." (Ifa. liii. 7.) 
And there is another paflage very near to 
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this, which probably he alfo read, and re- 
joiced to fin^ himfelf therein defcribed: 
*' For thus faith the Lord unto the eunuchs 
that keep my fabbaths, and choofe the 
things that pleafe me, and take hold of my 
covenant; even unto them will I give m 
mine houfe and within my walls a place 
and a name better than of fons and of 
daughters : I will give them an everlafting 
name, that fhall not be cut off. Alfo the 
fons of the ftranger, that join themfelves to 
the Lord, to ferve him, and to love the 
' name of the Lord, to be his fervants, every 
one that keepeth the fabbath from polluting 
it, and taketh hold of my covenant," (Ifa. 
Ivi. 4-6.) Thus, according to Ps. Ixviii, 
3 1,, did *'a prince come out of Egypt, and 
Ethiopia ftretch out her hands unto God." 
Now many would think it quite out of 
charafter to be fo employed on a journey. 
I know not how they can think fo, with 
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this example before them. Surely it is, at 
any rate, an improvement on that fuUen, 
taciturn temper, which is generally de- 
lighted in by men of our country when on 
a journey. Our mode of travelling feems 
the rather to call moft loudly on us that 
our mind fhould be occupied with things 
of another world. We journey with our 
life as it were in our hand ; and a cafualty, 
apparently moft trifling, may, before we 
can utter a prayer, or even an exclamation, 
hurry us into eternity.* It once happened 
that one of the valuable clafs of men called 
Scripture-readers — not fuch a Scripture- 
reader as this African, or fuch as we fhould 
all be, but one whofe avocation it is to read 

*' Sometimes he tells them ftories and feyings of 
others, according as his text invites him : for them men 
heed, and remember better than exhortations ; which, 
though earneft, yet often die with the fermon : . . . . 
ftories and fayings they will well remember.'* — George 
Herbert, TJife Country Par/on Preaching* 
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the Scriptures to others — ^was travelling in 
company with three other perfons. As 
was his cuftom, he fought for an oppor- 
tunity to carry his vocation into exercife* 
I fliould fay, that an occafion of death in 
his family caufed him to be journeying on 
the Lord's day. He gradually led his 
fellow-travellers into ferious converfation, 
and, with their flowly-granted aflent, he 
read to them a portion of Scripture, fol- 
lowing it up with their now more readily 
given permiffion by prayer. After this was 
over, before they reached the end of their 
journey to the metropolis, a coUifion took 
place, which, in its dire confequences, hurried 
the faithful Scripture-reader, and two out 
of his three companions, to the end of life's 
journey, and into the prefence of God. 
One furvived to tell the true and ftriking 
narrative ; and, as I have briefly fl:ated 
it to you, I truft it will tend to confirm 
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my remark, that there is nothing out of 
place, but rather that it is a profitable em- 
ployment to be occupied, when occaiion 
offers, as thefe travellers, and as the Ethio- 
pian noble was, when feated in his chariot 
he read Eiaias the prophet. 

One more point in his charadier I would 
notice ; and that is, his courteous demeanour. 
Not being averfe to entertain a ftranger, he 
welcomed one who proved to him a mes- 
fenger of peace, the bearer of good tidings 
of good. He was, as we know, a man 
high in rank, travelling in his carriage, and 
probably attended by a retinue of fervants 
fuitable to his pofition in life. Eaftern 
grandees are apt to be despotic and over- 
bearing towards inferiors. This man, as 
all fhould be who would adorn the doc- 
trine of God their Saviour in all things, 
was not difturbed at what might have ap- 
peared to a haughty man an abrupt in- 
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trufion on his journey. Philip ran to him, 
and without ceremony addreffed him ; and 
that, too, with fuch an inquiry as would 
have at once ftiut the ear of many to all 
he had to fay. A ftrange pedeftrian comes 
up to this lord-treafurer, and fays to him, 
^^ Underftandejft thou what thou readefl: ? " 
Now, in what way and tone would many 
of us have anfwered to fuch an inquiry ? 
What does the man mean by infinuating 
that I do not underftand what I am read- 
ing? Probably I know better than he 
does — a common fellow, trying to teach 
me ! Pride and naughtinefs of heart would 
thus have fpoken — humility and lowlinefs 
of fpirit gave utterance to a diiFerent ex- 
preffion. Pride would have caufed him to 
remain in ignorance — humility opened his 
heart to receive and embrace truths which 
faved his foul. "How can I," he faid, 
" except Ibme man fhould guide me ? " 
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Thus, brethren, are we led from the in- 
terefting charafter we have contemplated 
in the light of an eameft inquirer after 
truth, to our fecond point, which was to be 
the guide fent to lead this man into the 
truth for which he fought. This ^ide 
was Philip the Evangelift, fent, as you 
know, by God for this very work, ^^ Then 
the Spirit faid unto Philip, Go, join thyfelf 
unto this chariot/' He had firft been de- 
fired to go from Jerufalem to Gaza, *^ and 
he arofe and went." Yes, though it was to 
the defert he was commiflioned, he hefitated 
not. There was no demur — no remon- 
ftrance — no faying that there was more 
work for him in Jerufalem. No ; to the 
road leading from Jerufalem to Gaza he 
was to go. What I to the highroad.? 
Yes; God had a feeking fervant on that 
well-trodden way. To the highway, then, 
and to the hedge, did He fend His mini- 
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ftering evangelift, to bring an inquiring 
profelyte into the full pofleflion of gofpel 
bleffings. Had Philip delayed to obey the 
heavenly vifion, the hour had gone. The 
African had returned to his home ftill a 
learner, and, maybe, never able to come at 
the truth. But not fo : Philip hafted down ; 
he foon found why he was thus fent, and 
doubtleflly thanked God for the honourable 
employ laid upon him. Thus, the alacrity 
with which Philip obeyed the command is 
one point in his charafter worthy of notice 
and example, but we muft alfo obferve the 
authority by which he is fent. That is 
nothing fhort of a divine million — a com- 
mand ifluing from God himfelf. " The 
Spirit faid unto Philip, Go, join thyfelf." 
Now, dear brethren, the voice which thus 
direfted Philip is the fame which ftill 
commiffions true minifters for their work. 
Men may deceive themfelves as to their 
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call^ and many, alas ! do ; but to us, mini- 
fters of the Church, at one of the moft fo- 
lemn, if not actually the moft thrilling mo- 
ment of our lives, the following (earching 
queftion is put by the biftiop, whofe office, 
like that of the apoftles, is to lay hands on 
candidates for the miniftry, and fend them 
to their work. The inquiry runs thus — ^you 
will find it in the Ordination Service) — '*Do 
you truft that you are inwardly moved by 
the Holy Ghoft to take upon you this office 
and miniftration, to ferve God for the pro- 
moting of His glory and the edifying of 
His people ?" The reply is, — "I truft 
fo." I quote this, that you may fee that 
our Church would fo have it, that minifters 
called to ferve therein fhould be as Philip 
was, *^ moved thereto by the Holy Ghoft." 
If not, woe to us ! good for us if we had 
never been born ! Ah, folemn poffibility — 
to preach to others, and yet to be a caft 
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away one's felf ! The Lord deliver us from 
fuch perdition I 

Thus, then, we arrive at this doftrine, 
that the inward call of the Holy Ghoft, as 
well as the '* being chofen and called to 
this work by men who have public au- 
thority given unto them in the congre- 
gation, to call and fend minifters into the 
Lord's vineyard,"* is needful for a complete 
minifter of the Church. As well, too, as the 
authority of a true minifter of Chrift, we 
learn from this inftruftive paflage the lead- 
ing idea which ihould pervade his miniftra- 
tion. ^* Philip began at the fame Scripture 

and preached " What? Some would fay, 

" Preach morality, preach repentance, keep 
back the atonement — it is a referved doc- 
trine," But what faith Holy Scripture ? God 
grant that we may ever heed that more 
than the teaching of men, though they fit 
in Mofes' feat and have more learning than 

• Article xxiii. 
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the fcribes, to fay nothing of the fbnnalifin 
of the Pharifees. What faith the Holy 
Scripture? — "Philip preached unto him 

Jesus." 

It may be faid. Yes, in this cafe it was 
fo. But what did St. Paul do ? How did 
he preach before Felix ? He preached 
righteoufnefs, temperance, and judgment 
to come. True, he did fo : knowing the 
terrors of the Lord, he ufed them as the 
means to perfuade men. But more than 
this : you will find in the verfe preceding 
that which I quoted above concerning 
righteoufnefs, temperance, and judgment 
to come : ^* Felix came with his wife DnifiUa, 
which was a Jewefs, and fent for Paul, and 
heard him concerning the faith in Chrifl." 
Thus, too, did Philip preach ; and thus do 
we, if we would faithfully obey our inward 
call from the Holy Ghofl ; aft confiflently 
with our outward call, from the laying on of 
apoftolical hands. Our theme of difcourfe, 
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the Lord Jefus Chrift — Chrift as fhadowed 
forth in the Mofaic ritual — Chrift as fore- 
told by the prophets ; led as a fheep to the 
flaughter, bearing the fins of many, and 
making interceflion for the tranfgreflbrs — 
Chrift, too, as incarnate God, dwelling 
among men ; doing works which none 
other man did; forrowing ; toiling; bearing 
the reproach of finners againft Himfelf ; 
falfely accufed, falfely condemned, and 
cruelly crucified ; Chrift buried — Chrift 
rifing again ; Chrift afcending to the right 
hand of God — Chrift to come again in His 
glory to be the Judge of quick and dead, 
and to take to Himfelf His reftored king- 
dom. Here we have the foundation of a 
Chriftian minifter's teaching. Faith ! it is 
belief in the Lord Jefus Chrift. Love ! it 
is devotion of heart to Him and to His 
brethren. Holinefs of life ! it is the fpirit 
of Chrift working in men, and affimilating 

u 
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them to the divine example which He fet. 
When our minifters are thus taught of God, 
and when they thus teach their flocks, 
happy are we. ^* Blefled are the people that 
are in fuch a cafe ; yes, blefled are the 
people who have the Lord for their God." 
To fum up then, dear brethren, the matters 
brought before you this day. — ^We have 
had an inquiring layman ftudying the Holy 
Scriptures, and a heaven- taught minifter 
fent to guide him. When laymen fearch 
the Scriptures, and minifters preach Chrift, 
then we have the counterpart of this ftriking 
narrative. God grant it may ever be fb in 
the Church of England. May thefe ancient 
walls, efpecially, never echo any other 
teaching. May no uncertain found ever 
proceed from this pulpit; but may thofe 
tones iflTue hence which angels in heaven 
and penitent finners on earth may rejoice 
to hear; and which Chrift, in fidelity 
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to His promife, and in mercy to our 
need, may ever bleft with His approving 
fmile. 

The laft fcriptural account of the Ethio- 
pian is, that " he went on his way rejoicing." 

Other accounts tell us that he fpread the 
truth which he had learnt among his 
countrymen ; that he witnefled a good con- 
feflion, and was found worthy to fuiFer 
death for Chrift's fake, and to be ranked 
among the noble army of martyrs who 
have waflied their robes and made them 
white in the blood of the Lamb. May 
every foul who zealoufly feeks to know the 
Lord, and who diligently fearches the 
Holy Scriptures, if haply they may find 
Him, be led to Him as was this minifter of 
ftate. May they find Him this day, 
witnefs a good profeflion, and, like him, 
too, go on their way rejoicing. 
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O Almighty and everlafting God, who 
didft give to thine Apoftles grace to believe, 
and to preach Thy word ; Grant, we befeech 
Thee, unto Thy Church, to love that word 
which they believed, and both to preach 
and receive the fame ; through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord. Amen. 



SERMON XIII. 



GOD'S FREE GIFT, 
AND SIN'S EARNED WAGES. 



For the wages of Jin is death ; but the gift of 
God is eternal life through Jefus Chriji 
our Lord. — Rom. vi. 23. 

1 HE total alienation of man's nature 
from holinefs and God was a favourite 
topic of St. Paul ; and when he had fet 
forth that doftrine in its fulnefs, fo as to 
fhow thofe who received it that in them- 
felves and from themfelves there was no 
hope of falvation, he proceeds to proclaim 
the fulnefs and freenefs of that plan of 
refcue and redemption which the pure love 
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and mercy of God the Father devifed, 
which the humiliation and fufFerings of 
God the Son eifedied, and which God the 
Holy Ghoft applies effeftually to the heart 
of the loft finner. St. Paul knew that the 
doftrines which he was infpircd to record 
would be open to abufes on the part of 
felf- deceivers. He forefaw that many 
would turn the grace of God into licen- 
tioufnefs, and fo incur the moft heinous 
guilt. Neverthelefs, he had no choice but 
to proclaim it ftill, accompanying its declar- 
ation by every folemn warning and guard 
againft a perverfion of its blefled truth. 
As he wrote, fo he preached, -^repentance 
towards God, in which is included forrow 
for and renunciation of fin, and faith to- 
wards our Lord Jefus Chrift, by which the 
bleflings of a falvation wrought for us are 
believed and accepted. Thefe were the 
fum of his topics. When before Felix — 
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accufed, as he would be, if alive, by many 
now, of being a peftilent fellow, and a 
mover of fedition among all the Jews 
throughout all the world, and a ringleader 
of the fed of the Nazarenes — when thus 
accufed he preached, we read, '* concerning 
the faith in Chrift ; and as he reafoned of 
righteoufnefs, temperance, and judgment to 
come, Felix trembled, and anfivered. Go 
thy way for this time ; when I have a con- 
venient feafon, I will call for thee." (Ads, 
xxiv. 24, 25.) Faith in Chrift, you fee, 
was the foundation — righteoufnefs and 
temperance the fuperftrufture. A houfe 
without a foundation, or a foundation with- 
out a building ereded on it, are equally 
ufelefs. But he forefaw that men would 
hear of God's grace and pervert it — that 
is faith without refults ; and he knew, too, 
the equally dangerous tendency of their 
trufting to dead works without the living 
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principle of love and faith — that is the 
houfe without a foundation. The apoftlQ 
himfelf was a notable inftance of the effica- 
cious and hearty reception of the truth of 
God's gofpel in Chrift Jefus. Who mag- 
nified its freenefs and fulnefs more than he 
did ? Who exhibited its fanftifying refidts 
with greater diligence? God worked in 
him, therefore he worked for God. When 
he could do all things, it was through 
Chrift which ftrengthened him. He worked 
out his falvation with fear and trembling ; 
" for [thefe are his own words, in their own 
order,] God worked in him both to will 
and to do of His good pleafure." The 
extent to which man's depravity has per- 
verted God's truth can only be accounted 
for by the blinding effed which the God of 
this world exercifes on thofe who hold the 
truth in unrighteoufnefs — on thofe who 
believe not. The end of chapter v. of 
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this epiftle he concludes, — "Where fin 
abounded, grace did much more abound : 
that as fin hath reigned unto death, even fo 
might grace reign through righteoufiiefs 
unto eternal life by Jefiis Chrift our Lord," 
and immediately faces and refutes the car- 
nal objection which he knew would be 
ftarted againfl: this ftatement. "What 
fhall we fay then? Shall we continue in 
fin, that grace may abound?" He then 
fhows that if they, as believers, were truly 
dead to fin, they could not live any longer 
therein. They could not live in fubjecftion 
to its rule. Sin might remain, and does 
remain ; but ftill it was not to reign. It 
might be in their hearts as an intruder to 
be expelled, but not as a ruler to com- 
mand. And here lies an important dif- 
ference between God's true fervants and 
Satan's bondmen. The faithful children 
of God battle conftantly againfl; their re- 
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maining corruptions. Wilful fin — deli- 
berate fin — allowed fin — cherifhed fin — 
this they abhor. As their natures partake 
of God's nature, which is holy, fo, in pro- 
portion, is fin, in all its forms — thought, 
word, and deed — repugnant to their re- 
newed nature. "Let not fin, therefore, 
reign in your mortal bodies, that ye fhould 
obey it in the lufts thereof." " For fin 
ftiall not have dominion over you," — the 
fame idea, you fee, of fovereignty or rale, 
— "not have dominion over you; for ye 
are not under the law, but under grace." 
" What then ?" he again aflcs, ever watch- 
ful againft mifinterpretation, *' fhall we 
fin, becaufe we are not under the law, but 
under grace ?" Become fervants under the 
holy rule of God, they could not obey, as 
heretofore, the commands and diftates of 
Satan; but, freed from fin, they became 
fervants to righteoufnefs. Their allegiance 
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was transferred — Dagon, Baal, Mammon, 
or whatever elfe was their ruling idol, was 
caft down, and God once again ruled in 
the temple of their hearts, which had been 
ufurped by apoftate fpirits and foes of all 
that is good. And he inquires of them, 
what fruit had they in the evil deeds of 
their natural ftate — in thofe things of which 
now they were afhamed ? Fruit, perhaps, 
like Sodom's apples, fair to look on but 
naufeous within — deceiving with outward 
beauty, but difgufting with inward rotten- 
nefs. This was the fruit — a perfedt con- 
trail to the fruit mentioned in the next 
verfe, as refulting from the fervice of God. 
Shame and death were the fruit of one — 
hplinefs and everlafting life of the other. 
" What fruit had ye," he afks in verfes 21, 
12, " then in thofe things, whereof ye are 
now afhamed ? for the end of thofe things is 
death. But now being made free from 
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fin, and become fervants to God, ye have 
your fruit unto holinefs, and the end ever- 
lafting life." Death was the refidt — the 
moral refult of fin, as well as the clofe, or 
the end of all that it offered as tempting— 
for the pleafures of fin are but for a feafon, 
and either the pleafures themfelves cloy, or 
the power to enjoy is removed, or death 
extinguifhes them altogether. '^ The end of 
thefe things is death." But the being free 
from fin, and become God's fervants, their 
end was glory and joy. Inftead of death 
being an end to their blifs, it only opened 
the door to its commencement. Glory, 
and honour, and immortality, refulted from 
love and homage rendered to the Lord 
Jehovah. Thefe remarks prepare for our 
text, — " For the wages of fin is death ; but 
the gift of God is eternal life through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord." 

This is a weighty and prolific fentence. 
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It announces, with that fimple dignity of 

Holy Scripture, truths upon which the 

weal or woe of each fon of man depends. 

It tells of two fervices, and two refults. Sin 

is one mafter : thofe who are in his fervice, 

and continue in it, receive as is due, 

ivages, — death. The fervice of God refults 

in a gift of eternal life ; and this life in 

Jefus Chrift his Son — "through Jefus 

Chrift our Lord." " He that hath the Son, 

hath life ; and he that hath not the Son of 

* 

God, hath not life." As high as heaven is 
from earth, fo great is the difference between 
thefe two conditions and their refpedive 
terminations. In Gen. ii. 17, we read: — 
" But of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil, thou fhalt not eat of it : for in 
the day that thou eateft thereof thou 
Ihalt furely die." — Hence came death: 
death due on account of difobedience to 
the command of our Maker. Death came 
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Upon all, for that all have finned. To the 
righteous and the wicked it is all the fame. 
But in one cafe, that of the unrepenting, a 
fecond death follows the firft; while to 
the believer in Jefus, the fting of death, 
which is fin, is pardoned, put away, and 
removed : it is ftill his enemy, but it is his 
laft enemy ; and the triumphant foul gains 
the vidlory through Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
Who, then, among you is a fervant of 
fin? If you are not fighting againft it, 
you are fubfervient to it ; there is no neutral 
pofition in this matter. God and Satan are 
diametrically oppofed; we cannot trim 
between the fervice of both — on one fide 
one day, and on the other the next. Satan's 
votary in the evening, a praying believer 
in the morning; with God's fervants, and 
as one of them, on Sundays ; children of 
the devil all the week. The principles of 
holinefs and of evil are as hoftile as two 
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contending armies engaged in dire conflift. 
If we are on the Lord's fide, we wear His 
badge; we are engaged heartily in pro- 
moting His glory ; we are faithful to His 
fervice, and obedient to His rules. If 
decided proof is wanting in our charadler 
as to the fide to which we really belong, 
there can be but little of any doubt on whofe 
fide we really are. To halt between two 
opinions is to perifh. ^^ If the Lord be God, 
follow Him ; if Baal, follow him," in either 
cafe with manful decifion. He that is not 
with me, is againft me, faith our Lord ; and 
woe to him who is againft the Son of man ! 
And yet, brethren, if you are not decidedly 
for Him, you come under this defcription : 
— you are ferving a mafter whofe wages 
you will bitterly and eternally rue. The 
day of reckoning will come, and in the 
folemn truth of God's word. Sin's wages, 
which all his vaflals will deferve and receive. 



304 SERMON XIII. 

is death ; a cutting off from light, and 
hope, and life, an expulfion from God's 
prefence, an utter exile for ever from all 
that is holy and happy, a condemnation to 
the woe of the loft, a delivering over to 
the devil and his angels, the gnawing 
worm, the gnafhing teeth, and that for 
ever — the wrath to come! That awful 
outpouring, the wrath of the Lamb, who 
is now all mercy and tendernefs. Then it 
will be wrath, fury, the vengeance of 
devouring fire, and no releafe ; no hope 
even of refcue, but grim defpair and agony 
intolerable, and yet of an intenfenefs from 
which there is no mitigation. " The wages 
of fin is death." 

Oh ! my brethren, flee then, flee from 
the wrath to come. Get thee out of Sodom. 
Get thee out from the world's overwhelming 
wave, and take refuge in the ark of fafety. 
Efcape from the ravening lion, and enter 
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the fafety of the Lord's paftures. Refift 
the devil, and lay hold on eternal life. 
With refped: to thofe who receive eternal 
life, and thofe who earn death, there is this 
great difference to be ever obferved, — that 
while fin's wages, well-earned and due, is 
death, eternal life is a gift. It is clear 
that a free gift beftowed, and wages duly 
earned, are utterly diverfe the one from 
the other. Here the Gofpel of Chrift 
differs from all falfe religions. The felf- 
torturing devotee lacerates himfelf with a 
view to deferve future blifs, as the wages 
of his imagined well-doing. It is not only 
the practice of felf-deceivers, but it is the 
natural tendency of the heart of man. Our 
pride makes us defire to earn eternal life 
for ourfelves. We want to confider our- 
felves as fervants, who, for all they do, 
fhall receive an ample reward ; a reward, 
not of grace, but of debt. But this is 

X 
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impoflible from the nature, both of the 
fervice required, and from our inability to 
render it with entire perfedion. For, after 
we have done all that is commanded us, 
let us never forget who it was that told us 
that we are not fervants who have earned 
wages, but " unprofitable fervants." Sup- 
pofing we had done all, and had kept God's 
holy law from our infancy to this moment, 
and had never fwerved from the path of 
right and holinefs, either in thought, word, 
or deed, and were we to continue perfeA 
until our life's end, we ftiould ftill only 
have done our duty, neither more nor leis, 
and could not even then command by way 
of merit any recompenfe : but as fuch a 
courfe of condud has never been accom- 
plifhed by mortal, from Adam down to 
the laft infant born into the world, the idea 
of merit is prepofterous and infulting to 
the majefty of God. Our life, our thoughts. 
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our words, our deeds, have all, let us 
remember, been conftantly fubjeft to the 
rigid fcrutiny of Omnifcience, of Him who 
fearches the heart, tries the reins, and who 
knows the thoughts long before. Like a 
relentlefs creditor; the exafting holinefs of 
the law comes on us as moral bankrupts, 
and fays with urgency, " Pay me what thou 
oweft." 

When we are thus hard preffed and over- 
whelmed, and when we feel and acknow- 
ledge ourfelves to be thus helplefs, thus 
pennilefs, then it is, and not before, that we 
are ready to hold out an eager hand for that 
bleffing which, if ever ours at all, can only 
come to us as a free gift — as a prefent 
totally undeferved and unmerited. Com- 
paflion on the part of Jefus, acknowledged 
mifery on our fide, are the component ele- 
ments of a finner's falvation. He relieves, 
as a king would a beggar, with freenefs and 
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fulnefs. He difcharges the amount of our 
engagements ; He renders us free from the 
law of fin and death ; and is ready to be- 
ftow on us grace to go and fin no more. 
Sick, He cures us ; blind. He reftores our 
fight ; lame, he bids us walk ; wretched. 
He bids us rejoice ; dumb. He bids us 
fing; impure. He bids us wafh and be 
clean; wanderers. He comes to feek that 
which is loft ; fpiritually dead, He quickens, 
gives life* Under the curfe of the law, 
which fays, " Curfed is every one that con- 
tinueth not in all things which are written 
in the book of the law to do them," (Gal, 
iii. lo). He who knew no fin, became fin 
for us ; He bare our fins in His own body 
on the tree; He redeemed us from the 
curfe of the law, and He bids us go on our 
way with grateful hearts, as free-pardoned 
men. And what does He afk of us in re- 
turn? What did He afk of His erring- 
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fervant, St. Peter? "Simon, loveft thou 
Me ?— loveft thou Me ?" Peter could ap- 
peal to his omnifclence, and fay, " Lord ! 
thou knoweft all things; thou knoweft 
that I love thee." He would put this in- 
quiry to you through me. His ambaflador. 
I have tried to tell you fomewhat of His 
work on our behalf. Do you love Him for 
all this ? If you believe at all, the heart 
cannot fail to acknowledge its love ; feeble 
indeed it may be, but true, neverthelefs— 
the love which it owes to the Saviour of 
men. Is it a comfort to you to refleft that 
Jefus knows your hearts ? Do we feel 
affured that when He looks into them He 
fees fome, though not enough, gratitude for 
all He has done? What fhould we think 
pf Peter if he had not loved his Lord ? 
What fhould we think of him if he could 
contemplate Jefus dying on the crofs, and 
not love Him ? What if he could have re- 
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ceived pardon from Him after his bafe 
denial, and yet not have loved Him ? But 
has JefusChrift done nothing for us ? Is there 
one perfon here who can fay, ** I have no 
reafon to love the Lord ; He has done no- 
thing for me ; He has fhown me no kind- 
nefs ; He has never cared for mey nor 
pardoned mey nor fhed his precious blood 
for me ? Can any fay that ? No ; not one 
of us can enter into what He has done in 
our behalf. When all His goodnefs, and 
forbearance, and long-fuffering, come to 
light — as they will do at the laft day — 
every one who has not loved Him will 
be overwhelmed with fhame and confuiion 
of face. Oh ! that all of you may know 
the love of Chrift, which pafleth knowledge, 
and fo be filled with all the fulnefs of God. 
No anathema can be too dire for thofe 
whofe hearts refufe to love the Lord Jefus 
Chrift. He will accept no outward fervice. 
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however rigid — no lengthened prayer— -nb 
lip-homage, unlefs the heart's afFeftions be 
firft given to Him. " My fon," faith God, 
"give me thine heart." Earthly fathers 
fay the fame to their children, and no ap- 
parent obedience to their wiflies can com- 
penfate for want of filial love. Reafon, 
therefore, and gratitude, and a thoufand 
motives, bid us love the Lord Jefus Chrift 
with all our heart fervently. He that 
loveth — loveth his God and loveth his bro- 
ther — is born of God ; he is of God's family, 
born from on high — love is the proof of it. 
** He that loveth not his brother abideth in 
death." God fo loved the world that, finful 
as it was. He gave his only-begotten Son, 
that whofocver believeth in Him ftiould 
not perifti. With Him alfo, fhall He not 
freely give us all things ? Pardon, peace, 
purity, holinefs, happinefs, and heaven, — 
grace, goodnefs, and glory, and all the 
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rich and inconceivable bleflings therein con- 
tained, are ofFered as a gift to the fons of 
men. If the paralyfed arm has not ftrength 
even to ftretch itfelf forth to receive. He 
can reftore it whole, and give both the 
power to receive and the grace to acknow- 
ledge and appropriate ; for the gift of God 
is eternal life, through Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. 

What, then, think ye of Chrift ? Re- 
member that He is God, Remember that 
He is man. He is David's fon and 
David's Lord. As God, He pardons ; as 
man, he fympathizes. He is a jealous 
God; He will not give His glory to another. 
There is one Mediator between God and 
man. He will in no wife caft out any who 
who go to Him. Do not, then, infult 
Him by making other interceflbrs between 
yourfelves and your Maker. Believe what 
He has told us ; do not limit His mercy. 
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or fhackle the gofpel of His love. Do not 
think it too good to be true. If we believe 
not the teftimony that God has given us of 
His Son, we make Him a liar, and the 
truth is not in us. Doubt not, but earneftly 
believe; humbly acknowledge and grate- 
fully receive the gift of God, which is 
eternal life, through Jefus Chrift our Lord ! 
The choice is eternal mifery or eternal life. 
If we limit the mifery, as fome would, we 
alfb make heaven terminable. Yes, eternal 
life. This life is not without its rich 
bleflings ; yet it is greatly marred by fuffer- 
ing and forrow in ourfelves and others, and, 
above all, it draws fteadily to a final clofe. 
But the life to come ! Stretch forth the 
piercing thought into the countlefs ages of 
futurity, and yet the celeftial life is but in 
its beginning ; its joys never interrupted ; 
its peace unbroken; without any fin, for- 
row, or tears ; our forms and our fpirits 



J 14 SERMON XIII« 

glorified and made perfed, fo as to be able 
to enter fully into all the blifs prepared for 
us ; our vifion fo ftrengthened as to be able 
to behold the King in His effulgent glory 
— to fee Him as He is in unveiled majefty, 
and with capacity to know Him even as we 
are known of Him. 

Dear brethren, all this is offered as a gift 
— God's gift : He gave His only Son to 
procure it for us. After that donation, 
and through it, all elfe follows — even celes- 
tial and eternal bleffednefs — be content, 
therefore — rather be thankful — not to earn 
it, but to receive it. Stretch forth the wil- 
ling hand — the gift will be beftowed, and 
you will be enriched beyond imagination. 
*^ The gift of God is eternal life through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord." 
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Arthuk Hbbvkv, A.M., Rector of Ickworth and Curate of Horringer. 

2 vols. 12mo. cloth, 12s. 

" They are plain and unaffected productions, intended for mrai congrega- 
tions, and well adapted to them."— CHMirdton. 
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HINTS on EARLY EDUCATION and NURSfiRY DIS- 
CIPLINE. Sixteenth Edition. 12mo. cloth, 38. 6d. 

HINTS for REFLECTION. Compiled from yarioiu Authors. 
Third Edition. SSmo. doth, St. 

HISTORY of JOB, in Language adapted to Children. By the 
Author of the ** Peep of Day," ** Line apon Line," &c. 18mo. cIoth» Is. 

HOARE, ARCHDEACON.-BAPTISM ; or, the MINISTRA- 
TION of PUBLIC BAPTISM of INFANTS, to be ased in the Church; 
Scriptorally illustrated and explained. By the Venerable C. J. Hoakk, 
A.M., Archdeacon of Surrey, Canon of Winchester, and Yicar of Godstone. 
Fcap. cloth, 6s. 6d. 

*' This volume is a yaluable accession to our popular theology, which we 
cordially conunend to the attentiTe perusal of oor readers generally, and 
especially to heads of lamilies.*'— (AurcA qf England Q^arterlp Beview. 

HOARE, REV. E.-THE SCRIPTURAL PRINCIPLES of 
our Protestant Church. By the Rev. Edwabo Hoabb, AM., Incumbent 
ofChrist Church, Ramsgate. Second Edition. 12mo. cloth, 3s. 

— THE TIME OF THE END ; or, The World, the Visible 
Church, and the People of God, at the Advent of the Lord. Third 
Edition. 12mo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

— THE COMMUNION, AND THE COMMUNICANT. 

18mo. 8s. per dozen. 

HOPE, MR8.-SELP.EDUCATI0N and the FORMATION 

of CHARACTER : Addressed to the Young. By Mas. Hops. Second 

Edition, Revised. 18mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

** Parents and teachers will gain many useful hints from the perusal of this 
volume." — Record. 

HOPE, DR.- MEMOIRS of the LATE JAMES HOPE, M.D., 
Physician to St. George's Hospital, dec. &c. By Mrs. Hopjs. To which 
are added. REMARKS on CLASSICAL EDUCATION. By Dr. Hopc. 
And LETTERS from a SENIOR to a JUNIOR PHYSICIAN. By Dr. 
BuRDER. The whole edited by Klsin Grakt, M.D., See, 6rc. Fourth 
Edition. Post 8vo. cloth, 7s. 

*' The general, as well as the medical reader, will find this a most 
interesting and instructive volume." — Oentleman't Magazine, 

" Avery interesting memoir to every class of readers." — Christian Ob- 
terver. 
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HOWARD, J.-MEMOIRS of JOHN HO WARD, the Christian 
Philanthropist: with a Detail of his extraordinary Labours; and an Ao- 
coont of the Prisons, Schools, Lazarettos, and Pnblio Institutions he 
visited. By Thomas Taylor, Esq., Author of " The Life of Cowper," 
&c. &o. Second Edition. With a Portrait. 12mo. cloth, 7t« 

HUME $t SMOLLETT -THE HISTORY of ENGLAND, 

from the Invasion of Julius Gsssar to the Death of George the Second. By 
D. HuMB and T. Bmollbtt. 10 vols. 8vo. cloth, 41. 

JACKSON, REV. F. - A FIRST SERIES OF SERMONS. 
By the Bev. F. Jacksov, Incumbent of Parson Drove, Isle of Ely. 
Fcap. 5s. 

'^Discourses addressed to a village congregation. The chief aim of the 
preacher has been to enforce practical conclusions for the guidance of the 
humblest, from some of the most striking events or sentiments of Scripture. 
The style is plain and forcible."— iSpectator. 

— A SECOND SERIES OF SERMONS. Fcap. 6b. 

JENOUR, REV. A,-EATIONALE APOOALYPTIOUM ; or, A 
Systematic Exposition of the Rkvblatiom of St. John, with a Map and 
other Illustrations. To which is appended an Analysis of some of the 
principal Modem Commentaries, including a particular examination of 
Mr. Eu.iott's Hoiub Apocaltpttcje. By the Rev. Alfvlxd Jjsnoitr, 
Rector of Kittisford, Author of ** A New Translation and Exposition of 
Isaiah. 8 vols. 8vo. cloth, £1 8s. 

JEWSBURY, MISS M. J.-LETTEBS to the TOUNG. By 
Mabia Jabb Jbwsbubt. Fifth E^tion. Fcap. cloth, 08. 

JOHNSON, DR.-A DICTIONARY of the ENGLISH LAN- 
GUAGE. By Samubl Johnson, L.L.D. Abridged by Chalhbbs. 8vo. 
12s., or 18mo. bound, 2s. 6d. 

LECTURES on the DESTINY of the JEWS, and their Connexion 
with the Gentile Nations. By Ten Clergymen of the Church of Eng- 
land. 12mo. cloth, 9s. 

LINE UPON LINE ; or, a Second Series of the Earliest Religious 
Instruction the Infant Mfiid is capable of receiving ; with Verses illustra- 
tive of the Subjects. By the author of ** The Peep of Day," Ac. Part I. 
Forty-seventh thousand. Part II. Fortieth thousand. 18mo. cloth, each 

2s. 6d. 
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LAMB, REV. R.~SB&MONS on PASSING SEASONS and 
EVENTS. By Robbrt Lamb, M.A., Si. John's College, Oxford, Incum- 
bent of St. Paul's, Hancheater. 12mo. 7s* 

" Contains valiiable ipecinMns of pulpit teaching, fervency of spirit heing 
combined with a tliorough appreciation of Gospel teat3xJ"—Bdl*s WeM^f 
Meitenger, 

" Tery ably written."— Ckurc* and StaU GoMette. 

** Inculcating practical lessons. The Christianity is Protestant; the 
matter substantiid ; and the style possesses a plain strength."-^pectator. 

" The teachings of a pious mind."— O^cATnt Univarrit^f Herald. 

" Well calculated to awaken the interests of the most callous listeners." — 
Britannia. 

** Plain, sometimes forcible."— GiMantlaii. 

"Plain, earnest, practical discourses. The style is simple and fortfble, 
and while the author's learning is apparent, there is no display of pedantry 
unsuited to his themeB."— Literary Gazette. 

" The style is elegant, and the compositions are fkultless. The sentiments 
also are good, and precious truths are interspersed."— CJkmttan Titneg. 

" Deserve commendation for the earnestness of their tone. We find pas- 
sages of true eloquence ; not exuberant, but chastened by refined taste.** — 
Tke Critic. 

LIGHT in the DWELLING; or, a Harmony of the Four Gospels, 
with very Short And Simple Remarks adapted to Reading at Family 
Prayers, and arranged in 86ft sections, for every day of the year. By the 
Author of ** The Peep of Day," '*Line upon Line," &c. Revised and 
corrected by a Clergyman of the Church of England. Eighth Thooaaad. 
ISmo. cloth, 8s. ; or, in 6vo., large type, 12s. 

" Brief remarks, always to the point, full of spiritual meaning, and what 
is far better, of spiritual feeling, meet us in every page of this work.*'— 
Onistian Ladies' Magazine. 

" Those who use this interesting and beautifully written manual, will have 
* Light in the Dwelling.' We can, with a good conscience, and an enlight- 
ened conviction, recommend the work, both for family and private reading." 
—Evangdieal Magagine. 

MACEE, REV. W. C.-SERMONS deUvered at St. Saviour's 
Church, Bath. By the Rev. W. C. Maoks, B.A. Second Editim. 
13mo. cloth, 6s. 

**But the writer of this little volume before us, who is thegmndson of 
Archbishop Magee, has claims of his own, if the production of a well-written, 
well-reasoned, and rightly-minded volume of sermons may be so regarded. 
It is rare, indeed, thiit the sermons of young men are not wanting in that 
style of writing which springs from deep religious experience. It is ha- 
possible for them to paint what perhaps they have not seen, or to describe 
what they ha\*e not felt. But Mr. Magee writes somewhat in advance, if we 
may so speak, of bis own period of life ; and his sermons are on this account 
the more calculated to touch the deeper springs of thought and feeling 
within us.*'— Cftriffian Observer, 
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MANCHESTER, DUKE OF.-THE FINISHED MTSTEBY; 
to which ii added, an Examination of a Work by the Rev. David Brown* 
entitled ''Christ's Second Coming. Will it be ' PremiUennial ?' " By 
Oboroi, Dukx or MAVCHBSTxa. 8vo. cloth, 12s. 

M'NEILE, rev. DR.-LECTURES on the CHUEGH of ENGh 
LAND, delivered in London, March, 1840. By Hugh M'Nsile, 
D.D., Hon. Canon of Chester, and Incumbent of St. Paul's Church, 
Prince's Park, Liverpool. Eighth Edition. 12mo. doth, 5s. 

— LECTURES on the SYMPATHIES, SUFFEBINGS, and RE- 
SURRECTION of the LORD JESUS CHRIST, delivered in Liverpool 
during Passion Week and Easter Day. Third Edition. 12mo. cloth, 
48. 6d. 

MARRIOTT, REV. H.-SERMONS on the CHARACTER and 
DUTIES of WOMEN. By the Rev. Uarvby Marbiott, Ylcar of 
Loddiswell, and Chaplain to the Right Honourable Lord Kenyon. 12mo. 
eloth, 4s. 6d. 

— FOUR COURSES of PRACTICAL SERMONS. Qvo. 
eachl0s.6d. 

MAR8DEN, REV. J.B. -The HISTORY of the EARLY PURI- 
TANS ; from the Reformation to the Opening of the Civil War in 1642. 
By J. B. Mabbdbn, H.A. Second Edition. 8vo. cloth, 108.6d. 

— The HISTORY of the LATER PURITANS; from the Open- 
ing of the Civil War in 1642, to the Ejection of the Non-conforming 
Clergy in 1662. 8vo. cloth, 10s. 6d. 

MARSHALL, MI88.-EXTRACTS from the RELIGIOUS 
WORKS of FENELON, Archbishop of Cambray. Translated from the 
Original French. ByMissMABABALL. Eleventh Edition, with a Portrait. 
Fcap. cloth, 5s. 

MEEK, REV. R.-THE MUTUAL RECOGNITION and EX- 
ALTED FELICITY of GLORIFIED SAINTS. By the Rev. Robbbt 
Mbbk, M.A., Rector of St. Michael, Sutton Bonnington, Notts. Fifth 
Edition. Fcap. cloth, 3s. 6d. 
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MEEK, REV. R. 

— PRACTICAL and DEVOTIONAL MEDITATIONS on 
the LORD'S SUPPER, or Holy Commonion* 18mo. doth, 28. 6d. 

— PASSION WEEK; a Practical and Devotional Exposition of 
the Oospels and Epistles appointed for that Season, composed for the 
Closet and the Family. l2mo. boards, 4s. 

M08HEIM, DR.- INSTITUTES of ECCLESIASTICAL 

HISTORY, Ancient and Modern. By J. L. Voir Moshxim, D.D. Anew 
and revised Edition with Additions. By Hbnrt Soaujes, M.A., Rectqr 
of Stapleford Tawney. 4 vols. 8vo. cloth, 2L 8#. 

NEAR HOME; or, the Countries of Europe described to 
Children, with Anecdotes. By the author of " Peep of Day," " Light in 
the Dwelling," &c. Illustrated with numerous Wood Engravings. Thir- 
teenth Thousand. Fcap. cloth. As. 

*' It must be very interesting to children. Those to whom we have read 
passages, taken at random, clap their little hands with delight."— .S^^IuA 
Journal of EducaUon. 

** A well-arranged and well- written boolrfor children ; compiled from the 
best writers on the various countries, and full of sound and useful inform- 
ation, pleasantly conveyed for the most part in the homely monosyllabic 
Saxon which children learn from their mothers and nurses." — Athencnum* 

NEW MANUAL of DEVOTIONS ; containing Familj and 
Private Prayers, the Office for the Holy Communion, &c. 12mo. bd., 48. 

NEWNHAM, W--A TRIBUTE of SYMPATHY ADDRESSED 

to MOURNERS. By W. Nbwnham, Esq., M.R.S.L. 

Contents: — 1. Indulgence of Grief. 2. Moderation of Grief. 3. Exces- 
sive Sorrow. 4. Advantages of Sorrow. 5. Self-examination. 6. Resignation. 
7. Sources of Consolation. Tenth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 5s. 

— THE RECIPROCAL INFLUENCE of BODY and MIND 
CONSIDERED: As it affects the Great Questions of Education— Phre- 
nology — Materialism — Moral Advancement and Responsibility — Man's 
Free Agency— The Theory of Life— The Peculiarities of Mental Property 
— Menta Diseases— The Agency of Min^ upon the Body— Of Physical 
Temperament upon the Manifestations of Mind— and upon tBe Expression 
of Religious Feeling. 8vo. doth, 14s. 

NIGHT of TOIL ; or, a Familiar Account of the Labours of the 
First Missionaries in the South Sea Islands. By the Author of ' ' The Peep 
of Day," ** Near Home," &c. Fourth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 4s. 
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NIND, REV. W.-LECTURE.SERMONS. Preached in a 
Country Parish Church. By Wllliam Nimo, M.A., Fellow of St. Peter's 
College, Cambridge, and Yicar of Cherry Hinton. Second Series. 12mo. 
cloth, 68. 

"Sermons distinguished by brevity, good sense, and a plainness of 
manner and exposition which well adapt thera for family perusal, especially 
as their style is neat and simple, not h&re*"— Spectator. 

'* The many who have read the first volume of these sermons, will wel- 
come, no doubt, with Joy, the appearance of the second. They ai^e readable 
and preachable ; and those of the second volume are even plainer and sim- 
pler than their predecessors. We reconunend both volumes most heartily." 
•—EngUsh Review, 

NORTHE8K, COUNTESS OF.-THE SHELTERING 
TINE. Selections by the Countess or Northxsk. Third Thousand. 
3 vols, small 8vo. cloth, lis. 

NUCENPS POCKET DICTIONARY of the FRENCH 
and ENGLISH LANGUAGES. The Twenty-sixth Edition, revised by 
J. C. Tarysr, French Master, Eton, &c. Square 18mo. bound, 5s. 6d. 

OXENDEN, REV. A.-THE COTTAGE LIBRARY. Vol.1. 
The Sacrament of Baptism. By the Rev. Ashtok Oxbkdbk, Rector of 
Pluckley, Kent. 18mo. sewed. Is., or cloth. Is. 6d. 

" A little book of probably large usefulness. It avoids disputed points, 
but conveys a clear and simple view of the holy rite of baptism. It is admir- 
ably suited to the cottage, as well as to all places in which ignorance reigns 
upon the subject."— CAurcA and State Gaaette. 

— THE COTTAGE LIBRARY. Vol. 2. THE SACRAMENT 
OF THE LORD'S SUPPER. Third Edition. 18mo. sewed, Is., or cloth, 
l8.6d. 

— THE COTTAGE LIBRARY. Vol. 3. A Plain History of 
the Christian Church. Second Edition. 18mo. sewed. Is., or cloth. Is. 6d. 

— THE COTTAGE LIBRARY. VoL 4. Fervent Prayer. 18mo. 
sewed. Is., or cloth. Is. 6d. 

— THE COTTAGE LIBRARY. Vol. 5. God's Message to the 
Poor: being Eleven Plain Sermons preached in Pluckley Church. Second 
Edition. 18mo. cloth, 2s. 

— THE COTTAGE LIBRARY. Vol. 6. The Story of Ruth. 
18mo. cloth, 2s. 
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OXFORD, BISHOP OF.-FOUK SERMONS. Preached before 
Her MostOracioua Majesty Qoeen Yictoria In 1841 and 1M2. By Samukl, 
Lord Bishop of Oxford, Chancellor of the most Noble Order of the Garter, 
Lord High Almoner to the Queen. Published by conunand. Third Edition. 
Fcap. flyo. cloth, 4s. 

PARKER, MISS F. S -TRUTH WITHOUT NOVELTY; or. 

a Course of Scriptural Instruction for every Sunday in the Year, principaDy 
designed for Private Family Instruction, and Sunday Schools. By Francss 
S. Parkeb, Author of ** The Guiding Star and other Tales," " The First 
Communion," &c. Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, Ss. 

PARRY, SIR W. E.-THOUGHTS on the PARENTAL CHA- 
RACTER of GOD. By Captain Sir Williah Edwa&d Parbt, RJf. 
Third Edition. 18mo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

PEARS, REV. S. A.-SEEMONS. By the Eer. Stbuast Adol- 
PHU8 PxABS, B.P., one of the Assistant Masters of Harrow School, for- 
merly Fellow of Corpus Christi College, Oxford. ]2mo. cloth, 6s. 6d. 

**The good which Arnold effected had many imitators; few, however, 
have reached nearer to him than Mr. Pears. There is the same plainness 
and simplicity in the enunciation of everlasting truth, the identical persua- 
siveness, the same motive, candour, and honesty ; and these characteristics 
render the Sermons invaluable." — BelTt Metienger, 

PEARSON, REV. J. N.-SUNDAY READINGS for the FA- 
MILY and the CLOSET. By the Rev. J. NoauAir Pbabsok, M.A. 
Incumbent of the District Church, Tunbridge Wells. 12mo. cloth, 7s. 

"Sound and practical."— Brttif A Magazine, 

" Jl most valuable ytotV,**— Church qf England Magazine, 

PEEP of DAY ; or, a Series of the Earliest Religious Instruction 
the Infant Mind is capable of receiving. With Verses illustrative of the 
Subjects. Seventy>seventh thousand, revised and corrected. 18mo. 
cloth, 8s. 

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS TOWARDS ALLEVIATING 
the SUFFERINGS of the SICK. Parti. Third Edition. 12mo. cloth, 
3s. 
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PRAYERS, FAMILY AND PRIVATE. 

A FORM of PRAYERS, Selected and Composed for the Use 
of a Family principally consisting of Young Persons. Thirteenth 
Edition. 12mo. cloth, 28. 6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS. By the late Hbney Thornton, 
Esq. M.P. Twenty-eighth Edition. 12mo. cloth, 8s. 

SEVENTY PRAYERS on SCRIPTURAL SUBJECTS : 
being a selection of Scripture Daily Readings for a Year; with 
Family Prayers for a Month. By Clergymen of the Church of 
England. Fifth Ten Thousand. ISmo. cloth, 2s. 

FAMILY PRAYERS. By the late W. Wilberforce, Esq. 
Edited by his Son, the Rev. R. I. Wilberforce, Archdeacon of the 
East Riding of Yorkshire ; Yicar of Burton- Agnes, late Fellow of 
Oriel College. Tenth Edition. Fcap. 8vo. sewed. Is. 6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS for Every Day of the Week. Selected 
from various portions of the Holy Bible, with References. Third 
Edition. 12mo. boards, 2s. 6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS for Every Day in the Week. By 
Clkbicus. 18mo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

FAMILY PRAYERS, composed from the Book of Psalms. 
By a Layman. Edited by G. W. Lewis, M.A., Yicar of Crich, Der- 
byshire. Fcap. cloth, 78. 

THE CHURCHMAN'S BOOK of FAMILY PRAYER, 

following the arrangement of the Book of Common Prayer, and 
chiefly framed from its Occasional Services. By the Rev. J. H. 
BfVAXMBOV, M JL., Rector of Alresford, Esseic. 18mo. cloth, ls.6d. 

PRAYERS and OFFICES of DEVOTION for Families 
and for Particular Persons, upon most occasions. By Bbkjamiit 
Jbnks. Altered and Improved by the Rev. Charles Simeon. 12mo. 
roan, 48. 6d. or 18mo. 3s. 

HELPS to DEVOTION; Morning and Evening Prayers for 
every day in the week, adapted for the use of Families. By 
H. Tattam, D.D., Archdeacon of Bedford. 12mo. boards, 2s.6d. 
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PRAYERS, FAMILY AND PRIVATE. 

SHORT FAMILY PRAYERS for Every Morning and 
ETening of the Month. Selected and Arranged from the Liturgy, 
Psahni.and yarioas eminent Writers. By William Soltau, Esq. 
Member of the Church of England. Second Bdition. 12iiio. 
cloth, 3s. 

A COURSE of MORNING and EVENING PRAYERS, 
for the use of the Families of the Poor. 12mo. sewed, 6d., or 5s. per 
dozen. 

SHORT PRAYERS for Every Day in the Week, to be used 
either in the Family or Private. By the Rev. Ricbaao Shbphbrd, 
M.A., Incumbent of St. Margaret's, Ware, Herts. 12mo. sewed, 
9d., or Is. 6d. per dozen. 

FORMS of PRAYERS, adapted for the ase of Schools and 
Young Persons. By J. Svoyv. 18mo. cloth, Ss. 6d. 

PRIVATE PRAYERS for YOUNG PERSONS. By M. A. 

Fcap. cloth, 2s. 

A FEW PLAIN SHORT PRAYERS, intended to be sent 
with each set of Baby Linen lent to Poor Women. 24mo. sewed, 
Sd., or 2s. 6d. per dozen. 

A COMPANION to the ALTAR, with Occasional Prayer& 
By Gbo&ob a. E. M4B8H, A.M., Rector of Bangor, lintshire. 
Third Edition. Boards, Is. 0d. ; sheep, 2s. ; calf, 3s. 

NEWLY ARRANGED MANUALfor COMMUNICANTS 
at the LORD'S SUPPER, including the Service for the Holy Com- 
munion. S4mo. bound, 3s. 

EVENING MEDITATIONS for CHILDREN for a WEEK. 
Square, 28. 6d. per doz. 

QUESTIONS and PRACTICAL REMARKS on the POR- 
TIONS of SCRIPTURE selected as the Gospels for each Sunday in 
the Year. By the Author of *' Questions on the Epistles," &c. 18mo. 
doth, 2a. 6d. 
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QUESTIONS on the COLLECTS of the CHURCH of ENG- 
LAND, for every Sunday in the Year, Designed to Promote a Better 
Understanding of those comprehensive Forms of Prayer ; with a Key, 
containing suitable Answers and Scriptural proofs, for the use of 
Young Persons. 18mo. cloth. Is. 6d. 

RAWN8LEY, REV. R. D. B.-VILLA^GE SERMONS. Se- 
cond Series. By R. Drumhoni) B. B awvslxt, M.A., Vicar of Shiplake, 
late Fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford. 12mo. 5b. 6d. 

'* Enforces the practical duties of religion and the beauty of holiness."— 
John BuU, 

** This is a volume of plain sermons in a simple unpretending style, 
adapted to the comprehension of the villagers to whom they are addressed, 
and inculcating many useful practical lessons."— CAiircA of Eimland 
Mogaxine, 

— SERMONS, CHIEFLY CATECHETICAL. )2mo. cloth, 
68. 6d. 

'* Their plainness brings them within the comprehension of the most il- 
literate, whilst their exposition and illustration of Gospel truth render them 
a medium of usefulness, which cannot be without the very best results.'' — 
Bai*t Messenger, 

THE RECTOR in SEARCH of a CURATE. Post Qvo. 

cloth, 98. 

Contents;—!. The Parish— 2. TheCurate — 3. The Temporanr Curate— 4, 
5. The Evangelicist— 6. The Evangelicals— 7. The Unfortunate Man— 8. The 
Scholar— 9. The Millennarian— 10. The Anglo-Catholio— 11. The Approved 
—12. The Ordination. 

** A lively and entertaining book." — Chrisltan Observer, 
' * Interesting and attractive."— iSjpectator. 

REFLECTIONS upon the COLLECTS of the CHURCH. 
18mo. cloth, Is. 

ROSSy REV. A.-A MEMOIR of the late REV. ALEX- 
ANDER ROSS, A.M., Rector of Banagher, in the Diocese of Derry, with 
a Selection of his Sermons. Edited by the Archdkacon of Dsrry. 8vo. 

RU88ELL, DR,-THE HISTORY of MODERN EUROPE. 

With an Account of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire; and 
a view of the Progress of Society, from the Rise of the Modem Kingdoms 
to the Peace of Paris in 1763. In a series of Letters from a Nobleman to 
his Son. New Edition, continued to the present time. 4 vois« 8vo. cloth, 
£2 128. 




RUPERP8 LAND, BISHOP OF.-NOTES of the FLOOD 

at the RED RIVER, 16A2. By the Bishop of Bupebt's Land. Fcap. 
cloth. Si. 6d. 

SCENES in OUR PARISH. By a Coontry Fanon's Daughter. 
3 toLb. 12mo. boards, each fis. 

SCOTT, REV. T. -ESSAYS on the MOST IMPORTANT 
SUBJECTS in RELIGION. By the Rev. Thomas Scott, late Rector 
of Ashton Sandford, Bucks. With a Mkxoia of the Author. Fifteonth 
Edition. ISmo.ffs.; ISmo. 3s.6d. 

SCRIPTURE CATECHISM; extracted chiefly from the Rev. 
BdwardBickersteth's " Scripture Help." Designed to assist the Young in 
acquiring a Knowledge of the Holy Bible, and to conunend it to their loTe. 
By E. W. 18mo. Is. sewed, ls.6d. cloth. 

SERMONS and EXTRACTS CONSOLATORY on the LOSS 
of FRIENDS. Selected from the Works of the most eminent Diyines. 
Third Edition. 6vo. cloth, 18s. 

SHAKSPEARE.-THE PLAYS of WILLIAM SHAKSPEARE, 

accurately printed from the Text of the Corrected Copies, a History of 
the Stage, and a Life of Shakspeare. By Alxxavdsr CHALMass, F.S.A. 
8 vols. 8yo. dCs 12s., or 1 yoLSyo. 10s. 6d. 

SHERWOOD, IMRS.-THE GOLDEN GARLAND of IN- 
ESTIMABLE DELIGHTS. By Mrs. Shb&wood. 12mo. cloth, 6^ 

*' It possesses greater reality, and even interest, than some more am- 
bitious-looking tales; everything in the Golden Garland bears the stamp of 
trath.**^8peetator, 

* * It serves as a vehicle to inculcate the soundest moral precepts,'* ^c. 

Herald, 

^ THE HIBROB OF MAIDENS in the Days of Good Queen 
Bess. ISmo. cloth, 6s. 

— THE HISTORY of JOHN MARTEN. A Sequel to "The 
Life of Henry Mihier." 12mo. cloth, 78. 6d. 
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— THE HISTORY of HENRY MILNER. 3 vols. 12mo. 
cloth, each 6s. 

— THE HISTORY of the FAIRCHILD FAMILY; or. The 
Child's Manual. Nineteenth Bdition. ISmo., cloth. 6s. 

— THE HISTORY of the FAIRCHILD FAMILY. Volume «. 
Third Edition 1 2mo. cloth, Ss. 

— THE HISTORY of the FAIRCHILD FAMILY. Volume 3. 
Second Edition. i2mo. cloth, 5s. 

— JULIETTA DI LAVENZA. A Tale. 18mo. cloth, 28. 

— THE HEDGE of THORNS. Fifth Edition. 18mo.cloth, l8. 

— VICTORIA. IJmo.bds. 4s. 

— THE ORPHANS of NORMANDY. Third Edition. 12mo. 
bds. 2s. 6d. 

— THE LITTLE MOMIERE. 12mo. cloth, 3s. 

SHIRLEY, BISHOP.-LETTERS and MEMOIR of the late 
WALTER AUGUSTUS SHIRLEY, D.D., Lord Bishop of Sodor and 
Man. Edited by Thohab Hill, B.D., Archdeacon of Derby. Second 
Edition, revised. With a Portrait, 8vo., cloth, 1 4s. 

«Thereisahealthy tone of piety in Dr. Shirley's remains { and no one 
can read the Memoir without being struck with the humility and simplicity 
of mind which characterized its subject."— C7krM<an Obterver, 

" A solid and interesting volume, containing, in addition to the biography, 
various intelligent remarks ou public affairs and theological questions, with 
a good many descriptive sketches of scenery and msixUdai.'*— Spectator, 

" It is a volume which we have read with the deepest interest, and have 
closed with the highest feelings of its importance."~C9<«ntfeman'f Magasine, 
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SHIRLEY, BISHOP. 

— LETTERS to YOUNG PEOPLE. By tte late Kiglit Eev. 
Waltsr AuouaTUS, Bishop of Sodor and Bian. Fcap. cloth, Ss. 6d. 

'* We must admit the lubatantial excellence of much of what we find here ; 
and all we have perused of the volume hai instructed us not a little." — 
English Bevieuj. 

** The volume consists of letters chiefly addressed to his son and dan^- 
ter; and exhibits the writer in a very amiable, affectionate, pious, and 
sensible light. Some of the epistles to his son contain judicious advice on 
study and critical remarks on books."— ^jpectotor. 

" We like the general tone of these letters much. They are cheerfkil, an- 
affected, kindly, without overweening conceit or laborious condescensioiL. 
They refer, too, to real incidents and events."— ^Aeiueum. 

— SEEMONS Preached on varioas occasions. 12mo. cloth, 6s. 

** A direct plainness of style and purpose, which had the effect of force, 
and a sound Protestant feeling."— S^ctotor. 

'* These sermons are marked by that unaffected piety and sound sense 
which characterized their revered author. The little volume deserves a place 
among the first-class selections of practical discourses."— /oto BuU. 

SIMEON, REV. C.-MEMOIRS of the Rev. CHARLES 

SIMEON. M.A., late Senior Fellow of King's College, and Minister of 
Trinity Church, Cambridge ; containing his Autobiography, togethet with 
Selections from his Writings and Correspondence. Edited by the Rev. 
WihhiAM Carus, M.A., Canon of Winchester, and Yicar of Romsey, 
Hants. Third Edition. 12mo. cloth, with portrait and fac-simile, 78. 6d. 

•«* A few copies of the 8vo. Edition are still on sale. Price 14s. 

SMITH, REV. T. T.-SERMONS. By the Bev. T. Tithstall 
Smith, M.A., Vicar of Wirksworth, Derbyshire. Second Edition. ISmo. 
cloth, 5s. 6d. 

— LECTURES on the TEMPTATION OP OUR BLESSED 
LORD. 12mo. cloth, 3s. 

<* Practical discourses, full of evangelical piety, and great clearness of 
exposition/'— feS'f Mestrnger, 

** Full of valuable matter, the result of much thought and study, and is 
eminently practical."— JSin^Jish Review, 

SOLACE of an INVALID. Fourth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 
68. 6d. 

SOLACE of a MOURNER. Fcap. cloth. 48. 6d. 
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STOWELLi REV. H.-TRACTARIANISM TESTED by 
HOLY SCRIPTURE and the CHURCH of ENGLAND, in a Serieiof 
Sermons. By the Rev. Hugh Stowell, M.A., Incumbent of Christ 
Church, Manchester, and Hon. Prebendary of Chester. 2 vols. 12mo. 
cloth, each 6s. 

N.B. The object of this work is not merely nor mainly to confute Tracta- 
rianism, but rather to inform and establish the minds of Churchmen on 
eertain perplexing questions, respecting which definite views are much 
needed. 

STEWART, REV. J. H.-TRUE HAPPINESS: Exemplified 
in a Course of Lectures upon the Fifty-fifth Chapter of Isaiah. By the 
Bev. James Haldakk Stswart, M.A., Rector of Limpsfleld, Surrey 
Second Edition. 12mo. cloth, 5b. 

TALES FOR MY GRANDCHILDREN. 18mo. cloth. 28. 

** A work adapted to the capacities of very young children, to afford 
instructive amusement for Sunday evening.'* 

TEICNMOUTH, LORD. - LETTERS ADDRESSED hy 
LORD TEIGNMOUTH to his SON on his DEPARTURE for INDIA. 
18mo. cloth, Is. 

THOMPSON, REV. F. E.~TWELVE LECTURES preached 

in St. George's Chapel, Old Brentford, in the Season of Lent 1844 and 184S. 

By the Rev. F. E. Thohpsov, B.A., of Trinity College, Cambridge, and 

Incumbent of Old Brentford. ISmo. cloth, 6s. 

" In a theological point of view his object is very successfully accomplished 
by Mr. Thompson. In a literary sense the plan of the writer gives purpose, 
variety, and interest to his discourses. Biography and applied morality are 
superadded to the general matter of a sermon. The style is agreeable — the 
manner rapid and impressive."— £^fator. 

THORNTON, H.-FEMALE CHARACTERS. By the late 
Hbnrt Thobnton, Esq., M.P. With Prayers adapted to the Lectures. 
Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, Ss. 

— FAMILY COMMENTARY on PORTIONS of the PENTA- 
TEUCH; in Lectures, with Prayers adapted to the Subjects. Second 
Edition. Thick Bvo. cloth, 12s. 

— ON the TEN COMMANDMENTS, with PRAYERS. 
Second Edition. 12mo. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

— FAMILY PRAYERS, in a Series for a Month. Twenty- 
eighth Edition. 12mo. cloth, 8s. 



TRACTS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 

THE GERMAN TREE. A Moral for the Young. 

By the Rev. T. GOODWIN HATCHARD, M.A., Rector of 
Havant, Domestic Chaplain to the Marquis Conyngham. Is. 

By fh€ tame Auihor, 

FEED MY LAMBS. A Lecture for Children in 

words of one syllable ; to which is added a Hymn. Seventh thou- 
sand. 32mo. 8d., or Ss. 6d. per dozen. 

MY DUTY. The Christian Duties, taken from the 

Church Catechism, printed in red and black within an ornamental 
Gothic tablet; intended for Parochial distribution. 4d. each, or 
38. 6d. per ozen. 

TRACTS for CHILDREN in STREETS and LANES, 

HIGHWAYS and HEDGES; or. Fifty-two Scripture Facts in 
simple language. By the Author of *' Peep of Day," " Near 
Home," die. In a packet containing Fifty-two Tracts, each 
illustrated with a Wood-cut, 28. 4d. 

THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT EXPLAINED. 

By a Sunday School Teacher. 3d., or 28. 6d. a dozen. 

THE TEACHER'S ASSISTANT IN NEEDLE- 

WORK. 6d. each, or 5s. per dozen. 

THE KNITTING TEACHER'S ASSISTANT. 6d., 

or 6s. per dozen. 

A MISFORTUNE CHANGED into a BLESSING. 

12mo. 6d., or Is. cloth. 

ELIEZER; or. The Faithful Servant. 12mo. 3d., or 

2s. 6d. per dozen. 

PORTIONS OF SCRIPTURE, arranged with a view 

to promote the Belioiocs Obssryance of the Loan's Day. By 
a Ladt. dd., or 2s. 6d. per dozen. 
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TRACTS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 

HOW CAN I GO TO CHURCH ? or, A Dialogue 

between a Lady and a Poor Woman. 3d. each. 

WHY SHOULD I NOT GO TO THE MEETING- 

HOUSE? 3d. each. 

SELECT STORIES from MODERN HISTORY: 

ST. BARTHOLOMEWS DAY, and JO AX of ARC ; or, The 
Maid of Orleans. Written for the Instruction of the Children of 
a Village SchooL With Illustrations. Foap. sewed, Is. 

'* Not ill-adapted to their end. These little stories are plainly and 
even fairly told ; no attempt being made to excite party feeling or to 
disguise the real truths of history. We can recommend the book.* 

Atfienaum, 

A LITTLE BOOK of POETRY for our Poor Little 

People : a kindly remembrance of the Children of those whom we 
have always with us. Second Edition, fcap. sewed, 6d. 

CONVERSATION on the ADVANCE WE HAVE 

MAD£ in CHRISTIAN CHARITY ; or, Why is it not Enough 
for a Man to be Sincere ? 18mo. cloth. Is. 

SCRIPTURAL EXERCISES on the GEOGRAPHY 

V of the GOSPELS, calculated to impress upon the Mind the situation 
of the principal places recorded in the Gospels, and the leading 
events of our Saviour's Ministry. By the late Right Rev. Edwako 
Stanlbt, D.D., Lord Bishop of Norwich. Tenth Edition, enlarged. 
18mo. sewed, 6d. 

A FRIEND to the SICK and AFFLICTED. 3d., 

or 2s. 6d. per dozen. 

THOUGHTS ON THE SABBATH. 12mo. 3d. 
THE SERVANT'S POCKET COMPANION: con- 

taining Prayers for Morning and Evening, and on Particular Oc* 
casions ; with Short Addresses on the Duties of Servants. 18mo. 
Is. boards. 
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TRACTS FOR DISTRIBUTION. 

NARRATIVE OF POLL PEG, of Leicestershire. 

3d., or 2b. 6d.per dosen. 

REPAIRING THE CHURCH. 3d., or 2s. 6d. per 

dosen. 

CHRISTMAS EVE, its Song; and CHRISTMAS 

DAY, its Joy ; or. How Men should keep the Day, seeing how 
Angels began it. Id. 

A FEW PRACTICAL REMARKS on CHRISTIAN 

ALMSGITIN6. By the Rev. Albbrt Makolbs, Incumbent of 
Horsell, Surrey. Second Edition. 12mo. sewed, 4d. 

VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS on the LITURGY of 

the CHURCH of ENGLAND. By the Bight Rev. Oboboi 
Dayts, Bishop of Peterborough. IBmo. 6d. 

By the some Autkor, 

VILLAGE CONVERSATIONS on the PRINCIPAL 

OFFICES of the CHURCH. Forming a Sequel to the above. 
18mo. 6d. 

THE CURATE CATECHISING; or, an Exposition 

of the Church Catechism. By the Bey. W. THisTLaTHWAiTJC, 
A.M. Sixth Edition. 18mo. Is. 

By the tame Author t 

THE CHURCH COMMUNICATING; or. An 

Exposition of the Communion Service of the Church of England. 
iSmo. 6d. 

THREE PLAIN, FAMILIAR LECTURES on CON- 

FIRMATION. By C. J. Spkncka, A.M., Rector of Radwell, 
Herts. 12mo. sewed, 2s. 

A SHORT CATECHISM ; or. Plain Instruction, con- 
taining the Sum of Christian Learning, set forth by the authority 
of his Majesty, King Edward the Sixth, for all Schoolmasters to 
Teach, A. D. 1553. 18mo. 6d. or 6s. per dosen. 
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TUDOR, H.-DOMESTIC MEMOIRS of a Christian Family- 
Resident in Cumberland. Witli descriptive Sketches of the Scenery of the 
British L^es. By Henry Tudob, Esq.» Barrister at-Law. Second Edi- 
tion. 12mo. cloth, 68. 

" The sale of the first edition of this pleasing volume was commensurate 
with its worth. The Author accomplished two objects by its original publi- 
cation, — the first, a truly Christian narrative of the manners and habits of a 
religious family, combined with an elegant description of the diversified 
scenery of the lake countries; and the second, a donation, to a considerable 
amount, by the sale to the purposes of the Church Missionary Society. The 
same objects are kept in view in the second issue, and we can, therefore, do 
nothing better now to increase its circulation, than by assuring our readers 
that the excellence of the design has been sought to be performed in the 
most satisfactory manner." — BdVt Meuenger, 

TUPPER, M, F.- PROVERBIAL PHILOSOPHY. By 
Martik F. Topper, D.C.L., &c. Fifteenth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 
with Portrait, 7s. 

— A MODERN PYRAMID. To commemorate a Septuagint 
of Worthies. Post 8vo. cloth, 7s. 6d. 

— PROBABILITIES: an AID to FAITH. Second Edition. 
Fcap. cloth, 48. 

"It is difficult to convey, by extracts, the charm which is diffused over 
this little book. There is, in the infinite variety of subject, a continuous 
line of thought, which fixes the attention to its progress, and leaves the 
mind amused and edified with the perusal." — ChritUan Remembrancer , 

TYTLER, MI88 A. F.-LEILA AT HOME; a Continuation 
of*' Leila in England." By Akn Frasbb Tttlbr. Second Edition. 
Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 6b. 

« Leila at Home," in continuation of " Leila in England," is written in 
the same pleasant style, and conveys similar lessons of an instructive and 
religious tendency. "^-Literary Oazette. 

— LEILA ; or, the Island. Sixth Edition. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 68. 

— LEILA in ENGLAND. A Continuation of ** Leila; or, the 
Island." Fourth Edition. Fcap. cloth, 6b. 

— MARY and FLORENCE; or, Grave and Gay. Ninth 

Edition. Fcap. cloth, 5s. 
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TYTLERy MI88 A. F. 

— MARY and FLORENCE at SIXTEEN. Fifth Edition. 
Fcap.«loth, 6t. 

' * These works are excellent. Miss Tytler's writings are especially valuable 
for their religious spirit. She has t^en a Just position between the 
rationalism of the last generation and the puritanism of the present, while 
the perfect nature and true art with which she sketches from juvenile life, 
■how powers which might be more ambitiously displayed, but cannot be 
better bestowed."— Quart^rZy Review, 

TYTLER MISS M. F.-THE WOODEN WALLS of OLD 
ENGLAND; or. Lives of Celebrated Admirals. By Mjiroakst Fbasbb 
Tttlbr. Containing Biographies of Lord Rodney, Earls Howe and St. 
Yineent, Lords de Saumarez and CoUingwood, Sir Sidney Smith, and 
Viscount Ezmouth. Fcap. cloth, 6s. 

— TALES of the GREAT and BRAVE. Containing Memoirs 
of Wallace, Bruce, the BlackJPrince, Joan of Arc, Richard Coeur de Lion, 
Prince Charles Edward Stuart, Nelson, and Napoleon Bonaparte. 
Second Edition. Fcap. cloth, 5s. 

VENN, REV. H.-MEMOIR and Selection from the Cor- 
respondence of the Rev. H. Venn, HA. Edited by the Rev. Henry 
Venn, B.D., Prebendary of St. Paul's. Seventh Edition. Fcap. cloth, 7s. 

VERSCHOYLE. A Roman Catholic Tale of the Nineteenth 
Century. 12mo. cloth, 68. 

VICTORIA, BISHOP OF -LEWCHEW and the LEW- 

CHEWANS ; being a Narrative of a Visit to Lewchew, or Loo Choc, in 
October, 1850. By George Smitb, D.D., Lord Bishop of Victoria, Hong 
Kong. Fcap. cloth, 2s. 6d. 

— HINTS for the TIMES ; or, the Religions of Sentiment, of 
Form, and of Feeling, contrasted with Vital Godliness. Fcap. cloth, gilt 
edges, 2s. 6d. 

<* A sensible and seasonable little tTea,tUo."—ChrisHan Guardian, 

WEBB, MRS. J. B -THE BELOVED DISCIPLE. Reflec- 
tions on the History of St. John. By Mrs. J. B. Wbbb, Author of 
* * Naomi," * * Reflections on the History of Noah," &c. Fcap. 8 vo. cloth, 
4s. 6d. 

** Very sensible and well written reflections on the History of St. John, 
We can safely recommend it." — ChritUan Cftuxrdian. 
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WHITE, REV. C -THE NATURAL HISTORY and ANTI- 
QUITIES of SELBORNE. By the Rev. Gilbert White, M.A. With 
the Naturalist's Calendar; and the Miscellaneous Observations extracted 
from his papers. A New Edition, with Notes, by Edward Turner Bennett, 
Esq., F.L.S., &c. 8vo. cloth, I8s. 

WILLYAM8, MISS J. U-CHILLON; or, Protestants of the 

Sixteenth Century. An Historical Tale. By Jake Louisa Willvaais. 

2 vols. 8vo. cloth, lOs. 

" We think highly of this pathetic story. A true spirit of cheerful piety 
pervades its pages ; the characters are nicely discriminated, and many of the 
scenes are very vividly portrayed. All who read it may derive benefit from 
its perusal." — Britannia, 

** The book before us furnishes proof of considerable ability."— BHfwA 
Q^arterlff Review, 

WILSON, REV. H. B.-THE COMMUNION OF SAINTS. An 
attempt to illustrate the true Principles of Chilstian Union ; in Eight Lec- 
tures, delivered before the University of Oxford, in 1851 , on the Foundation 
of the late Canon Bampton. By Heitby Bristow Wilson, B.D., late 
Fellow and Tutor of St. John's College; Ticar of Great Staughton. 8vo. 
cloth, 9s. 

WORDS of WISDOM for MY CHILD, being a Text for 
Every Day in the Year, for the use of very Young Children. Second Edi- 
tion. 32mo. cloth, 28. 

WOODWARD, REV. H.- THOUGHTS on the CHARAC- 
TER and HISTORY of NEHEMIAH. By the Rev. Hkkby Wood- 
WABD, A.M., formerly of Corpus Christi College, Oxford; Rector of 
Fethard, in the Diocese of Cashel. Fcap. 8vo. cloth, 3s. 6d. * 

** This interesting little volume is pervaded by a deep-toned piety, and a 
calm philosophy, which are truly edifying in these days of religious turmoil 
and excitement," iic—Irith EcelaiatticalJournaL 

** A valuable little work."— Oxcm Herald. 

* * All the writings of Mr. Woodward exhibit an accurate as well as pious 
mind." — Christian Bemembraneer, 



— SHORT READINGS for FAMILY PRAYERS, ESSAYS, 

and SERMONS. 8vo. doth, 128. 

" The most striking point in Mr. Woodward's writings, the point which 
most excites our admiration, and, we trust, improves our hearts, is the high 
and elevated standard of holiness which he ever places before us, the deeply 
practical tendency of all his thoughts," &c. — Evigiish Seview, 
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